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EAST    BAY    WATER    COMPANY 

WATER  SUPPLIES  SAFE 


To  the  Public  and  Our  Consumers: 

In  view  of  the  apprehension  created  in  the  minds  of  some  of  you  by 
unfounded  statements  that  the  water  supplies  of  the  East  Bay  Water  Company 
are,  or  have  been,  polluted,  we  submit  for  your  information  and  as  AN 
ASSURANCE  OF  THE  SAFETY  OF  OUR  SUPPLIES  FROM  THE 
STANDPOINT  OF  HEALTH  the  following  exchange  of  letters  between 
the  President  of  this  Company  and  the  President  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health: 


EAST  BAY  WATER  COMPANY 

BROADWAY  AND   NINTH    STREET 

OAKLAND,    CALIFORNIA. 

July  25,  1918. 
Dr.  George  E.  Ebright, 
President  State  Board  of  Health, 
209  Post  Street, 
San  Francisco,  California. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  assertion  has  been  publicly  made 
in  some  of  the  communities  served  by 
the  East  Bay  Water  Company  that  the 
water  supplies  of  the  Company  are  not 
safe  for  human  consumption.  I  know 
from  analyses  made  of  our  supplies, 
and  from  the  efficiency  of  the  precau- 
tions and  safeguards  we  employ  to  furn- 
ish a  safe,  sanitary  water,  that  these 
assertions  are  unfounded,  but,  as  your 
Department  has  frequently  examined 
our  water  supplies  and  is  familiar  with 
their  condition,  will  you  advise  me 
whether  you  regard  our  water  supply 
as  a  safe  supply,  for  domestic  use? 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)         W.  E.  Creed,  President. 

WEC-I-TW 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

OFFICE   OF  THE   PRESIDENT 
209   POST  STREET 
SAN    FRANCISCO 


George  E.   Ebright,   M.D. 

FRESI  DENT 

Fred  F.   Gundrum,  M.  D. 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

W.   Le  Moyne  Wills,   M.D. 


Edward  F.   Glaser,   M.D. 
Adelaide  Brown,   M.D. 
Roberta.   Peers,   M.D. 
Wilfred  H.   Kellogg,   M.D. 

SECRETARY    AND 
EXECUTIVE    OFFICER 


Mr.  W.  E.  Creed,  Jul?   29-   1918- 

President    East    Bay    Water    Company, 
Broadway  and  Ninth  Street, 
Oakland,    California. 

Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  your  favor  of  July  25th 
regarding  the  water  of  the  East  Bay  Water  Com- 
pany, allow  me  to  say  that  the  State  Board  of 
Health  has  been  carrying  on  exhaustive  examina- 
tions of  this  water  as  of  numerous  others  for  a 
number  of  months  past,  and  is  in  a  position  to 
say  that  the  water  is  unusually  safe  from  a  health 
standpoint.  Further  than  that,  analysis  of  the 
typhoid  statistics  of  the  region  supplied  by  your 
company  shows  the  typhoid  rate  to  be  lower  than 
in  other  big  cities  of  the  State,  and  that  there 
has  been  no  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  which 
could  be  attributed  to  the  water  since  the  year 
1885.  Upon  that  showing  alone  the  water  must 
be    good. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  that  your  company  is 
taking  measures  which  should  overcome  the  minor 
difficulties  from  algae.  The  worst  that  these  fresh 
water  algae  amount  to-  however,  is  to  give  rise 
to  a  disagreeable  taste  or  odor,  from  which  un- 
grounded  fears  of  disease  may  arise. 

Yours   sincerely, 
(Signed)  George  E.  Ebright, 

President   California   State   Board   of   Health. 


We  are  able  to  assure  you  that,  by  reason  of  our  safeguards  and  precau- 
tions to  protect  our  water  supplies  from  contamination,  you  will  be  furnished  at 
all  times  with  safe  water;  in  fact,  our  supplies,  compared  with  the  supplies  of 
many  other  large  communities  throughout  the  country,  are  unusually)  safe  from 
the  standpoint  of  health. 

EAST  BAY  WATER  COMPANY 
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OAKLAND 

By  Fred  E.  Reed 

(Fred  E.  Reed  Company,  Inc.,  Real  Estate) 
We  feel  that  this  article  contains  so  much  good  information    regarding    the    City    of    Oakland    that    it    should 
be   published.        We   hope    that    every   recipient   of   "Bubbles"  will  read  it  and  pass  it  on  to  others. — Editor. 
66 
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OFFER  Oakland — a  city  of  Service! 
"BEFORE  us,  on  the  far  shores  of  the 
Pacific,  live  three-quarters  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  globe.  Entire  nations  among 
the  riches  that  produced  a  Nineveh  and  a 
Babylon,  plowing  with  the  same  wooden 
plowshares  their  an- 
cestors used  thousands 
of  years  ago ;  utterly 
unacquainted  with  the 
art  of  manufacturing 
and  wanting  the  tools 
of  America ;  offering 
the  wealth  of  all  Asia 
in  exchange. 

"Back  of  us,  a  hun- 
dred million  keen  Am- 
ericans— greatest  man- 
ufacturers and  sales- 
men on  earth,  eager  to 
make  the  trade.  And 
Oakland,  the  city  of 
service  to  them  both ; 
realizing  that  'He  prof- 
its most  who  serves 
best,'  and  capable  and 
willing. 

"Situated  on  the  great  Bay  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, second  largest  land-locked  harbor  on 
earth,  with  over  a  hundred  square  miles  of 
level,  usuable  land  back  of  her  available 
for  commerce  and  industry,  where  rail  and 
water  meet.  On  the  mainland  side,  with 
every  railroad  crossing  the  mountains  in  all 
the  thirteen  hundred  miles  from  Portland  to 
Los  Angeles  forced  to  a  terminus  there. 

"Oakland — twenty-four  days  nearer  the 
Orient  by  water  than  the  great  cities  of  the 
Atlantic.  Twenty-four  days  saved  in  the  ex- 
pensive operation  of  a  1 0,000-ton  steamer, 
meaning  a  saving  of  $36,000  a  voyage. 
Twenty-four  days  gained  on  deliveries. 

"There's  the  short  route  to  the  East  Indies 
— the  goal  of  a  civilized  world  for  ages.  The 
bloody  Hun  says  it's  to  be  a  Berlin-Bagdad 
railroad.  But  he  lies.  That  short  route  leads 
westward  from  America ;  and  is  not  a  narrow, 
crooked  route  of  conquest  built  of  iron  by  a 


Fred  E.  Reed 


thief,  but  a  broad  open  highway — a  thorough- 
fare of  service,  leading  across  peaceful  waters 
from  America,  friend  of  the  world,  to  the  na- 
tions needing  her  friendship  most.  From 
America  westward.  And  Oakland  its  termi- 
nus going  and  coming. 

"For  our  immediate  background,  Cali- 
fornia— the  land  of  sunshine,  fruit  and  flow- 
ers. A  principality  larger  than  the  Kingdom 
of  Italy;  rich  almost  beyond  human  belief 
in  all  the  four  great  fundamentals — agricul- 
ture, mining,  forestry  and  fisheries;  better  able 
to  support  the  forty  millions  of  Italy  than  is 
Italy  herself.  Yet  a  new  state  with  but  three 
million  population. 

"Is  it  any  wonder  that  we're  growing  as 
almost  never  city  grew  before?  Eighteen 
years  ago,  65,000  population;  today,  245,- 
000.  Two  years  ago,  9800  factory  em- 
ployees; today,  36,000.  Three  years  ago,  a 
payroll  of  seven  million;  today,  thirty-two 
million.  And  additions  being  made  by  Beth- 
lehem Steel,  Moore  Shipbuilding  Company 
and  the  United  States  Shipping  Board,  mean- 
ing the  investment  of  over  forty-five  millions 
more  in  permanent  improvements,  forcing  on 
Oakland  an  increase  in  her  industrial  popula- 
tion of  over  50,000  men;  building  a  7500- 
ton  steamer,  or  larger,  for  the  service  of  our 
nation  every  other  day  until  the  war  shall 
cease.  Add  to  this  a  thirty-six  million 
Naval  Base,  just  determined  within  two  miles 
of  our  City  Hall,  and  you'll  see  in  Oakland 
a  city  of  the  live  present,  a  city  of  present 
Opportunity ! 

"Nature  gave  us  a  climate  like  Southern 
France,  without  extremes  of  heat  or  cold; 
where  we  live  in  perfect  comfort,  sleeping  out 
of  doors  the  year  round ;  where  we  work  in  a 
mean  temperature  of  58  degrees — the  most 
efficient  climate  on  earth ;  scientists  agreeing 
that  perfection  in  human  thought  and  labor 
is  attained  at  just  one  degree  higher — 59. 

"Oakland — a  city  where  the  air  comes 
pure  across  the  water;  a  city  of  hills,  with 
perfect  drainage — the  healthiest  of  the  large 
cities  of  America  as  shown  by  the  record  of 
the  last  five  years. 

"Her    home,    a    vast    amphitheater    rising 


July,  1918 


BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


gradually  back  from  the  water's  edge  into 
hills  a  thousand  feet  above  the  sea.  Their 
varied  topographies  giving  scenic  beauty  un- 
surpassed by  any  city.  Giving,  too,  a  wealth 
and  variety  of  natural  parks  and  play- 
grounds, beginning  with  Lake  Merritt,  our 
beautiful  salt  water  lake  in  the  heart  of  the 
city,  and  continuing  on  up  to  'The  Hights,' 
where  Joaquin  Miller  lived  his  life  with  us, 
and  looking  out  through  a  golden  gate  across  a 
broad  ocean  of  destiny,  gave  to  a  city  and  a 
world  his  immortal  lesson,  'Sail  On,  and  On, 
and  On.' 

"There  we  too,  may  stand  today  and  look- 
ing down  over  a  city  below,  out  across  a 
beautiful  bay  into  the  distances  beyond,  gain 
new  inspirations  for  the  day's  work  before  us ; 
new  ideals  for  tomorrow. 

"People  living  in  such  a  homeplace  natur- 
ally come  to  be  home  owners.  And  here 
again  we  lead  America,  54  per  cent  of  our 
people  living  in  their  own  homes. 

"We  point  with  pride  to  a  live  Real  Es- 
tate Board;  to  a  live  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
to  evidences  of  civic  character  reflected  in 
beautiful  public  buildings;  to  a  playground 
system  judged  the  model  of  America  at  the 
Panama-Pacific  Exposition;  to  our  libraries, 
and  churches,  and  clubs,  and  ALL  the  other 
instruments  of  human  betterment  through 
which  Oakland  offers  living  conditions  unsur- 
passed in  moral  and  civic  aspects. 

"We're  proud  of  our  record  in  last  Liberty 
Loan,  where  Oakland  furnished  more  sub- 
scribers in  proportion  to  allotment  than  any 
other  city  her  size  in  America.  Proud  of  the 
Red  Cross  Drive,  where  Oakland  went  'over 
the  top'  with  1  72  per  cent  of  her  quota. 
Proud  of  50,000  shoes  sent  to  suffering, 
bleeding  Belgium,  through  one  of  the  livest 
Rotary  Clubs  of  America. 

"But  the  real  pride  of  our  city,  the  en- 
during-through-all-time pride  of  Oakland,  is 
in  her  public  schools;  beginning  at  the  kinder- 
garten and  continuing  through  vocational, 
technical  and  literary  high  schools,  culminat- 
ing out  on  the  hills  a  mile  away  in  the  great 
University  of  California — second  largest  of 
all  the  universities  of  America.  In  a  state 
with  three  million  population,  yet  with  an 
enrollment  last  year  of  10,300. 

"For  to  us  today,  like  to  Athens  of  old  on 
the  Mediterranean,  come  men  from  all  parts 
of  a  Pacific  world  to  sit  on  our  hills  at  the 
feet  of  our  masters  and  learn  the  great  truths 


of  Occidental  civilization;  and  returning,  bear 
back  with  them  the  light  of  a  new  era  to 
that  oldest  and  most  decadent  of  all  civiliza- 
tions, sleeping  in  darkness  where  civilization 
began.  And  who  shall  say — from  the  min- 
gling of  the  two  shall  there  not  develop  out  on 
the  shores  of  earth's  last  ocean  a  newer  and  a 
higher  civilization,  taking  the  best  from  both? 
And  my  city — Oakland — the  instrument  of 
that  greatest  of  all  services ! 

"Nineveh  and  Babylon,  cities  of  the  plain, 
are  gone.  Athens  and  Rome  remain  eternal 
on  their  hills. 

"So  shall  Oakland  remain,  enduring 
through  all  the  time  because  of  the  character 
of  her  service. 

"Gentlemen,  I  offer  you  OAKLAND — a 
city  of  Present  Opportunity;  a  city  of  World 
Service;  a  city  of  DESTINY." 


George  W.  Logan. 

(Superintendent  Lake  San  Leandro,  "Retired.") 
George  W.   Logan,   one    of    our    retired 
employees,   is   enjoying  life  in  the   Monterey 
bay   region.      His  hobby  is   fishing. 


July,  1918 


BUBBLES 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


INTERIOR  VIEW  OF  PART  OF  THE  EQUIPMENT,   MACHINE  SHOP, 

Corporation   Yard 

OUR  MACHINISTS  "OVER  THE  TOP" 


OUR  machine  shop  force  has  played  an 
important  part  in  assisting  in  taking 
care  of  the  many  emergencies  which 
have  arisen  during  the  past  two  months.  A 
general  rearrangement  of  the  pumping  and 
distribution  system  has  been  made  necessary 
due  to  the  unusually  dry  winter.  At  the  last 
moment,  when  it  was  found  that  the  volume 
of  water  from  the  usual  sources  of  our  sup- 
ply would  fall  considerably  below  the  yearly 
average,  every  channel  through  which  ma- 
terial could  be  secured  was  resorted  to  in 
order  to  equip  new  sources  of  supply  with  the 
proper  machinery.  Pipe  of  various  sizes, 
electric  motors,  pumps,  and  air  compressors 
were  purchased.  Before  equipment  of  any 
kind  could  be  installed  many  alterations  to  the 
same  were  necessary.  This  class  of  work 
falls  on  the  shoulders  of  Chief  Mechanic  L. 
J.  Traver.       "Les"  has  been  on  the  job  night 


and  day.  His  capable  force  has  supported 
him  at  every  turn,  and  through  such  co-opera- 
tion the  desired  results  have  been  brought 
about. 

In  the  machine  shop,  corporation  yard,  is 
housed  some  of  the  most  modern  and  up-to- 
date  machinery,  such  as  lathes,  pipe  cutters, 
pipe  fitters,  bolt  fitters,  drill  presses,  power 
hacksaw,  emery  wheels,  pipe  splitters,  band 
machine,  sheet  iron  splitters,  and  flat  iron 
cutter. 

Fast  time  was  made  in  the  installation  of 
this  new  equipment,  and  much  of  the  work 
can  be  classed  as  only  temporary  in  character. 
On  account  of  scarcity  of  material  and  equip- 
ment, due  to  war  demands  in  other  channels, 
the  purchase  of  odds  and  ends  here  and  there 
was  necessary.  Such  equipment  naturally  re- 
quired much  re-building  by  our  force  of 
machinists. 
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DIFFICULT    CONSTRUCTION 
WORK 

OUR  construction  department  is,  at 
times,  confronted  with  difficult  prob- 
lems in  the  removal  of  old  pipe  lines 
and  relaying  with  new.  Recently,  under  the 
supervision  of  City  Superintendent  Farrell,  a 
new  sixteen  inch  pipe  line  was  laid  under  the 
water  across  the  Estuary  near  the  Park  Ave- 
nue bridge,   Oakland-Alameda  thoroughfare. 

Cn  account  of  the  rapid  development  in  the 
shipping  and  manufacturing  district,  located 
along  the  Estuary,  it  was  necessary  to  dredge 
the  channel  eighteen  feet  deeper  to  accom- 
modate larger  boats.  This  meant,  of  course, 
the  removal  of  our  old  pipe  line.  The  Gov- 
ernment dredge  worked  up  close  to  the  old 
pipe  line,  on  both  sides,  leaving  it  on  a  sort 
of  ridge  across  the  channel.  A  trench  was. 
then  dredged  across  the  channel,  close  to  the 
eld  line,  four  feet  below  the  new  channel 
bed  level  in  which  to  lay  a  new  pipe  line. 

Well  in  advance  of  the  dredging  work 
sufficient  new  pipe  of  the  sixteen  inch  size 
was  contracted  for.  The  new  pipe  is  of  cast 
iron  make,  specially  manufactured  for  the  job, 
with  flexible  ball  and  socket  joint. 

The  laying  of  the  new  line  was  started 
from  the  East  Shore  of  the  Estuary,  about 
seventy-five  feet  inland.  The  first  joint  was 
lowered  into  the  trench  and  securely  anchored. 
When    the   water   was    reached,    a    barge    of 


large  tonnage  was  put  in  use,  on  which  to  lay 
the  pipe  and  lead  the  joints.  As  lengths  were 
added,  the  barge  was  moved  out  in  the  stream 
and  the  pipe  line  allowed  to  sag  and  sink  into 
the  four  foot  trench  below  the  channel  bed 
level.  This  new  type  of  "flexible  ball  and 
socket  joint"  pipe,  also  the  manner  in  which 
the  joints  are  leaded,  permitted  the  pipe  to 
sag,  without  damage  or  danger  of  a  leak,  to 
an  angle  of  thirty-five  degrees.  Much  man- 
euvering with  the  barge  was  necessary  on 
account  of  the  tide. 

As  soon  as  the  laying  of  the  new  pipe 
line  was  completed,  connection  was  made  with 
the  mains  on  shore  and  the  old  pipe  line  was 
pulled  out  and  again  laid  across  the  estuary 
channel  near  the  High  Street  bridge,  Oak- 
land-Alameda thoroughfare,  to  permit  of  re- 
moving the  pipe  line  lying  on  the  old  channel 
bed  at  that  point. 

Years  ago,  when  the  pipe  line  was  laid 
near  the  High  Street  bridge,  it  was  encased 
in  a  block  of  concrete  four  feet  square,  extend- 
ing the  full  length  of  the  line  under  water.  In 
those  days  wrater  tight  joints  under  water  had 
not  been  perfected  and  the  construction  de- 
partment played  safe  in  not  only  insuring 
against  leaky  joints,  but  also  protecting  the 
pipe  line  from  dredges  and  dragging  anchors. 
The  removal  of  the  old  pipe  line  laid  in  con- 
crete was  accomplished  by  blowing  it  to  pieces 
with  dynamite  and  dredging  out  the  pieces. 


Foreman  Griffin  and  Men  Lowering  First  Section,  Oakland  End. 
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Foreman  Griffin  and  his  men,  as  shown  in 
the  accompanying  picture,  completed  the  two 
jobs  in  an  up-to-date  and  workmanlike  man- 
ner. This  is  only  one  of  the  many  big  jobs 
the  Company  forces  are  engaged  in. 


Completed  Leaded  Joint. 


How   to   Steal   an   Umbrella. 

A  man  left  his  umbrella  in  the  stand  in  a 
hotel  with  a  card  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion attached  to  it:  "This  umbrella  belongs 
to  a  man  who  can  deal  a  blow  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds.  Will  return  in  ten 
minutes." 

On  returning  for  his  property  he  found  in 
its  place  a  card  inscribed:  "This  card  was 
left  here  by  a  man  who  can  run  one  mile  in 
four  minutes.      I  shall  not  be  back." 

Truth  Above  All. 

An  editor  had  a  notice  stuck  up  above  his 
desk  on  which  was  printed:  "Accuracy!  Ac- 
curacy! Accuracy!"  and  this  notice  he  al- 
ways pointed  out  to  the  new  reporters. 

One  day  the  youngest  member  of  the  staff 
came  in  with  his  report  of  a  public  meeting. 
The  editor  read  it  through  and  came  to  the 
sentence:  "Three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  eyes  were  fixed' upon  the  speaker." 

"What  do  you  mean  by  making  a  silly 
blunder  like  that?"  he  demanded,  wrathfully. 

"But  it's  not  a  blunder,"  protested  the 
youngster.  "There  was  a  one-eyed  man  in 
the  audience!" — Minneapolis  Tribune. 


Channel  End  of  Pipe  Tied  to  Barge  Ready  to  Be  Lowered. 
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BOOST 

ARE  you  a  booster?  If  so,  are  you 
boosting  in  the  right  spirit?  Be  care- 
ful that  you  do  not  boast.  If  you 
cannot  boost  for  the  city  in  which  you  live, 
then  you  have  no  business  living  in  that  city. 
In  this  issue  we  have  published  a  speech 
delivered  by  a  prominent  Oakland  Realtor 
before  the  National  Real  Estate  Convention 
at  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  We  ask  that  you 
read  it  carefully.  Another  citizen  of  Oakland, 
attending  the  convention,  heard  this  speech, 
rubbed  his  eyes,  pinched  himself,  and  re- 
marked, "It's  time  for  me  and  thousands  of 
others  in  Oakland  and  the  East  Bay  Cities  to 
wake  up.  I'm  going  home  and  be  a  real 
booster."  He  came  home  so  enthusiastic 
that  he  prevailed  upon  the  Realtor  to  tell  the 
same  story  to  the  local  Rotary  Club  in  Oak- 
land. Every  Oakland  Rotarian  hearing  the 
story  became  a  booster,  which  resulted  in  the 
Realtor  multiplying  his  story  many  times. 
The  Realtor  is  a  real  booster,  and  our  part 


in  boosting  for  the  East  Bay  Cities  should  be 
along  similar  lines.  Multiply  your  boosting 
by  telling  to  others  of  the  wonderful  climate 
we  enjoy  and  the  opportunities  here  for  all. 
Read  and  re-read  the  Realtor's  speech. 
Memorize  it.  By  so  doing  you  will  come  to 
a  quicker  sense  of  realization  of  the  special 
privilege  you  enjoy  in  residing  in  this  wonder- 
ful and  interesting  community. 

Those  who  boost  for  Oakland  fully  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  her  sister  cities  in  the  East 
Bay  region  are  situated  as  she  is  and  all  share 
alike  in  climatic  conditions  and  opportunities. 

Living,  as  you  do,  in  a  climate  where  the 
mean  temperature  is  58°,  only  one  degree 
below  that  in  which  scientists  agree  perfection 
in  human  thought  and  labor  is  attained,  you 
naturally  become  qualified  to  be  a  real 
booster. 

Get  the  habit — Boost  For  Your 
Home  City. 

Seven  Reasons  for  Saving. 

1 .  Save  for  your  country's  sake,  because  it 

is  now  spending  millions  a  day,  and  must 
find  most  of  the  money  out  of  savings. 

2.  Save   for  your  own  sake,   because  work 

and  wages  are  plentiful  and,  while  prices 
are  high  now,  a  dollar  will  buy  more 
after  the  war. 

3.  Save  because,  when  you  spend,  you  make 

other  people  work  for  you,  and  the 
work  of  everyone  is  needed  now  to  win 
the  war. 

4.  Save  because,  by  saving,  you  make  things 

cheaper  for  everyone,  especially  for 
those  who  are  poorer  than  you. 

5.  Save  because,  by  going  without  you  re- 

lieve the  strain  on  ships,  docks,  and  rail- 
ways, and  make  transport  cheaper  and 
quicker. 

6.  Save  because,  by  saving,  you  set  an  ex- 

ample that  makes  it  easier  for  the  next 
man  to  save.  A  saving  nation  is  an 
earning  nation. 

7.  Save   because   every   time  you  save  you 

help  twice,  first  when  you  don't  spend, 
and  again  when  you  lend  to  the  Nation. 

"Economy  and  everything  which  ministers 
to  economy  supplies  the  foundations  of  na- 
tional life." 

"We  have  not  studied  cost  or  economy  as 
we  should,  either  as  organizers  of  industry,  as 
statesmen,  or  as  individuals." 

WoodroTv  Wilson. 
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Harold  A.  Davie. 

Harold  A.  Davie,  who  is  now  at  the  front 
in  France,  was  employed  by  this  Company  at 
Central  Reservoir  as  assistant  to  H.  A.  Davie, 
his  father. 

The  following  letter  will  be  of  interest  to 
our  readers: 

On  Active   Service  with   the 
American  Expeditionary   Force. 
May  11,  1918. 
Dear  Mother: 

Tomorrow  is  Mother's  Day  and  they  have 
promised  to  send  our  letters  through  on  double 
time,  so  I  am  taking  advantage  of  it.  I  haven't 
much  to  say,  but  will  try  to  cover  a  couple  of 
sheets.  Dad's  two  letters  of  the  15th  of  April 
came  this  morning.  The  letters  from  home  are 
the  only  ones  that  count,  and  you  can  bet  I 
keep  a  good  watch  on  those  mail  sacks.  It  was 
pretty  hard  on  us  when  the  Government  stopped 
taking  packages  for  the  A.E.F.,  we  used  to  get 
a  great  kick  out  of  them.  I  guess  there  were  so 
many  they  did  not  have  the  time  nor  transporta- 
tion to  spare. 

Those  socks  you  made  for  me  are  great.  I 
have  six  pairs  of  them.  They  wear  like  iron.  The 
others  wore  out  at  the  heels  and  toes,  and  I  had 
an  awful  time  trying  to  mend  them,  but  I  don't 
have  to  worry  now  until  wash  day.  They  don  t 
get  washed  as  you  recommended,  but  I  do  the 
best  I  can. 

This    soldier's    life    isn't    half   bad,    I    kind    of 


enjoy  it  now.  We  have  some  great  old  times 
over  here.  Some  of  the  boys  are  good  singers 
and  they  cheer  the  bunch  up. 

I  am  glad  you  sent  that  copy  of  "Life" — it 
was  great.  We  all  had  a  great  time  laughing 
over  the  jokes  in  it.  Everyone  in  the  Section 
had  a  look  at  it. 

Tell  Dad  to  get  some  bees,  so  I  can  have 
biscuits  and  honey  when  I  come  home.  I  bought 
two  franc's  worth  of  honey  from  an  old  Frenchie 
one  night  and  I  went  out  and  got  my  canteen 
full  of  milk.  I  had  bread  and  milk  and  honey. 
I  can  tell  you  I  enjoyed  it. 

There  are  several  Oakland  boys  in  the  Com- 
pany. Grover  Carlson  is  still  in  our  section. 
George  Peterson  and  I  have  been  together  all 
the  time ;  he  is  a  great  pal.  Fred  Wells  is  here 
also ;  he  is  another  good  sport.  We  all  help 
each  other  out  of  their  troubles.  My  bunkie's 
name  is  Harry  B.  Lenz,  of  Long  Beach.  We  get 
along  fine  together,  dividing  up  our  packages  and 
things. 

Things  have  changed  a  great  deal.  Up  at 
Camp  Lewis  everyone  seemed  like  a  bunch  of 
kids,  but  the  whole  bunch  are  getting  hard- 
boiled  over  here.  I  am  trying  to  do  my  share, 
and  I  sure  hope  to  be  able  to  get  one  Boche 
anyway,  but  the  Engineers  have  to  get  things 
ready  for  the  other  branches   to  do   their  work. 

I  will  have  to  close  now,  as  the  bunch  are 
lined  up  for  chow  and  I  will  be  out  of  luck  if 
I  don't  get  there.  Remember  me  to  everyone 
and  I  will  try  to  write  again  soon. 

Love  to  all, 

HAROLD. 

Private  Harold  A.  Davie, 

Co.  C,   1st  U.  S.  Eng., 

Amer.  Expd.  Force,  France. 

P.  S. — There  are  some  of  the  prettiest  gardens 
over  here.    They  are  just  coming  out. 

THE  PLEASURE  OF  WORKING 

An  atmosphere  of  cordial  good  will  be- 
tween fellow  workers  lightens  every  burden 
of  a  busy  day. 

It  can  easily  be  produced  by  a  little 
thoughtfulness. 

Every  time  you  speak  to  anyone  do  it  in 
a  spirit  that  will  increase  the  pleasure  of 
working. 

Teacher:  "Johnny,  give  me  a  sentence 
using  the  words  "Horse  sense." 

Johnny:  "Pa  sold  his  horse  last  Satur- 
day and  bought  a  Ford. 

"He  hasn't  any  horse  since." 

When  the  Boche  gets  Woodrow's  "Okeh," 
Uncle  Sam  will  rise  up  and  say: 

"You  young  fighting  gents, 
Just  fold  up  your  tents 

And  beat  it  for  home.      On  your  way." 

H.  C.  W. 
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ACCOUNTING  AND  RECORDS 
EAST  BAY  WATER  COMPANY 

F.  M.  SMITH,  Chief  Accountant. 

Continued  from  Vol.  1 ,  No.  6. 


IN  our  last  issue,  we  explained  our 
methods  of  accounting  from  the  reading 
of  meters  to  the  daily  report  of  branch 
offices  covering  special  readings  and  col- 
lections. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  tabulating  depart- 
ment makes  a  record  of  all  transactions,  seg- 
regated into  earnings  from  each  municipality, 
which  is  further  divided  into  sections,  and 
also  of  each  of  our  different  classes  of  revenue. 

A  summary  card  is  punched  for  the  total  of 
the  cards  in  each  classification  daily  from 
branch  reports.  At  the  end  of  each  month 
these  summary  cards  are  sorted  into  towns 
and  sections  and  run  through  tabulator  for 
totals.  A  recapitulation  is  then  made  which 
is  the  final  analysis  of  the  month's  business. 
This  recapitulation,  showing  the  total  revenue 
accruing  from  each  division  divided  into  sec- 
tions and  classes,  and  the  amount  of  water 
consumed,  is  forwarded  to  the  accounting 
department  and  must  agree  with  the  totals  as 
shewn  on  daily  report  sheets.  Any  discrepan- 
cies are  reconciled,  and  a  journal  entry  made, 
charging  in  our-  general  ledger  consumers  ac- 
counts receivable  of  our  several  divisions,  and 
crediting  the  revenue  accounts  of  our  various 
segregations. 

Accounts  are  not  kept  in  the  general  books 
showing  the  amounts  outstanding  in  each  sec- 
tion: we  do,  however,  keep  a  control  sheet 
for  each  section  showing  the  balance,  and  as 
the  month's  business  is  completed  we  add  to 
the  balarce  of  each  section  the  charges  for 
the  month  and  deduct  the  payments.  On  the 
night  of  the  last  day  of  each  month  the  un- 


The  Key  Punch. 


The  Gang  Punch. 

paid  cards  are  run  through  the  tabulator  for 
balancing  purposes,  and  the  balances  shown 
reconciled  with  the  control  sheet  of  each  sec- 
tion. In  this  manner  we  take  a  trial  balance 
of  our  seventy  thousand  consumers'  accounts 
in  from  six  to  eight  hours. 

When  a  section  reaches  its  lowest  ebb, 
which  is  the  day  the  current  month's  charge 
cards  are  filed,  the  unpaid  cards  are  run 
through  the  sorting  machine  and  segregated 
into  months.  The  cards  are  then  totaled  and 
a  report  made  showing  the  total  outstanding  in 
each  route  by  months.  This  information  is  of 
great  assistance  to  the  collection  de- 
partment, giving  almost  instant  ref- 
erence to  overdue  accounts. 

Cards  representing  amounts  due 
by  consumers  who  have  discontin- 
ued service  are  placed  in  separate 
files,  enabling  the  collection  depart- 
ment to  give  them  special  attention. 

Paid  cards  returned  to  business 
offices  from  tabulating  department 
are  filed  permanently  in  what  we 
designate    as    "paid    files."        Each 
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The   Tabulating  Machine. 

account  is  provided  with  a  master  card  which 
contains  all  necessary  information,  such  as 
account  number,  consumer's  name  and  ad- 
dress, number  of  meter,  location  of  tap,  etc. 
A  complete  record  of  an  account  may  be  had 
by  referring  to  the  paid  file  which  contains 
cards  for  all  amounts  which  have  been  paid, 
and  the  unpaid  file  which  shows  any  unpaid 
balances. 

In  the  foregoing,  we  have  dealt  with  the 
handling  of  finished  cards,   rather  than  their 


preparation.  In  transcribing  the 
data  necessary  for  our  purposes, 
two  machines  are  used :  a  key 
punch  and  a  gang  punch.  The 
key  punch  is  a  small  machine, 
with  twelve  keys,  the  mechanical 
parts  corresponding  in  size  and 
spacing  to  the  card.  It  operates 
like  a  typewriter,  and,  as  a  key 
is  depressed,  the  number  repre- 
sented is  punched  out  on  the  card, 
and  the  card  automatically  ad- 
vanced one  space.  Absolute  ac- 
curacy is  essential  in  this  work,  as 
any  error  throws  a  section  out  of 
balance  and  necessitates  re-check- 
ing. 

One      operator      punches      an 
average  of  three  thousand  cards 
daily,     with     fifteen     numbers     punched     in 
each  card. 

The  gang  punch  is  arranged  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  the  keys  may  be  set  permanently 
where  the  same  date  is  to  be  transcribed  to  a 
large  number  cf  cards.  This  machine  is  used 
to  punch  year,  month,  reading  date  and  sec- 
tion number.  The  punch  is  operated  by  a 
lever,  and  punches  ten  cards  at  one  operation. 
(To  be  continued) 


The  Sorter. 


ARE     YOU     PROPERLY 
EQUIPPED? 

I  know  a  carpenter  who  is  always  com- 
plaining of  his  tools,  making  them  an  excuse 
for  his  poor  work.  If  he  only  had  a  good 
set  of  tools,  he  says,  he  could  do  something 
wonderful.  Yet  there  is  another  carpenter 
living  in  the  same  town  with  this  man  who 
manages  to  do  splendid  work  with  just  the 
same  sort  of  tools  as  those  of  his  fellow 
craftsman. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  you  are 
not  in  competition  with  other  people,  that 
the  only  person  in  the  world  you  are  in 
competition    with   is  yourself? 

You  cannot  compare  your  ability  with 
that  of  another,  because  no  two  human  beings 
are  physically  and  mentally  equipped  in  just 
the  same  way.  But  you  may  be  sure  that 
the  Almighty  gave  you  just  the  tools  you 
require  for  your  job.  It  is  up  to  you  to  keep 
your  tools  furbished,  so  that  every  day's 
work  will  be  better  than  that  of  the  day 
before. 
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WRITTEN    INSTRUCTIONS    FOR    PERSONAL    EFFICIENCY 
FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN'S   AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


64 J  CONCEIVED  the  bold  and  ardu- 
[j  ous  project  of  arriving  at  moral  per- 
fection. I  wished  to  live  without  com- 
mitting any  fault  at  any  time;  I  would  con- 
quer all  that  either  natural  inclination,  cus- 
tom, or  company  might  lead  me  into.  As  I 
knew,  or  thought  I  knew,  what  was  right 
and  wrong,  I  did  not  see  why  I  might  not 
always  do  the  one  and  avoid  the  other.  But 
I  soon  found  that  I  had  undertaken  a  task 
of  more  difficulty  than  I  had  imagined. 
While   my   care  was   employed   in   guarding 


against  one  fault,  I  was  often  surprised 
by  another;  habit  took  the  advantage  of 
inattention;  I  concluded  at  length,  that  the 
mere  speculative  conviction  that  it  was  our 
interest  to  be  completely  virtuous,  was  not 
sufficient  to  prevent  our  slipping;  and  that 
the  contrary  habits  must  be  broken  and  good 
ones  acquired  and  established  before  we  can 
have  any  dependence  on  a  steady,  uniform 
rectitude  of  conduct.  For  this  purpose  I 
therefore  contrived  the  following  virtues  with 
their  precepts : 


TEMPERANCE.     "Eat  not  to  dullness;  drink  not  to  elevation." 

SlLENCE.  "Speak    not    but    what    may    benefit  others    or    yourself;     avoid    trifling 

conversation." 

ORDER.  "Let  all  your  things  have  their  place;  let  each  part  of  your  business  have 

its  time." 

RESOLUTION.  "Resolve  to  perform  what  you  ought;  perform  without  fail  what  you 
resolve." 

FRUGALITY.  "Make  no  expense  but  to  do  good  to  others  or  yourself;  i.  e.,  waste  nothing." 

INDUSTRY.  "Lose  no  time;  be  always  employed  in  something  useful;  cut  off  all  unneces- 

sary action." 

SINCERITY.  "Use  no  harmful  deceit;  think  innocently  and  justly;  and,  if  you  speak, 

speak  accordingly. 

JUSTICE.  "Wrong  none  by  doing  injuries,  or  omitting  the  benefits  that  are  your  duty." 

MODERATION.  "Avoid  extremes;  forbear  resenting  injuries  so  much  as  you  think  they 
deserve." 

TRANQUILITY.      "Be  not  disturbed  at  trifles,  or  at  accidents  common  or  unavoidable." 

CLEANLINESS.      "Tolerate  no  uncleanliness  in  body,  clothes  or  habitation." 


"ANSWERS" 

(To   Questionnaire,  March  issue  Bubbles,   1918) 

Landmarks    in    Oakland    in   Bygone    Years. 

Friend — Don't  you  remember — 

The  "Hotel  de  France,"  located  on  south 
side  First  street  between  Broadway  and 
Franklin — was  a  Pioneer  French  hostelry — 
a  portion  is  still  standing  and  occupied  by  a 
paint  firm.  I'm  sure  there  are  young  members 
of  the  Old  Guard  that  can  recall  it. 

"Zimmerman's  Garden"  was  located  on 
the  east  side  of  Harrison  street  between  Sec- 
ond and  Third.  Picnics  and  dances  were 
held  here.  It  was  still  in  operation  during 
the  early  nineties.  Friend,  Mr.  John  Naegle, 
can  advise  us  further. 

The  oak  trees    were    at    Broadway    and 


Eighth  street,  Broadway  and  Eleventh  street 
and  Broadway  between  Twelfth  and  Thir- 
teenth streets.  A  small  one,  that  stood  on  the 
sidewalk  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Eighth 
and  Broadway  was  removed,  but  a  few  years 
past.  Friend,  Mr.  Robert  Kuerzell  can  give 
us  further  information. 

The  two  churches  on  lower  Broadway 
were — "The  First  Congregational,"  on  the 
west  side  of  Broadway  between  Tenth  and 
Eleventh,  and  "The  First  Presbyterian,"  on 
the  east  side  of  Broadway  between  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  streets. 

The  last  stage  line  out  of  Oakland  ran 
to  Walnut  Creek,  with  headquarters  at  the 
stable  on  south  side  of  Eighth  between  Broad- 
way and  Washington.  Theodore  Moore 
was  driver  of  a  two  horse  stage. 
(To  be  continued) 
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"BUBBLES" 
FROM   OUR   CORRESPONDENTS 

OAKLAND,   BERKELEY,    ALAMEDA,  RICHMOND 


J.    P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

General  Offices. — Mabel  Stuart  is 
our  new  office  (boy)  girl.  Yes,  'tis  a 
new  innovation,  and  we  are  glad  we 
had  to  come  to  it.  We  now  realize  what  we 
have  missed  in  not  having  had  Mabel  with 
us  before.  Papers  and  messages  move  about 
the  building  with  dis- 
patch, and  verbal  or- 
ders are  conveyed  in 
true  style  and  in  an  ac- 
curate  manner.  No 
more  whistling,  absent 
minded,  forgetful  office 
boy  for  us.  Away  with 
him! 

Miss  Marilla  M. 
Williams,  of  the  sten- 
ographic and  files  divi- 
sion, has  been  promot- 
ed and  transferred  to 
the  Corporation  Yard 
office.  Miss  Williams  entered  the  service  of 
this  Company  in  September,  1916.  She  has 
become  quite  proficient  in  her  work,  not  only 
in  the  performance  of  her  duties  as  stenog- 
rapher, but  along  the  lines  of  general  clerical 
work.  She  is  quick  at  mastering  details,  and 
those  in  charge  at  the  Corporation  Yard  were 
not  slow  in  recognizing  her  ability. 

C.  Morrel  Westover  joined  the  summer 
colony  at  Santa  Cruz  and  "hob-nobbed"  for 
a  week  with  the  elite.  "West"  returned  to 
duty  somewhat  "browned"  but,  he  says,  full 
of  new  life  and  ready  for  another  year  of 
steady  grind. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Baker,  wife  of  our  assistant 
accountant,  died  last  week.  Mrs.  Baker  had 
been  ill  for  some  time  and  recently  appeared 
to  show  a  slight  improvement.  Just  a  day 
before  her  death  her  son  was  able  to  return 
from  Camp  Lewis  to  visit  with  her.  Our 
sympathy  is  extended  to  Jim  and  his  family 
during  these,  their  sad  hours  of  bereavement. 

Chief  Accountant  Smith  has  been  stepping 
'round  a  little  stiff  the  past  few  days.  "No, 
I've  not  been  in  a  fight,"  says  he  when  ques- 
tioned,— "Just  been  moving.  Good  news, 
too, — found  a  bargain  and  bought  a  home." 


Our  friends  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
young  men  of  the  Engineering  Department 
have  formed  a  Bible  Class  and  are  now 
deeply  engaged  in  the  study  of  Holy  Writ. 

Fred  Klaus  is  interested  in  the  account  of 
how  "Elijah  went  on  High."  He  says  that 
with  the  machine  he  has,  it  is  all  he  can  do  to 
get  down  Broadway  on  low. 

"Shorty"  Wyman  was  greatly  pleased 
when  he  read  of  Knee-hi-miah  and  Bildad 
the  Shuhite.  "I  may  be  short,"  he  says. 
"But  I  sure  got  it  on  them  guys." 

"Ike"  Ogden  is  interested  in  the  old  time 
surveying  methods,  which  he  considers  quite 
lax.  According  to  the  Bible,  the  Patriarch 
sat  on  a  donkey  and  surveyed  Jerusalem  from 
the  top  of  a  hill. 

"I  would  like  to  know  how  he  got  away 
with  it,"  says  Ike.  "I  am  tired  of  chasing 
around  the  hills  on  foot." 

Walter  Curtin  thinks  he  has  discovered 
a  mistake  in  the  translation  of  a  portion  of  the 
Scriptures.  Referring  to  the  passage  familiar 
to  all  Bible  students, — "The  chariots  shall 
rage  in  the  streets ;  they  shall  jostle  one  against 
another  in  the  broadways;  they  shall  seem 
like  torches;  they  shall  run  like  the  lightnings. 
— Stand  back  shall  they  cry;  but  none  shall 
look  back." — He  thinks  what  the  Prophet  in- 
tended to  say  was, — "The  chariot  shall  stall 
on  Broadway  amid  the  jeers  of  the  multitude ; 
it  flameth  like  a  torch;  it  flasheth  like  the 
lightning;  it  stinketh  with  the  stench  of  the 
bottomless  pit,  but  it  moveth  not.  And  they 
that  would  ride  shall  have  a  lame  back." 
Yes!  It's  a  Ford  that  he  has  been  trying  to 
run. 

Last  Saturday  several  of  the  Class  made  a 
pilgrimage  to  Santa  Cruz.  Sunday  morning 
one  of  the  members  attempted  to  walk  on  the 
water,  but  his  faith  was  not  sufficient  and  he 
fell  through. 

Fortunately  his  pockets  were  filled  with 
champagne  corks  which  he  was  bringing  home 
as  souvenirs  of  the  evening's  devotions,  and 
he  floated  safely  ashore. 

Paul  Magerstadt  got  so  interested  in  the 
story  of  Noah's  Ark  that  he  gave  up  his  Dam 
work  in  the  office  for  awhile,  and  is  now  sta- 
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tioned  on  a  mud  scow  in  the  Estuary,  super- 
intending the  laying  of  a  new  submarine  pipe 
line  to  Alameda. 

Benny  Andreani,  formerly  chauffeur  for 
our  General  Manager,  writes  some  very  inter- 
esting letters  to  his  friends.  Benny  is  at- 
tached to  the  mine  sweeping  division  of  the 
navy.  All  who  volunteer  for  mine  sweeping 
work  are  immediately  dubbed  "Member  of 
the  Suicide  Club."  After  the  war  is  over, 
we  will  tell  you,  in  print,  of  some  of  Benny's 
thrilling  experiences.  'Twould  never  do  now 
to  do  so,  as  the  enemy  are  at  our  elbow. 
Benny  is  well  and  happy,  and,  incidentally, 
pretty  much  swelled  up  over  some  of  the  suc- 
cessful dare  devil  stunts  his  crew  have  been 
engaged  in. 


Have  you  noticed  lately  how  neatly  shaved 
and  trimmed  our  young  men  appear.  Quite 
well  trimmed,  some  of  them. 

Yes!  The  Lady  Barber  Shop  is  open 
evenings. 

Oakland  Business  Office. — Lucile 
Holtkamp  has  returned  from  her  vacation 
outing.  She  spent  most  of  the  time  in  the 
Sierra  Nevada  mountains  and  reports  having 
had  a  wonderful  time.  She  states  she  is  now 
ready  to  stand  the  "daily  grind"  for  another 
year. 

Miss  Pollard  and  Miss  Goodban  are  kept 
unusually  busy  these  days  at  the  Counter. 
The  "On  and  Off"  orders  are  running  heavy. 
Most  of  the  new  business  is  due  to  the  great 
influx  of  shipyard  workers.  We  hope  the 
"newcomers"  will  like  "My  City  Oakland" 
and  remain  with  us  permanently. 

Miss  Edna  Toal  is  a  new  addition  to  our 
force.  She  fits  in  nicely  to  her  assigned 
duties,   and  now  moves  about  with  the  same 


degree  of  ease  and  comfort  as  an  "old  timer." 

Since  the  last  issue  of  BUBBLES,  we  have 
lost  from  our  midst  two  of  the  "Old  Bunch," 
viz.,  Merle  Daley  and  Vincent  Durfee. 
"Dale,"  as  he  was  commonly  known,  had 
served  in  our  collection  department  for  a 
long  time.  He  is  now  with  the  Pacific  Coast 
Shipbuilding  Company  at  Bay  Point. 
"Vince"  was  classed  as  our  general  utility 
man.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  Beth- 
lehem Steel  Corporation,  Alameda  plant.  We 
miss  the  boys  and  wish  for  them  all  possible 
success  in  their  new  field  of  endeavor. 

Cupid  aimed  well  the  dart  at  another  one 
of  our  girls  and  the  wedding  bells  have  again 
chimed.  This  time  it  is  Miss  Carosio.  Her 
pleasing  manners  won  for  her  many  friends, 
and  we  most  heartily  congratulate  the  young 
man  who  won  her. 

Pearl  Jones  is  again  on  duty  after  an  ab- 
sence of  two  weeks  on  account  of  injuring  her 
ankle.  She  suffered  quite  a  bit,  but  is  now 
able  to  get  around  with  comfort. 

Miss  Edna  Higgins,  who  has  served  at 
"the  front"  in  this  office  for  the  past  two 
years,  was  recently  transferred  to  our  Berke- 
ley office,  where  she  is  in  charge  of  the  "On 
and  Off"  department.  We  congratulate 
Manager  Worman  upon  securing  her  services. 

Mrs.  Selma  Sutton  has  resigned  and  ex- 
pects to  take  up  household  duties  as  an  oc- 
cupation. "Hubby"  will  no  doubt  eat  good 
biscuits  every  morning. 

Esther  Edwards  has  joined  our  force  and 
will  take  the  place  made  vacant  through  the 
resignation  of  Mrs.  Sutton.  We  predict  that 
Miss   Edwards   will   forge  to   the   front  fast. 

Now  that  Cupid  has  captured  several  of 
cur  girls,  speculation  is  rife  as  to  who  will  be 
next.  Of  course,  we  might  make  mention  of 
two  or  three,  but  we  must  prefer  to  have  them 
'fess  up. 

Miss  Whittier  is  away  on  her  vacation  and 
it  is  observed  that  she  is  missed  very  much 
by ? 

Johnny  Larson  is  now  with  our  large  army 
of  patriots  and  on  his  way  "over  there."  The 
bunch  miss  him  and  all  hope  he  will  return 
safely  to  us  after  doing  his  bit. 

Elmer  Schonander,  meter  reader,  has  join- 
ed the  Navy  and  is  now  located  at  Yerba 
Buena  (Goat)  Island.  A  recent  letter  from 
him  describes,  very  interestingly,  his  duties. 
Elmer    is    very    enthusiastic    and    states    that 
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what  he  is  experiencing  will  be  of  great  value 
to  him. 

How  about  your  Thrift  and  War-Saving 
Stamps?  Gifford  keeps  a  good  supply.  Buy, 
buy,  buy,  and  swat  "Bill"  in  the  eye,  eye, 
eye. 

Max  Carash  is  seeing  them  these  days. 
His  valuable  assistant  is  enjoying  a  vacation, 
so  Max  is  humping  along  on  six  cylinders. 

A  noise  from  the  cellar  came  ringing,  and 
it  sounded  like — well,  I  don't  know  what 
you  would  call  it.  Miss  Sylvia  says  Miss 
Farrell  was  singing.  Oh  Boy  I  wonder 
who  she  was  stringing. 

Miss  Zeh  says  she  recently  received  a  letter 
from  Miss  Reed  who  is  located  at  Oatman, 
Arizona.  She  is  feeling  fine  and  sends  her 
best  to  the  bunch. 

Miss  Fisher  has  been  transferred  from  the 
billing  department  to  the  "On  and  Off"  de- 
partment.    She  is  now  assisting  Mr.  Craft. 

Tom  Hanson  took  a  day  off  recently  to 
shoot  doves.  He  promised  us  all  a  mess.  We 
believe  there  must  have  been  a  curve  in  the 
barrel  of  his  gun,  or  the  sun  shone  in  his  eye, 
as  he  only  brought  home  one  bird. 

Miss  Verne  Mathiassen  is  another  new  ad- 
dition to  our  force  of  good  looking  girls.  She 
has  been  assigned  to  duty  in  the  mailing  de- 
partment and  is  assisting  Miss  de  Cordova. 

Miss  Cooper  and  Miss  Sparrow  both  have 
brothers  in  the  army  who  are  on  their  way 
"over  there."  It  seems  that  every  one  in  the 
office  has  some  one  who  is  near  and  dear  to 
them  in  the  army  or  navy,  but  all  seem  so 
optimistic  about  it  that  one  marvels  at  the 
fortitude  of  our  women  folks.  Kaiser  Bill 
scoffed  at  us  and  thought  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible for  us  to  put  through  conscription  in  this 
free  country;  but,  thank  God,  the  Mothers 
and  Sisters  and  Sweethearts  of  America  would 
not  let  Liberty  and  Government  of  the  people, 
for  the  people,  and  by  the  people  vanish  from 
the  earth,  so  when  the  call  came  they  gladly 
sacrificed  their  all  for  Uncle  Sam. 

Abe  Solomon's  mother  died  last  week.  To 
Abe,  who  is  in  charge  of  our  collection  force, 
we  all  extend  deepest  sympathy. 

This  has  been  a  very  busy  month  around 
the  office.  A  great  many  of  the  employees 
were  on  their  vacations  and  it  kept  the  rest 
of  us  busy  keeping  things  up  to  the  standard. 
Nearly  all  have  had  their  annual  outing,  so 
matters  are  now  settling  back  to  normal. 


Yards,  Store  House,  Garage,  Ma- 
chine Shop  and  Carpenter  Shop. — 
Foreman  "Paddy"  Horan  is  now  a 
"Daddy."  The  "Stork"  paid  a  visit  to  his 
home  August  2,  and  left  an  eight  pound  baby 
girl.  Congratulations  Pat,  but  where  are  the 
cigars? 

Miss  Cecil  Smith  of  the  Yard  office  force 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Berkeley  office. 
We  wish  her  success  in  her  new  position. 

Roy  Standiford,  former  Warehouse  fore- 
man, is  now  a  "hustling"  driver  of  one  of  the 
Yard's  delivery  trucks. 

Foreman  William  Sampson,  of  the  Auto 
Repair  Shop,  recently  suffered  a  painful 
laceration  of  the  right  thumb  while  repairing 
one  of  the  "Henry's."  Never  let  it  be  said 
that  "Sammy"  is  a  quitter.  After  having  the 
wound  dressed  he  resumed  work  and  was  on 
the  job  until  late  that  evening,  getting  even 
with  the  "Henry." 

Al  Clark  motored  to  the  San  Joaquin  Val- 
ley lately  to  indulge  in  a  little  fishing  sport. 
What  success  Al  had,  is  uncertain,  however, 
he  returned  with  a  few  fishing  tales.  Same 
old  story,  "t-h-i-s  1-o-n-g,  but  you  ought  to 
see  the  one  that  got  away  from  me." 

Did  you  ever  see  a  "Lizzie"  get  dizzy? 
If  you  haven't,  Pedro  Bof,  construction 
foreman,  testifies  that  he  has.  It  happened 
this  way.  One  Monday  morning  while  Pedro 
was  wrestling  with  his  day's  work  his  naughty 
"Lizzie"  lost  all  sense  of  touch,  seeing  or 
hearing  and  started  zigzagging  from  one  side 
of  the  street  to  the  other,  missing  several  street 
cars,  automobiles  and  pedestrians  before  the 
frightened  Pedro  could  stop  her.  After  lead- 
ing his  boisterous  pet  to  the  yard,  Pedro  still 
nervous  and  shaky,  explains  his  exploits.  "Oh, 
Boy!  you  oughta  see  da  D —  thing,  all  of  a 
sudden  she  went  thisa  way,  thata  way  alia 
same  crazy.  Whata  da  matter  me  no  under- 
stand. Justa  lika  drunk.  Scared!  mya  hair 
she  stanna  up  straight.  By'n  by  she  stop, 
righta  front  lamp  post. 

My  heart  he  taka  jump  I  tink  he  coma 
outside.  Looka  me  shake.  Boy !  me  lucky 
no  killa  me.  Me  no  ride  that  D —  machine 
no  more."  Under  Dr.  Sampson's  care  the 
Lizzie  was  soon  ready  for  operations  again, 
and  Pedro  with  a  broad  smile  went  his  way, 
happy  and  full  of  confidence.  Pedro  said, 
"She  onna  granda  machine  any  way." 

The  name  of  Walter  Anderson,  our  black- 
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smith  is  not  well  known  to  our  readers.  Wal- 
ter is  the  successor  to  C.  W.  Barker,  who 
recently  resigned,  and  is  filling  the  bill.  As  a 
blacksmith  he  is  an  expert  as  his  work  shows. 

Assistant  Superintendent  J.  S.  Stevens  has 
so  greatly  improved  the  efficiency  of  the 
Meter  Shop  that  more  work  is  being  done  with 
one  man  less. 

Chris  Jensen,  formerly  of  the  Meter  Shop, 
has  proved  himself  to  be  an  expert  handy 
mechanic.  Of  late  Chris  has  been  repairing 
meters  on  the  outside,  and  doctoring  disabled 
"Henry's"  when  the  auto  mechanics  are 
rushed. 

The  Machine  Shop  force  has  been  on  the 
jump  from  early  morning  until  late  at  night 
on  rush  work  for  the  numerous  improvements 
on  the  distribution  system.  Foreman  Bell  and 
Assistant  Whittaker  meet  themselves  coming 
to  work  going  home  now  days. 

Tony  Lima,  the  "Pep"  boy  is  filling  the 
shoes  of  former  yard  foreman  "Bill"  Breger 
to  a  perfection.  If  you  want  service,  the  an- 
swer is  "See  Tony." 

Pedro  Bof  is  not  the  only  one  that  has 
trouble  with  his  machine.  Assistant  Super- 
intendent Stevens  while  homeward  bound  one 
evening  in  his  merry  Chevrolet  noticed  that  his 
little  "Pride"  was  not  responding  properly  to 
the  sound  of  his  voice,  all  of  a  sudden  she 
yelped  and  fainted.      As  we  go  to  press  she 
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L.  L.    (LOU)   FARRELL,  Superintendent  City  Division, 
watching  progress  at  Roberts  Landing. 


is  well  on  to  recovery  in  Dr.  Sampson's  East 
Bay  Sanitarium.  Doc  diagnosed  the  case  as 
a  severe  attack  of  "Valvular  Separatetis." 
Meaning:  "Separation  of  piston  from  its 
original  place  in  the  cylinder. 

Superintendent  L.  L.  Farrell  is  like  the 
family  physician  who  is  always  ready  to  an- 
swer a  call  either  day  or  night.  Doctoring 
the  distribution  system  and  maintaining  "East 
Bay  Service"  is  Louie's  specialty,  even  if  it 
is  a  2  a.  m.  S.  O.  S. 

Following  the  policy  of  other  firms  and 
corporations  of  replacing  men  with  women  in 
the  positions  of  clerical  work,  the  Company's 
office  force  at  the  Yard  is  now  in  charge  of 
Miss  Marilla  Williams,  late  of  the  General 
offices,  and  Miss  Mildred  Hevel,  formerly  of 
the  Extension  Dept.,  Oakland  business  office. 
Miss  Williams  replaces  L.  G.  Morgan,  chief 
clerk,  resigned,  and  Miss  Hevel  resumes  the 
duties  of  I.  S.  Domes,  who  has  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Warehouse. 

The  office  is  a  place  of  unusual  attraction 
and  cheerfulness  since  it  has  been  graced  with 
the  presence  of  two  young  women.  Both  are 
proving  to  be  competent  and  efficient  in  their 
work  and  seem  well  pleased  with  their  new 
positions.  We  notice  the  fresh  display  of 
beautiful  flowers  each  morning,  which  adds 
greatly  to  the  pleasant  surroundings  of  the 
office. 

Our  "Congenial  Superintendent"  was  pain- 
fully bruised  and  lacerated  his  lower  right 
limb  recently,  when  he  slipped  and  fell  from 
a  pipe  line  knee  deep  into  a  sea  of  mud,  in 
the  Key  Route  Basin.  The  injury  healed 
rapidly  and  no  ill  effects  resulted,  except  his 
pocket  book  was  minus  $2.50,  when  his 
tailor  sent  his  bill. 

We  are  glad  to  herald  the  rapid  recovery 
of  Mrs.  F.  J.  MacCormack,  wife  of  our 
night  watchman,  who  recently  underwent  an 
operation  for  appendicitis. 

George  (Shorty)  Hunter  is  wearing  a 
"Quaker  Oats  Smile"  now  that  he  has  a  new 
machine  assigned  to  him.  It's  a  "Henry," 
but  just  suits  George.  There  is  no  question 
but  what  the  old  machine  just  discarded  has 
been  running  on  reputation  the  past  year. 

Has  anyone  seen  "Les"  Traver?  With 
him  it's  a  case  of  "Sleeping  at  the  wells." 
It  is  hoped  that  the  rush  will  soon  be  over  so 
that  "Les"  can  be  with  us  at  the  Yard 
oftener. 
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San  Pablo  Project. — We  are  glad  to 
state  that  the  San  Pablo  Dam  is  showing 
rapid  progress,  the  sluicing  runs  averaging 
about  80,000  cubic  yards  a  month,  making  a 
total  fill  to  date  of  388,882  cubic  yards,  in 
addition  to  the  122,588  cubic  yards  in  the 
Diversion  Dam.  The  present  elevation  of  the 
completed  Dam  is  235  feet  above  sea  level. 
The  elevation  of  the  old  creek  bed  was  1  60 
feet  above  sea  level,  making  the  height  of  the 
present  fill  about  75  feet. 

We  exceedingly  regret  Superintendent  Al- 
bert's severe  illness  but  are  glad  to  learn  that 
he  is  on  the  road  to  a  speedy  recovery,  and 
know  that  he  will  find  everything  running 
smoothly  when  he  returns,  thanks  to  Resident 
Engineer  Hawley's  ready  grasp,  and  skillful 
execution  of  the  work,  during  his  absence. 

Inspector  Ed.  Taylor  is  starting  on  the 
control  system  of  the  Outlet  Tunnel  at  the 
San  Pablo  Portal. 

On  June  26,  1918,  the  crews  working  in 
the  West  Wild  Cat  and  Berkeley  Headings 
of  the  Outlet  Tunnel  broke  through,  thereby 
completing  those  two  units  of  driving.  The 
error  of  closure  was  zero  in  grade  and  less 
than  half  an  inch  in  alignment,  which,  con- 
sidering the  difficult  condition  of  driving,  from 
the  bottom  of  a  300  foot  vertical  six  foot 
square  shaft,  was  extremely  good.  The  dis- 
tance from  the  West  Portal  to  Wild  Cat 
Shaft  is  5550  feet.  There  is  also  3500  feet 
of  driving  completed  on  the  San  Pablo  Head- 
ing and  1547  feet  on  the  East  Wild  Cat 
Heading. 

The  lining  of  3400  feet  of  the  San  Pablo 
Heading  has  been  completed  under  the  super- 
vision of  Superintendent  Moore  and  Inspec- 
tor Taylor  and  forces  are  now  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  west  end  where  they  will  soon 
be  organized  to  concrete  line  the  remaining 
4850  feet  of  unlined  section  between  the 
Shaft  and  the  West  Portal ;  700  feet  having 
been  lined  immediately  after  driving  owing 
to  the  swelling  ground  encountered. 

Resident  Engineer  Hawley  and  Friend 
Greene,  the  genial  Material  Clerk  at  the 
Dam,  are  attempting  to  exterminate  the  squir- 
rels around  the  camp  and  as  a  result  the 
camp  cats  are  living  high. 

Much  Ado  About   Nothing. 

Grannell  looking  for  a  cipher  in  his  trial 
balance. 


THE  END  OF  A  PERFECT  DAY 

(At  San  Pablo  Dam) 
1 
The  cook's  gong  bids  us  to  the  evening  meal, 

The   weary   workmen   climb   into    their   seats, 
The  busy  crunch  of  jaws,  and  clink  of  knives 
Announce  the  first  attack  upon  the  eats. 

2 

The  office  gang,  the  first  upon  the  scene, 

Make   good   their  handicap   upon   the   fare, 
And  with  their  plates  well  filled  with  hash  and  beans, 

Proceed  with  speed  to  lay  the  table  bare. 
3 
When  finally  the  well-filled  board  is  cleared, 

And  busy  forks  are  dropped  and  plates  pushed  back, 
The  evening  "explanationing"  begins, 

Of  how  she  went,  or  why  she  jumped  the  track. 
4 
The  air  is  filled  with  curses  loud  and  deep, 

As  Moore  laments  the  clogging  of  the  pump, 
The  busting  of  a  belt,  the  motor's  ills, 

The  darned  contrariness   of   the  mud   sump. 

5 

Then  Albert  adds  a  portion  of  his  grief, 

And  humorously  illustrates  his  woes ; 
With   tales   of  placer  mining  schemes, 

And  other  yarns  from  out  the  store  he  knows. 

6 

And  Taylor,  answering  a  bid  for  news 

Exhibits  hard-won  samples  of  the  core ; 
Or  boasts  of  how  the  concrete's  going  to  fly, 

Now  that  they  start  the  lining  of  the  bore. 
7 
Then  Green,  our  wily  sleuth,  begins  his  lay, 

Of  lumber  piles  that  move  from  place  to  place, 
And  tons  of  coal  that  shift  around  so  much, 

That  he  must  strain  his  faculties   to  trace. 
8 
Then  Jerry  tells  the  story  of  his  rounds, 

To   Wild   Cat  Shaft,   the   West  End   and   the  East; 
And  of  another  trip  he  lately  took, 

When  Albert  bade  him  to  a  swell  squab  feast. 

9 

Then  Smiling  George  lights  up  his  evening  pill, 
And  says,  "Your  griefs  are  smaller  ones  than  mine ; 

I  have  to  find  a  cure  for  each  of  yours, 

And  get  my  dope  for  'Bubbles'  out  on  time. 

10 

Joe   Barklay   raves   of  Core  Wall   sample   tests, 

The  gauge's  record  and  his   tiny  weir ; 
But  quickly  leaves,  and  soon  from  'cross  the  creek 

His   Ford   assembling    racket   jars    the   ear. 
11 
But  now  an  interruption  is  at  hand ; 

Charley  the  cook  pokes  in  his  white-capped  head, 
And   smiling  says,  "When  will   this   party  end? 

It  is  long  past  the   time  I  went  to  bed." 

12 

Then  with   a   last   short  yarn  we  part, 

And  spend  the  evening,  each  in  his  own  way ; 

With   music,   books,   and   Lady   Nicotine; 

And  then  it's  "Ten  o'clock,  let's  hit  the  hay." 
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Correspondent 


BERKELEY  DIVISION 

JOHN  FRICK,  service  department,  has 
returned  from  his  vacation.  John  re- 
ports good  fishing,  and  confined  his 
activities  to  the  bay  where  crawfish  are  found 
in  abundance. 

Ethel  Gillen  is  planning  for  her  vacation 
the   latter   part    of    the 
month.     The  mountain 
air  and  scenery  appeal 
to  her. 

We  have  just  passed 
through  a  siege  of  re- 
modeling. Certain 
parts  of  the  office  have 
been  rearranged.  A 
view  permitting  of  a 
clean  sweep  all  over 
the  office  by  reducing 
the  partition  and  mov- 
ing about  the  equip- 
ment has  resulted,  and 
we  move  about  with  a 
greater  degree  of  ease  and  freedom. 

A  beautiful!}7  engraved  plaque  "Honor 
Roll"  adorns  our  office  wall.  It  bears  the 
names  of  Loomis  M.  Ward  and  David  H. 
Elliot.  We  are  greatly  indebted  to  our  good 
neighbor,  Mr.  Bowden,  of  the  Pacific  Gas 
and  Electric  Company,  for  putting  on  the 
finishing  touches.  Through  the  courtesy  of 
the  business  men  of  Berkeley,  plaques  have 
been  distributed  among  firms  whose  employes 
left  to  join  the  colors. 

Berkeley  is  getting  into  shape  to  handle  in 
an  expeditious  manner  the  next  Liberty  Loan 
drive.  We  have  established  quite  a  reputa- 
tion in  this  community  in  going  "Over  the 
Top"  in  all  war  drives,  with  a  big  margin  to 
spare. 

Friendly  visits  of  our  co-workers  from 
other  offices  are  greatly  appreciated  by  us. 
Walter  Curtin  "drapt"  in  on  us  recently  and 
livened  up  the  force  with  some  of  his  wit  and 
humor.  We  hope  others  will  call  on  us  and 
do  likewise. 

"Jawn"  Stoddard  has  warned  me  not  to 
refer  to  him  in  the  next  batch  of  news  for 
BUBBLES  from  the  Berkeley  division — "Aw- 
right  Jawn,"  the  warning  had  its  effect. 

Frank  Goetz,  late  night  clerk,  Oakland 
business  office,   is  busily  engaged  these   days 


taking  vocal  lessons.  Frank  paid  us  a  visit 
recently  on  his  way  home  from  the  Conserva- 
tory. 'Tis  well  worth  a  trip  to  Ninth  and 
Broadway  some  morning  about  three  o'clock 
to  hear  him  warble. 

We  might  add  that  John  Frick,  of  our  in- 
spection department,  has  qualified  as  a  minute 
man  and  deputy  sheriff.  He  drills  weekly 
and  attends  the  school  of  instruction  one  night 
each  week. 

Miss  Edna  Higgins,  formerly  of  the  Oak- 
land business  office,  has  joined  our  office  force. 
She  takes  the  position  made  vacant  by  Allen 
Scoggins.  Miss  Higgins  has  had  considerable 
experience  in  office  work.  Before  coming  to 
California  two  years  ago,  she  held  a  respon- 
sible position  with  a  large  insurance  company 
in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Allen  Scoggins,  who  during  the  past  year, 
has  handled  the  "On  and  Off"  applications 
has  resigned.  He  has  accepted  a  position 
with  the  H.  W.  Johns-Manville  Company, 
San  Francisco,  and  has  been  assigned  to  the 
duties  of  Assistant  Purchasing  Agent. 

Harriet  R.  Hodgkinson,  who  has  served 
as  Cashier  in  this  office  for  the  past  year  has 
resigned.  Her  departure  is  regretted  by  all. 
We  are  informed  that  she  will  locate  in  Liver- 
more. 

Miss  Ethel  Gillen  has  been  assigned  to  the 
duties  of  Cashier,  vice  Mrs.  Hodgkinson  re- 
signed. 

Miss  Helen  Elliott  is  with  us  again.  While 
away  she  assisted  in  the  Alameda  business 
office  on  account  of  absentees  due  to  the  vaca- 
tion period. 

Miss  Cecil  Smith  has  returned  to  duty  in 
the  Berkeley  business  office.  She  was  away 
for  a  time  assisting  at  the  Corporation  Yard 
Office. 

Miss  Irene  Ramsey  is  a  "new-comer"  in 
our  ranks.  She  has  been  assigned  to  steno- 
graphic duty,  and  "already-so-soon"  is  quite 
at  home. 

Miss  Katherine  Maloney  has  resigned  from 
the  service.  She  served  for  a  number  of 
years  in  the  Oakland  business  office  and  re- 
cently came  to  us.  Katherine  has  our  best 
wishes  for  success  in  her  new  field  of  en- 
deavor, which  is  the  Standard  Oil  Company. 
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ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

ALAMEDA  is  gaining  prominence  for 
its  shipbuilding  industries.  We  have 
already  four  yards,  and  a  fifth  is  un- 
der way  which,  when  completed,  will  rank 
with  the  largest  in  the  United  States.  These 
yards  will  employ  thousands  of  men,  and  as 
a  great  number  will  make  their  homes  here, 
the  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  our  services  will 
be  large.  Even  now  it 
is  difficult  to  find  a 
vacant  cottage,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the 
Government  will  un- 
dertake to  supply  suit- 
able homes  for  the  new 
workmen. 


Th 


engineering 


Geo.  A.  McKean 

Correspondent 


Department  has  com- 
pleted a  difficult  piece 
of  work  in  laying  a 
new  main  across  the 
estuary  at  the  Park 
Street  bridge.  The  new  main  takes  the  place 
of  the  old  one  which  had  to  be  removed  due 
to  the  deepening  of  the  channel.  The  work 
was  in  charge  of  Foreman  T.  Griffin,  who 
was  employed  in  laying  the  first  pipe  line 
across  the  estuary  channel  some  twenty  years 
ago. 

Jack  Townsend  says  that  he  spent  a  "whole 
week"  last  Sunday  at  Roberts'  Landing, 
where  a  new  pumping  plant  is  being  in- 
stalled. The  seemingly  long  stay  there  was 
no  doubt  caused  by  the  fact  that  Jack  had  to 
make  several  visits  to  the  powder  works  lo- 
cated not  very  far  from  where  he  was  at 
work.  On  one  of  these  trips  he  noticed  men 
throwing  boxes  around  marked  T.  N.  T.  and, 
as  this  is  the  last  word  in  high  explosives,  Jack 
did  some  rapid  thinking,  result  of  which  was 
"safety  first,"  and  the  next  time  there  is  any 
work  to  be  done  at  Roberts'  Landing,  Jack 
says,  "Let  George  do  it." 

Miss  Feidler  spent  an  enjoyable  two  weeks' 
vacation  visiting  her  brother,  who  was  located 
at  Camp  Kearny.  Part  of  the  time  was  de- 
voted to  inspection  trips  through  the  camp 
and  in  making  short  side  trips  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Miss  Feidler  feels  particularly  fort- 
unate to  have  been  able  to  make  this  trip,  as 
her  brother  has  since  been  ordered  over  seas. 


Charlotte  M. 
Tueck 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND  DIVISION 

WE  are  proud  to  say  that  the  City 
of  Richmond  made  a  wonderful 
showing  in  the  last  great  Red  Cross 
drive.  Our  quota  was  $20,000  and  the 
amount  subscribed  for  was  $48,916.53 
which  goes  to  show  how  eager  every  one  is  to 
help  the  great  cause. 

Miss  Helen  Fussell 
is  absent  from  the  of- 
fice on  her  vacation. 
She  is  with  friends  at 
Woodland  and  Sono- 
ma and  we  all  hope 
she  will  return  feeling 
vigorous  and  strong. 

Mr.  A.  Chamber- 
lain, formerly  employ- 
ed as  pumper  in  this 
Division,  paid  us  a  visit 
recently.  He  has  been 
making  his  home  in  the 
southern  part  of  the 
state  for  the  past  few  months. 

Collector  Pierce  left  on  his  vacation 
recently  and  expects  to  visit  in  Sonoma 
county.  We  know  all  the  ladies  will  be  in- 
quiring about  him  during  his  absence. 

Our  "turn  off  and  on"  man,  Elmer  Wil- 
son, is  at  present  foreman  of  construction  at 
Alvarado  and  we  hope  to  have  him  with  us 
soon  again.  Mr.  Nick  Pleich  is  taking  Mr. 
Wilson's  place. 

Ye  Scribe  recently  returned  from  her  vaca- 
tion which  was  spent  at  the  Russian  River, 
Camp  Montesano,  and  had  a  very  enjoyable 
time. 

Our  business  is  gradually  increasing.  We 
are  supplying  a  large  volume  of  water  to 
many  of  the  industrial  plants  located  in  or 
near  Richmond.  One  very  large  industry 
has  greatly  increased  its  output  recently,  due 
to  war  orders,  and  almost  quadrupled  in 
volume  its  water  consumption. 

Manager  Clarke  is  neither  "here  nor  there" 
these  busy  days,  but  he  is  everywhere.  His 
multifarious  duties  cause  him  to  labor  late 
into  the  night. 

Kenneth  Hall  is  relieving  Mr.  Pierce,  Col- 
lector, while  he  is  away  on  his  vacation. 
Kenneth  is  well  acquainted  in  Richmond  and 
ccvers  the  territory  with  ease. 


*••*•**• 

-JLr    THE  34  STARS  THAT  MAKE  UP  OUR  SERVICE  FLAG    ^fa 

~    ^  THE    LIST    KEEPS    GROWING.     THE    FOLLOWING    EAST    BAY   WATER    COMPANY    BOYS    ARE 

IN    THE    SERVICE    AS    INDICATED    BELOW    AND    WILL    SOON     BE    GOING    OVER    THE    TOP: 

•  HARRY  REINHARDT  ...Asst.  Eng,  Gen.  Office  ROBERT  CAVANAUGH Meter  Reader         A 
CAPTAIN  ENGINEERS.                                                                   UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  ^Wf 

KENNETH  Q.  VOLK  ...Special  Agt,  Gen.  Office  THOS.   GRIFFIN Clerk,   Storekeeper 

FIRST  LIEUTENANT.  ENGINEERS.  NATIONAL  ARMY. 

•   C.  H.  WINES....Service  Dept.  Oak.  Bus.  Office  FLORENCE  McCARTHY..Service  Department  , 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  NATIONAL  ARMY.  ,^^^^ 

E.  BROWNELL.  ...Pumper,  Rose  Street  Station  D.  HILL Garage,  Yards      ^\ 

AERO  SQUADRON.  NATIONAL  ARMY. 

W.  DORRFEL    .Eng.  24th  Ave.  Pumping  Sta.  L.  E.  HUME Clerk,  Oakland 

•  AERO  SQUADRON.  UNITED  STATES  ARMY.  A 

HAROLD   DAVIE. ...Asst.  Caret'r  Central  Res.  P.    1.1  PARIA  Pipefitter   "^Jf 

ENGINEERS.  NATIONAL  ARMY.  r\, 

NICHOLAS  PLEITCH Foreman,  Richmond  VICTOR  J.  RAZZANO Pumper 

NATIONAL  ARMY.  NATIONAL  ARMY. 

*\V\1.    SLINKER.     Warehouse    Foreman,    Oakl.  K.    LUCHES1  General    Utility    Man    ■^■JL^ 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  NATIONAL  ARMY. 

LAWRENCE   C.   BLANCHARD Tel.   Opr.  W.  W.  GILLIN Blow-off  Man 

AMRULANCE  CORPS.  SOMEWHERE  IN  FRANCE.  U.  S.  TRANSPORT  SERVICE. 

•  W.  B.  BOGGS..Material  Clerk,  San  Pablo  Dam  ELMER  A.  SHONANDER Meter  Reader         A 
NATIONAL  ARMY.                                                                       UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  ^^^BP^ 

H.  FOX Yard  Foreman,  Oakland  R.  H.  O'CONNER Pumper      ^^ 

NATIONAL  ARMY.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

•  L.  M.  WARD Clerk,  Berkeley  Office  JOHN    LARSEN Clerk 
UNITED  STATES  NAVY.                                                                       NATIONAL  ARMY.  A 

P.  KATZ Hydrant  Inspector,  General  Office  A.    R.    JONES Pumper      ^^ 

NATIONAL  ARMY.  ASST.   ENGINEER   U.   S.   MARINES 

C.  HEPLER    .Fireman,  Fitchburg  Pump.  Sta.  ROBT.  G.  ADAMS..Cost  Ac't,  San  Pablo  Proj. 

•  NATIONAL  ARMY.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  . 

M.  P.  DALEY Meter  Reader,  General  F.  H.   DORSAY     Eng.  Dept.,  San   Pablo  Proj.  ^W^ 
UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  ^^^ 

D.  H.  ELLIOTT Manager,  Berkeley  Office  RAY  GOODWIN  ...Eng.  Dept.  San  Pablo  Proj. 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  U.  S.  ENGINEER  CORPS. 

*B.  ANDREANI Chauffeur,  General  Office  J.  W.  BARKLAY. ...Stream  Gauger  S.  P.  Proj.  ,^^_ 
UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  NATIONAL  ARMY. 
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Set  it  down  as  a  fact 
to  which  there  is  no 
exceptions,  that  we 
must  labor  for  all 
that  we  have,  and  that 
nothing  is  worth  pos 
sessing,  or  offering  to 
others,  which  costs 
us  nothing. 

John  Todd 


KlLNAUGHTON    BAY   AND    ChURCI? 


Scene  Near  Where  the  S.  S.  Tuscania  was  TorpIoe 


1  HIS  PICTURE  is  a  reproduction  of  a  painting  by  A.  Shanks,  British  Army  Officer,  who  -Is  or 
of  Democracy  on  the  "Western  Battle  Front.     Some  of  the  survivors  were  landed  at  the  poii 
buried  in  the  spot  indicated  by  the  "X"  on  the  lower  right  side  of  the  picture.     Just  to  the  ft 


Supplement  to  October,  1918,  issue  of  "Bubbles",  the  House    Sj. 


iard,  Isle  of  Islay,  Scotland 


rpoed,  February  5,  1918,  by  a  German  "Un  Boat 

v    on  the  scene  at  the  time  of  the  disaster,  and  who  has  since  given  his  life  for  the  cause 
ir.ndicated  by  the  circle  (near  Port  Ellen)  and  provided  with  shelter  there,  and   many  were 
X  of  the  tower,  and  eighteen  miles  beyond,  lies  the  Tuscania. 


ce(an  of  the  East  Bay  Water  Company,  Oakland,  California. 
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BUBBLES  FROM  OUR  HEROES 


[Many  of  the  employes  of  this  Company  who  entered   the  military  service   are   "over    there"   and  in 
the  trenches.     In  this  issue  some  interesting  letters    and   messages    from    them    are    published. — Ed.] 


Ed  Brownell 

Every  one  remembers  good  natured  Ed 
Brownell,  who  was  employed  as  an  engineer 
at  the  Rose  Street  pumping  plant  up  to  the 
time  he  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Aviation  Corps. 

We  published  a  letter  from  Ed  in  the 
January,  1918,  issue  of  BUBBLES  and  at 
that  time  he  was  located  at  Hempstead,  L.  I., 
N.  Y.  A  little  later  he  sailed  with  his 
squadron  on  the  steamship  Tuscania,  which 
was  torpedoed  by  a  Hun  "Sub"  off  the  coast 
of  Scotland.  Ed  with  six  other  survivors 
was  given  shelter  by  a  family  named  Shanks 
at  Port  Ellen,  Islay,  Scotland.  Since  the 
Tuscania  accident  Ed  has  evidently  met  with 
another  accident  as  it  appears  he  is  in  a  hos- 
pital in  Liverpool,  England. 

The  following  letter  from  Jetty  B.  Shanks 


to  Ed's  mother  in  Oakland  is  most  interesting. 
The  four-color  process  print  of  a  painting 
accompanying  this  issue  of  BUBBLES  was 
made  possible  through  the  courtesy  of  Ed's 
mother. 

Jetty  Shanks'  brother,  a  British  army  offi- 
cer, and  by  profession  an  artist,  painted, 
as  best  he  could  from  recollection,  a 
picture  of  the  sea,  coast  and  dwellings 
thereon  where  Ed  Brownell  and  his  compan- 
ions landed.  We  learn  that  since  he  painted 
the  picture  he  was  slain  in  battle  on  the  West- 
ern front.  Just  to  the  left  of  the  sailing 
vessel  and  eighteen  miles  beyond  the  Tuscania 
went  down.  The  black  "X"  in  the  lower 
right  hand  corner  marks  the  spot  where 
eighty  of  our  brave  boys  are  buried.  The 
black  dot  in  the  lower  left  hand  corner  is 
intended  to  indicate  where  Ed  landed. 

40  Arundel  Avenue, 

Sefton  Park,  Liverpool, 
Dear  Mrs.  Brownell:  l2ttl  August,    1918. 

Perhaps  as  an  introduction  I  had  better  say 
that  my  home  is  at  Port  Ellen,  Island  of  Islay, 
Scotland,  and  that  I  am  here  on  a  holiday.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  entertain  seven  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  ill-fated  "Tuscania,"  and  among 
them  was  your  son.  Last  week  I  had  word 
from  him  in  Liverpool,  telling  me  of  his  acci- 
dent. To  be  truthful,  I  am  not  quite  clear  as  to 
which  he  was — he  says  that  I've  mixed  them  up. 
However,  the  general  experience  in  that  awful 
disaster  was  more  or  less  the  individual  one. 

Your  son  says  that  possibly  you  might  like  me 
to  tell  you  about  that  time.  The  transport  was 
torpedoed  about  eighteen  miles  from  Islay  on 
the  Tuesday  or  Monday  evening,  and  the  sur- 
vivors arrived  in  boats  early  next  morning.  The 
sea  was  very  rough,  and  evidently  the  boys  knew 
little  or  nothing  of  the  handling  of  boats,  and  in 
such  an  angry  sea  the  results  were  disastrous. 
Our  coast  is  very  rocky.  The  difficulty  of  as- 
cending the  cliff,  in  their  exhausted  condition, 
was  awful.  Many  perished,  being  dashed  against 
the  rocks.  Your  son,  if  I  am  right,  and  I  think 
now  that  I  am,  had  to  cut  off  sleeves  of  his  shirt 
to  tie  himself  to  his  life-belt.  He  had  lost 
everything — his  great  coat  and  other  coat,  and 
had  contracted  a  very  bad  cold.  (He  tells  me 
he  was  the  one  that  had  the  cold ;  I  mixed  him 
up  with  the  guest  who  spoke  of  his  grand- 
parents.) Having  plenty  of  room,  we  had  seven 
of  them,  put  on  rousing  fires  and  had  quite  a 
nice  evening.  My  sister  had  some  liniment  in 
and  she  doctored  your  son  and  he  was  able  to 
join  in  the  singing,  etc.,  we  had  after  dinner. 
I  remember  him  singing  "Mother's  Rosary." 
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We  have  no  men  folk  of  our  own  at  home, 
but  when  they  were  playing  and  singing  I  slipped 
out  and  got  them  shirts,  singlets,  stockings  and 
coats,  and  I  saw  that  your  boy  had  a  "well- 
toasted"  shirt  etc.,  to  the  hotel  with  him  and 
was  glad  he  had  it,  when  told  that  they  were 
ordered  off  in  the  morning.  He  looked  very  pale 
and  worn,  I  thought,  but  they  were  all  wonder- 
ful after  what  they  came   through. 

The  evening  was  very  pleasantly  passed.  I 
was  only  sorry  they  all  left  the  island  the  fol- 
lowing morning;  they  would  have  been  much 
the  better  of  a  rest  in  Islay  for  a  few  days. 
But  after  all  they  were  the  fortunate  ones. 
For  days  bodies  were  washed  ashore  till  there 
were  about  200  in  all.  My  sister  and  I  were  at 
the  first  funeral — 61  in  all.  They  are  buried 
just  beside  our  own  graveyard,  about  one  mile 
from  our  village,  Port  Ellen,  at  a  place  called 
Kilnaughton,  a  lovely  spot  looking  straight  out 
to  the  channel  where  the  Huns  struck.  There 
are  now  188  buried  down  there,  and  the  graves 
were  quite  lovely  when  I  went  down  three  weeks 
ago.  They  are  covered  with  little  American 
flags  and  shells  in  red,  white  and  blue  forming 
U.  S.  A.  My  brother  painted  a  picture  of  it 
for  your  son  for  me,  and  I  sent  it  on  from 
Islay,  but  he  has  not  received  it — possibly  they 
won't  allow  it  through  post.  I  was  stupid 
enough  to  write  something  about  Tuscania  on 
back  of  picture,   telling  exact  spot. 

We  saw  a  very  sad  sight  from  our  window — 
one  boat  come  in  upside  down.  Being  very 
large  and  strong,  the  men  could  not  turn  her 
for  a  day  or  so  till  tide  was  favorable.  When 
she  was  righted  there  were  three  soldier  boys 
lying  inside  with  their  arms  twisted  around  seats. 
One  lifeboat  came  in  just  below  my  school  with 
25.  They  came  off  best ;  they  had  a  sailor  with 
them.  A  boy  from  Port  Ellen  was  an  electrical 
engineer  on  board,  and  he  anchored  his  boat 
out  from  Oa,  well  knowing  the  dangerous  coast, 
and  in  spite  of  the  murmunngs,  etc.,  of  the 
others,  waited ;  consequently  they  were  all  safely 
landed  in  Ireland  by  a  British  destroyer.  If  the 
other  boys  had  just  waited  it  might  have  been 
different. 

Those  who  found  a  resting  place  in  Islay  could 
not  have  been  more  tenderly  treated  or  more 
grieved  for.  They,  even  when  one  poor  body 
was  washed  ashore  weeks  after,  were  buried  with 
military  honors.  My  headmaster  was  head  of 
the  volunteers  and  responsible  for  the  "Last 
Post."  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  kindness 
itself  to  the  survivors.  Going  along  the  village 
to  school  (I  am  a  school  teacher)  you  met 
women  in  little  batches  weeping  as  for  their 
own,  to  many  a  tearing  afresh  of  half-healed 
wounds — for  who  has  not  suffered  in  this  awful 
strife ! 

"Oh,   Islay,   fair  Islay,   thou  dear  mother 
Islay, 
Young    heroes    are    sleeping    beneath 
thy  green  sod, 
And  Islay,  dear  Islay,  well,  well  be  thou 
keeping ; 
Their  dust  awaiting  the  great  day  of 

God." 
(Some  old  poetry,  slightly  altered.) 


I  have  a  little  nephew  called  Islay,  and  all  that 
I  held  dearest  is  lying  beneath  its  green  sod ;  but 
still  we  must  go  on,  and  it  is  the  taking  up  of 
the   threads   again   that   hurts   so. 

Shall  be  very  pleased  to  hear  from  you  or  do 
anything  for  you — or  if  you  know  of  any  who 
would  like  information  about  their  boys.  I  see 
some  of  the  letters  from  America  published — I 
hate  publicity.    Islay  only  did  its  duty. 

Your  son  tells  me  he  is  better  and  will  be  out 
of  hospital  next  week.  He  will  be  all  the  better 
of  his  rest. 

With  very  kindest  regards, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

JETTY  B.  SHANKS. 

My  address  (permanent)  is 

Port  Ellen,  Islay,  Scotland. 

Please  do  not  think  I  am  a  young  girl — my 
"dancing  days"  are  over  long  ago,  and  it  is  as  a 
friend  I  write  to  you,  your  son,  or  any  of  the 
seven  we  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining. 


Harry  Fox 

Harry  Fox  was  formerly  yard  foreman 
at  the  corporation  yards,  22nd  and  Adeline 
Streets.      The  reader  will  observe  that  Harry 
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tried  to  put  one  over  on  the  censor.  How- 
ever, the  censor's  eagle  eye  was  at  work  and 
the  scissors  cut  out  something: 

Dear   Mother: 

Am  in  the  best  of  health  and  hope  everybody 
at   home  is   the   same. 

We  had  a  fine  time  coming  over  and  the  best 
of  weather  on  the  sea  trip.  About  the  only  thing 
that  bothered  me  was  my  appetite,  and  it  took 
nearly  all  my  money  buying  eats,  not  that  we 
don't  get  enough,  but  the  trip  seemed  to  make 
me   hungry. 

I  am  not  sure  just  how  much  a  fellow  can  say 
to  get  by  the  censor,  so  I  won't  write  much  this 
time  and  make  sure  this  gets  home.  I  can  say 
that  we  are  (deleted  by  Censor)  are  now  in 
an  ancient  part  of  France  in  about  the  prettiest 
spot  in  the  world,  and  I  sure  like  it. 

We  are  expecting  to  get  some  mail  any  time 
now,  and  sure  hope  it  will  be  soon,  as  I  only 
received  two  letters  in  about  a  month  and  a 
half,  and  neither  one  of  them  was  from  home. 

Give  my  best  regards  to  everybody,  and  with 
love   to  all,   I  am, 

Your    loving    son, 

HARRY. 

P.  S. — Will  write  more  next  time. 


A  MESSAGE  OF  APPRECIATION 

East   Bay   Water   Co., 

Oakland,    Cal. 
Kind  Friends : 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  appropriate  time 
to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  kind  thought  of 
those  who  made  it  possible  for  me  to  take  that 
wonderful  trip  south  to  Camp  Kearny  to  see  my  son 
before  he  left  for  "over  seas." 

During  those  six  never-to-be-forgotten  days,  he 
spoke  many  times  of  the  grand  surprise  in  seeing  me 
and  how  much  it  meant  to  him. 

He  wished  me  to  extend  his  very  best  wishes  along 
with  my  most   sincere   ones. 

Gratefully   yours, 

MRS.  A.  HOMER. 


Fred  Homer 


BENNIE  ANDREANI 

Every  one,  no  doubt,  remembers  Bennie 
Andreani,  the  popular  little  automobile  driver 
for  General  Manager  Wilhelm.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  covers,  in  a  general  way, 
Bennie's  movements  since  leaving  us  up  to  the 
present  time  and  what  he  is  now  doing.  'Tis 
thrilling  work  and  makes  us  all  the  more 
proud  of  Bennie  and  his  kind. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Paul 
Daniels,  wife  of  our  Sanitary  Engineer  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Country  Division,  we 
are  able  to  show  in  this  issue  the  latest  photo- 
graph of  Bennie  in  U.  S.  Navy  uniform. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  have  sort  of  adopted 
Bennie  and  it  is  just  such  kind  acts  as  this  in 
placing  near  to  a  young  man's  heart  the 
influence  of  a  good  home  and  a  motherly 
interest  that  makes  him  spur  on  and  fight  for 
democracy. 

September   23,    1918. 
Dear  Mr.  Thatcher : 

Just  a  line  or  two  to  let  you  know  that  I  am 
still  amongst  the  living. 

After  leaving  Oakland  Christmas,  went  back 
to  San  Pedro.  About  February  15th  we  were 
told  that  morning  to  pack  hammocks  and  bags 
and  stand  by.  Two  hours  later  we  were  en 
route  East.  After  having  a  wonderful  trip  East 
we  arrived  at  Pelham  Park.  They  gave  us  all 
the  preference  to  stay  and  study  for  a  rating. 
But  most  of  us  were  desirous  of  seeing  active 
service.  We  put  on  an  exhibition  drill  for  the 
Woman's  Overseas  Club  at  the  Madison  Square 
Garden. 

We  received  a  big  hand  for  our  hard  work. 
From  there  we  were  shipped  to  the  Navy  rifle 
range  at  Peekshill.  We  were  there  seven  days. 
Made  expert  riflemen.  Then  we  had  our  choice 
to  go  back  to  Pelham  to  study  for  Petty  Officers, 
or  being  a  port  guard.     And  last,  but  not  least, 
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Bennie  Andreani 

the  Mine  Sweepers  or  the  "Suicide  Club."  About 
seventy-five  of  us  California  boys  stepped  right 
out.  Two  hours  later  we  were  on  the  train 
bound  for   the  base   at   Staten   Island. 

It  is  our  duty  to  sweep  ahead  of  the  convoys. 
We  go  out  about  two  hours  ahead  of  the  con- 
voys. It  is  a  wonderful  sight  to  see  a  big  convoy 
go  across. 

Big  transports  escorted  by  cruisers,  destroyers, 
aeroplanes  and  sweepers.  It  makes  you  feel 
proud  that  you  are  an  American  when  you  see 
"Old  Glory"  waving  defiance  at  a  murderous 
sneaky  sub. 

The  day  the  San  Diego  was  sunk  our  flotilla 
of  sweepers  picked  up  several  mines. 

Our  boat  had  the  extreme  pleasure  of  getting 
two  mines  which  exploded  on  our  wire.  It  just 
about  shook  our  boat  to  pieces.  In  fact,  it  threw 
some  of  the  boys  out  of  the  bunks  who  had 
just   come  off  watch. 

Then  we  were  a  happy  crowd.  You  know  in 
this  game  you  want  action,  and  plenty  of  it. 

We  had  what  we  believe  was  a  sub  caught 
in  our  cable.  We  dropped  about  twenty  "ash 
cans"  (navy  slang  for  depth  charges)  on  it. 
Then  they  had  a  diver  come  out.     Went  down, 


came  up,  but  wouldn't  speak.  Marked  the  spot 
with  a  buoy. 

We  were  five  miles  from  the  Frederick  Kellogg 
when  she  was  torpedoed  off  the  Jersey  coast. 
Then  a  week  later  we  helped  tow  her  in  to  New 
York.  She  was  built  at  the  Union  Iron  Works, 
Alameda. 

The  weather  is  getting  terribly  rough,  and 
these  boats  are  the  roughest  on  record.  A 
destroyer  is  considered  bad,  but  they  are  Heaven 
to  these.  Seas  break  clear  over  them  and  they 
pitch  and  toss  like  corks.  We  have  to  wear 
life   belts    at   all   times. 

Every  once  in  a  while  we  will  ship  a  sea  and 
just  about  flood  our  sleeping  quarters.  Wake  up 
some  mornings  and  all  you  have  to  do  is  toss 
out  a  line  and  fish  from  your  bunk.  We  stand 
six  hours  on  and  six  off,  except  when  a  sub 
has  been  operating  close  in.  Then  we  do  about 
twenty   hours   on   and   four   off. 

Now  we  are  enjoying  a  good  rest ;  we  are  in 
drydock.  We  were  going  to  a  munition  ship 
that  was  burning.  On  our  way  down  another 
ship  hit  us  and  smashed  our  bow  in,  so  hence 
the  rest. 

The  food  and  treatment  is  the  very  best, 
and  am  more  than  satisfied  to  work  for  dear  old 
"Uncle  Sam"  until  he  has  wiped  the  Hun  off  the 
map. 

Receive  BUBBLES  right  along  and  enjoy  it  im- 
mensely. When  reading  it,  just  like  sitting  in 
the  office  and  seeing  everybody  it  refers  to. 

Hope  this  finds  all  of  the  personnel  of  the 
company  well  and  happy,  and  if  a  mine  or  a 
sub  doesn't  sneak  one  over  on  us  will  be  back 
to   shake  hands  with  all. 

Tell  everyone  to  buy  bonds  and  we  will  do 
the  rest.     With  best   of  luck, 

BENNIE  ANDREANI, 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 


PHIL  KATZ 

Before  entering  the  military  service  Phil 
Katz  was  employed  by  this  Company  as 
Hydrant  Inspector.  The  following  letter  is 
from  Phil  to  John  (Jack)  Frick,  service 
department,  Berkeley  Division.  Phil's  sense 
of  taste  for  cleanliness  appears  to  be  para- 
mount. The  letter  is  most  interesting  and 
we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  assist  "Jack"  Frick 
in  passing  it  around  among  Phil's  friends: 

Somewhere   in  France, 

August  18,  1918. 

Dear  rnend  Jack: 

Had  fully  intended  writing  to  you  before  this, 
but  you  know  how  it  is  when  you  put  any- 
thing off  for  a  day,  a  month  goes  by  before  one 
realizes  it,  and  such  is  the  case  with  me.  Had  a 
wonderful  trip  across  the  States,  and  every  place 
we  passed  we  were  greeted  with  a  big  cheer, 
tobacco,  fruit,  candy,  ice  cream,  books  and 
magazines.  Had  a  parade  in  several  of  the 
large  cities.  At  Chicago  we  went  up  to  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  had  a  much  needed  bath.  The 
train  stopped  about  thirty  miles  from  Buffalo, 
and  we  had  a  swim  in  Lake  Erie.  The  water 
was   quite   cold,  but   clear   and   refreshing.      Had 
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an  eight-hour  pass  be- 
fore we  left  the  eastern 
camp,  so  had  a  one- 
eyed  look  at  New  York, 
during  which  time  I 
managed  to  see  some  of 
Broadway  and  the  fam- 
ous Riverside  Drive. 
Also  had  a  million- 
dollar  feed.  On  the 
trip  down  the  Hudson 
River  I  had  a  fine  view 
of  the  Palisades  and 
New  York's  skyline.  Of 
the  trip  across  the  ocean 
there  is  very  little  to 
write  about.  The  only 
excitement  on  board 
was  occasioned  by  a 
log  floating  by  straight 
up,  which  looked  a 
great  deal  like  a  peri- 
The  weather  was  calm  during  the 
that  some  of  the  boys 
for     several    days. 


Phil  Katz 


scope. 

whole     trip,     but     at 

managed     to     stay     sea-sick 

We     had     to     sleep    in    hammocks,     which    put 

me    in    mind    of    old    times,    and    every    night    I 

always   had   a   laugh   coming   watching   the   gang 

trying  to  get  settled  for  the  night.     Try  as  they 

would,  some  of  the  boys  could  not  get  used  to 

them,  and  it  was  better  than  a  circus. 

Landed  at  a  French  seaport,  and  after  a  day's 
rest  at  one  of  the  famous  rest  camps  (where  the 
only  thing  we  rested  was  our  stomachs)  we  were 
loaded,  bag  and  baggage,  into  box  cars  and 
away  we  went,  humpty  bump,  over  sunny  France. 
I  wish  you  could  have  seen  that  collection  of 
cars.  There  were  about  thirty  of  them,  and  no 
two  were  alike,  they  being  all  shapes  and  sizes. 
The  whistle  on  the  engine  sounded  like  the 
peanut  stand  out  at  the  Cliff  House,  and  one 
look  at  the  whole  mess  would  easily  convince  a 
white  man  that  it  was  relegated  from  a  scrap 
heap. 

The  next  day  we  stopped  at  a  place  where 
the  natives  would  take  American  money,  and 
after  trading  some  of  the  good  old  "In  God  We 
Trust"  for  some  awful  French  wine,  no  one 
cared  whether  they  slept  or  not.  The  trip 
surely  put  me  in  mind  of  our  trip  across  the 
States  because  it  was  so  different,  but  now  I 
can  look  back  on  the  whole  thing  and  grin. 

We  finally  landed  at  a  little  village,  and  after 
a  march  of  about  three  miles  we  came  to  the 
village  where  we  were  to  stop  for  several  days. 
No  feather  bed  ever  felt  softer  than  the  hay 
pile  I  slept  in  that  night,  nor  did  anything  taste 
better  than  the  breakfast  our  own  cooks  cooked 
for  us  the  next  morning  after  living  on  the 
awful  apology  some  people's  children  call  food. 

We  wanted  a  bath  worse  than  anything,  and 
the  natives  kept  telling  us  to  go  one  kilometer 
down  stream  and  we  would  find  deep  water, 
but  in  that  respect  they  are  worse  than  the 
scissor  bill  farmers  at  home,  for  after  walking 
for  over  an  hour  the  deepest  water  we  could 
find  came  up  to  our  knees,  and  it  was  ice  cold 
in  the  bargain,  but  it  was  better  than  nothing 
at  all,  so,  as  the  Englishman  would  say,  we  man- 
aged to  have  our  tub,  old  top. 


I  bought  a  chicken  from  an  old  woman,  but 
had  to  pay  another  one  to  cook  it  for  me, 
which  was  all  right,  but  when  I  was  eating  it 
the  woman  I  bought  it  from  came  along  and 
begged  some  of  it  from  me.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  see  cats,  dogs,  ducks  and  chickens  in 
the  same  room  with  the  people.  The  houses 
and  barns  are  all  built  in  one,  the  horses  and 
cattle  living  on  one  side  and  the  people  on  the 
other  side,  with  a  door  connecting.  Usually 
one  room  serves  as  dining-room,  bedroom  and 
kitchen.  Bath  rooms  are  unheard  of.  The  old 
man  who  owned  the  place  where  we  were  living 
was  quite  anxious  to  learn  English,  and  I  was 
doing  my  best  to  teach  him,  but  was  told  all  I 
knew  was  how  to  swear.  He  cried  the  day  we 
left,  for  he  hated  to  see  us  go,  and  I  hated  to 
leave,  for  he  had  some  very  good  wine  that  he 
was   quite   generous   with. 

We  are  staying  in  a  much  cleaner  town  among 
a  better  class  of  people.  They  call  the  place 
where  we  are  living  a  billet,  but  I  know  back 
home  they  would  call  the  blamed  thing  a  barn. 
In  it  are  about  thirty  men,  eleven  rabbits  and  a 
flock  of  chickens.  The  rats  never  congregate 
long  enough  in  one  place  to  be  counted,  so  their 
census  is  unknown.  When  going  to  bed  I  can 
look  through  the  cracks  of  the  floor  and  see  the 
chickens  retiring  for  the  night,  but  as  they  are 
of  the  feathered  variety,  I  am  not  troubled  with 
sore    eyes. 

About  an  hour's  walk  from  here  there  is  a  canal 
about  twenty  feet  wide  and  ten  feet  deep,  where 
we  take  our  baths.  The  banks  go  straight  down, 
and  there  is  no  place  to  stand,  so  we  have  to 
dive  in  to  get  wet  and  then  climb  out  and  soap 
ourselves ;  then  for  another  dive  to  wash  the 
soap  off.  After  repeating  the  operation  several 
times  you  can  manage  to  get  clean.  Take  a 
tip  from  me,  old  man,  if  ever  you  should  happen 
to  travel  in  this  part  of  France,  be  sure  and  bring 
your  own  bath  tub  with  you.  If  ever  I  see  an 
"honest  to  gosh"  bath  tub  again,  with  real  hot 
water  in  it,  you  won't  be  able  to  chase  me  out 
with  a  machine  gun. 

We  are  working  hard  six  days  a  week,  the 
work  we  had  at  Camp  Lewis  being  mere  child's 
play  to  what  we  are  getting  now.  We  are  wear- 
ing our  iron  sunbonnets,  and  although  they  only 
weigh  about  four  pounds,  at  night  I  think  I  have 
been  doing  the  old  man  Atlas  stunt  and  carry- 
ing the  world  around  on  my  innocent  head  all 
day.  The  weather  is  scorching  hot,  and  I  surely 
would  love  to  have  a  big  "chunk"  of  "  'Frisco" 
fog  to  bite  on  right  now.  Well,  old  scout,  we 
have  no  lights  here  of  any  kind,  and  it  is  getting 
too  dark  to  write,  so  I'll  have  to  wind  up  and 
retire  to  my  Ostermoor  of  French  hay,  which 
packs  down  as  solid  as  a  soft  board.  As  time 
is  a  scarce  article  around  these  parts,  do  me  the 
favor  of  passing  this  around  among  the  boys. 
Give  them  all  my  very  kindest  regards  and  tell 
them  I  will  write  again  when  the  opportunity 
presents  itself.  Trusting  these  few  lines  find 
you  enjoying  the  best  of  health,  I'll  say  good- 
night.    Write  when  you  get  a  chance  to. 

Yours  sincerely, 

PHIL  KATZ. 
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W.  W.  GlLLIN 


e-a  \M  <v      'V.  Mi 


The  boys  are  all  mighty  good  to  remember  us,  when  on  the  other  side. 
"Wally"  Gillin  has  bobbed  up  in  Japan.  He  recently  enlisted  in  the 
Transport  Service  and  by  drawing  on  our  imagination  a  little  we  think  his 
boat  must  have  taken  a  bunch  of  our  warriors  to  Siberia.  "Wally,"  of 
course,  when  visiting  a  large  city  would  proceed  to  find  out  something  of 
the  water  supply.  His  post  card  is  here  reproduced,  both  sides.  It  is 
self  explanatory. 


Water  Works  at  Nishiyama,  Nagasaki, 
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Fred  H.  Dorsaz 

Sergeant  U.  S.  Engineer  Corps 

The  following  letter  is  from  Fred  H. 
Dorsaz  to  his  mother.  Fred  was  formerly 
connected  with  the  Engineering  Department 
of  the  San  Pablo  Project  and  the  last  word 
from  him  indicated  that  he  was  with  the  1  1  7th 
U.  S.  Engineers  as  Sergeant.  His  letter  is, 
indeed,  most  interesting: 

France,  August   10,   1918. 
Dear  Mother : 

It  has  been  a  month  since  I  have  written 
you.  I  wrote  a  postal  a  week  or  so  ago,  saying 
I  was  well,  but  I  have  been  so  busy  and  tired 
and  we  have  been  on  the  move  so  much  and  no 
chance  to  mail  anything  that  you  will  have  to 
excuse  me   this   time. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  you  and  the 
Chronicle.     Was   very   glad   to    get   them. 

We  moved  from  one  battle  front,  where  we 
were  fighting  with  the  French,   to   the  American 


sector,  where  we  have  been  busy  pushing  back 
the  Germans.  We  got  here  just  as  we  started 
the  Boche  on  the  run,  and  we  have  been  on  the 
move  ever  since.  We  would  work  all  night  re- 
pairing roads,  and  after  a  few  hours  of  sleep 
would  move  to  a  different  place  for  a  day,  or 
possibly  two,  and  then  on  the  move  again.  It 
was  raining  most  of  the  time,  and  absolutely 
everything  that  I  owned  was  soaking  wet.  It 
seemed  that  my  back  weighed  a  ton,  and  every 
mile  walked  was   like  going  five. 

We  would  arrive  in  a  camp  in  the  woods,  dig 
a  hole  about  three  feet  deep,  roll  up  in  a  wet 
blanket  for  a  few  hours  of  sleep,  then  up  and 
at  it  again. 

For  two  days  we  were  held  for  reserve  in- 
fantry, but  were  not  called  upon,  so  had  a 
couple  of  days  of  much  needed  rest. 

I  have  seen  towns  that  were  nothing  but 
heaps  of  stone.  Every  house  in  the  town  had 
been  completely  destroyed  by  the  artillery ;  not  a 
roof  or  a  wall  left  standing.  We  lived  for  two 
days  in  a  town  that  was  quite  an  important 
place,  a  kind  of  a  center  from  which  the  main 
roads  radiated.  It  had  been  taken,  lost  and 
retaken  many  times  during  the  advance  of  the 
Americans.  In  fact,  it  was  our  division  that 
had  to  take  several  towns  which  were  quite 
important.  In  this  larger  town  where  we  stayed 
there  was  not  a  single  building  in  the  entire 
town  that  did  not  have  several  shots  in  them. 
We  cleaned  out  a  couple  of  buildings  and  scout- 
ed all  through  the  town  until  every  man  had  a 
spring  mattress  to  sleep  on.  I  had  two  portieres 
under  me  which  were  certainly  beautiful  pieces 
of  work ;  Persian  work  on  one  side  and  silk  on 
the  other.  Some  of  the  people  had  been  very 
well-to-do.  It  was  a  shame  to  see  how  some  of 
the  furniture  and  fixtures  had  been  destroyed.  I 
guess  this  was  too  good  for  us,  as  we  only 
stayed  here  two  nights,  when  we  were  moved  on 
again.  After  that  we  moved  further  up  near 
a  place  we  had  been  before.  At  present  we  are 
on  our  way  to  the  rear.  I  don't  know  just  how 
far  back  we  are  going,  but  I  hope  it  is  where 
we  can  at  least  get  a  bath  and  clean  up  a  bit. 

I  have  not  had  my  clothes  off  for  a  month, 
and  I  am  certainly  dirty.  I  am  afraid  to  take 
my  socks  off,  as  I  am  liable  to  forget  which 
foot  they  belong  on,  and  then  they  would  not 
fit,  and  the  first  hike  I  took  my  feet  would  get 
sore. 

It  is  certainly  some  life.  I  will  surely  be  an 
awful  crab  or  the  most  contented  person  on 
earth  if  I  get  back  to  the  States.  It  is  a  grand 
and  glorious  feeling  to  have  to  wake  up  about 
midnight  and  be  told  to  pack  up  in  the  dark 
without  a  light  of  any  kind  and  then  walk  till 
morning. 

France,   August    21,    1918. 

I  guess  it  is  about  time  I  was  finishing  this 
letter.  Have  been  on  the  move  again  for  the 
last  ten  days,  and  we  are  now  behind  the  lines 
where  all  is  quiet  and  peaceful  again.  No  sound 
of  shells  or  even  aeroplanes.  Just  a  quiet  farm- 
ing  district.      It   is    certainly   a    change,    for    the 
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infantry  advance  so  fast  that  the  artillery  could 
hardly  keep  in  range  of  the  Boche.  In  fact,  lots 
of  times  when  they  would  get  ready  to  fire 
they  would  get  orders  to  move  up,  as  the  Ger- 
mans had  retreated  out  of  their  range.  So  you 
can  see  how  we  were  fixed.  About  the  time  we 
were  settled  and  ready  to  work  they  would 
find  other  work  for  us  further  ahead  which  had 
to  be  done  at  once,  so  away  we  were  sent  again. 

I  had  a  pass  to  go  into  Paris  for  forty-eight 
hours.  Was  there  thirty-six  hours  and  surely 
had  a  great  time.  You  can  imagine  what  it 
meant  to  get  into  a  town  after  ten  months  in  the 
country,  the  last  six  of  which  were  in  the 
trenches.  All  the  towns  where  we  land  are 
nothing  more  than  little  villages.  Many  of  them 
only  have  a  few  houses,  and  not  even  a  store. 
One  has  to  send  outside  for  everything.  It 
seemed  funny  to  get  into  Paris  and  see  a  taxicab, 
street  cars,  sidewalks  and  decent  looking  build- 
ings. 

There  are  some  wonderful  sights  to  be  seen. 
We  did  not  have  near  time  enough.  I  would 
like  to  go  back  for  a  few  days  or  a  week. 
Lots  of  their  statues  are  covered  up  to  protect 
them  from  air  raids. 

We  landed  there  at  1  1  :30  p.  m.  Everything 
was  dark  and  we  had  quite  a  time  finding  a 
hotel.  The  next  morning  we  cleaned  up  and 
went  to  Versailles.  That  afternoon  we  went 
to  see  the  castle  and  grounds  of  the  Kings  of 
France.  It  was  a  beautiful  place.  We  went 
through  one  room  that  was  about  sixty  feet 
wide  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long.  On 
the  walls  were  large  oil  paintings  20  x  30  feet, 
illustrating  all  the  great  battles  that  France  had 
had  up  to  the  time  of  Napoleon.  Even  the  ceil- 
ings  were   oil   paintings. 

I  don't  know  just  how  many  rooms  we  went 
through,  but  we  were  on  the  move  all  after- 
noon and  all  the  rooms  were  like  this  one, 
nothing  but  oil  paintings  on  the  walls  and  ceil- 
ings. The  gardens  were  more  elaborate  than  the 
Fair  grounds,  so  you  can  imagine  what  they 
were  like. 

The  next  day  we  took  flying  glimpses  of  many 
points  of  interest  in  the  city  of  Paris,  and  left 
there  at  5:30  p.  m.  to  go  back  to  camp  after 
having  one  of  the  best  times  I  ever  had.  I  en- 
joyed Paris  a  great  deal  more  than  I  did  New 
York.  New  York  has  higher  buildings,  bigger 
bridges,  more  lights,  more  noise  and  quicker 
movements,  but  it  has  nothing  on  Paris.  The 
next  day  we  left  to  come  here,  and  I  guess  we 
will  be  here  a  month  or  so  before  we  leave. 

I  wrote  and  told  you  I  received  that  check. 
Spent  about  half  of  it  for  a  watch.  When  any- 
body tells  you  that  we  only  need  five  dollars 
a  month  they  don't  know  what  they  are  talking 
about.  It  is  all  right  to  read  about  all  this,  but 
when  you  are  right  in  it,  it  is  entirely  different. 
When  you  live  the  life  we  do  and  are  liable  to 
be  killed  any  moment,  when  you  eat  when  you 
can  get  it  to  you,  it  is  all  different.  I  have  seen 
eight  of  us  make  a  meal  on  one  piece  of  bread 
each  and  a  pint  can  of  beans.  That  is,  one  can 
for  eight    (about   two  spoonfulls  each)    and  then 


walk  ten  or  twelve  miles.  But  we  don't  kick,  as 
that  is  part  of  the  game,  and  they  are  doing  the 
best  they  can  by  us,  and  maybe  the  next  day  we 
have  steak.  When  we  get  into  a  town  where  we 
can  buy  anything  we  load  up  on  eggs  or  any- 
thing we  can  get  our  hands  on.  By  the  time 
we  get  through  a  meal  will  cost  us  a  couple  of 
dollars,  and  even  that  does  not  include  wine. 
So  you  can  see  where  one  would  land  on  five 
dollars. 

We  are  all  broke  about  two  weeks  after  pay 
day.  I  have  lost  or  thrown  away  everything  I 
had  outside  of  my  clothes.  Everything  that  is 
not  absolutely  necessary  only  adds  weight  to  our 
pack,  and  it  is  foolish  to  carry  it.  One  could 
find  all  kinds  of  things  along  the  road  that  had 
been  thrown  way — things  that  the  boys  had  been 
carrying  ever  since  they  left  the  States.  But 
you  look  on  life  entirely  different  after  going 
through  what  we  just  have  been  going  through. 
We  look  different,  talk  different,  act  different;  in 
fact,  we  are  not  the  same  people  that  left  the 
States. 

Retreat,  so  I  guess  I  will  have  to  close,  hop- 
ing you  are  all  well  and  that  I  will  hear  from 
you  soon.     With  love, 

Your   son, 

FRED. 

(Sergeant   Fred  H.   Dorsaz.) 


THE  BOY  NEXT  DOOR 

By  "Cressy,"  in  Greenville,  0.,   "Courier." 

I  didn't  vote  for  Wilson,  I  never  liked  him  much; 
The  golden  pinch-nose  glasses  gave  a  sort  of  dudish  touch. 
I  didn't  like  his  methods — disliked  his  friends  still  more, 
But  one  thing  that  has  changed  me  was  the  boy  next  door. 

My  life's  been  pretty  happy,  I've  had  a  lot  of  joys, 
There's  been  just  one  drawback — I  never  had  no  boys ; 
But  I've  got  a  little  daughter  and  I  know  she  has  a  store 
Of  love  and  trust  and  longing  for  the  boy  next  door. 

But  when  the  fateful  day  arrived  and  we  knew  we'd  got 

to  fight, 
I  forgot  the  way  I  voted,  for  our  President  was  right. 
I  couldn't  go  to  battle ;   I'm  too  old  and  stiff  and  sore, 
But  the  first  one  that  enlisted  was  the  boy  next  door. 

And  by  God  I'm  right  behind  him  with  every  cent  I've  got, 
To  buy  him  food  and  shelter  and  powder,  guns  and  shot; 
And  if  God  will  just  watch  o'er  him  and  send  him  back  once 

more, 
I  expect  that  I'll  be  daddy  to  the  boy  next  door. 

And  there's  lots  of  us  old  fellows  too  old  to  go  and  fight, 
And  with  no  sons  to  represent  us  and  battle  for  the  right, 
But  we  can  give  our  money  as  we  never  did  before,  and 
Love  and  Hope  and  Courage  to  the  boy  next  door. 


0 


October,  1918 


BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


Fred  J.  Klaus 

The  burden  of  the  management  and  opera- 
tion of  large  institutions  like  ours  rests  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  executive  heads.  They 
plan  projects  and  dictate  the  method  of  pro- 
cedure to  bring  about  their  completion  quickly 
and  in  a  substantial  and  economical  manner. 

Competent  lieutenants  and  assistants  must 
be  had  to  carry  into  execution  orders,  and 
supervise  the  work,  according  to  plans,  down 
to  the  minutest  detail.  The  major  portion 
of  such  detail  in  the  maintenance  and  con- 
struction work  of  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Engineering  Department. 

Fred  J.  Klaus,  Assistant  Engineer,  is  our 
General  Manager's  chief  mainstay  and  can 
be  rated  as  a  detail  man  of  the  highest  type. 

Fred  received  his  education  at  the  State 
University  of  Ohio.  He  entered  the  service 
of  this  company  in  1908  and  has  gradually 
advanced  through  various  positions  to  his 
present  post. 

Never  in  the  history  of  this  company  has 
there  been  such  problems  to  solve  as  those 


with  which  the  Engineering  Department  has 
been  confronted  during  the  past  four  or  five 
months.  To  work  out  the  details  in  arranging 
for  new  pipe  lines,  installation  of  motors, 
pumps,  air  compressors  and  the  like,  under 
emergency  pressure,  has  called  for  those  to 
"step  forward"  who  possessed  unusual  quali- 
fications, such  as  a  well  balanced  tempera- 
mental make-up,  and  as  such  Fred  fills  the 
bill  in  every  particular.  The  test  has  been 
a  severe  one  and  a  large  share  of  the  credit 
should  be  given  Fred  for  successfully  com- 
bating with  the  emergencies  which  has 
permitted  our  company  to  serve  the  munici- 
palities in  which  we  operate  fairly  good, 
during  these  trying  times. 

Without  any  blustering  commands,  and  in 
a  quiet  and  firm  manner,  Fred  goes  about  in 
the  daily  performance  of  his  duties.  He  is 
referred  to  among  his  associates  as  "Noiseless 
Fred." 


OUR  SHARE 

East  Bay  Water  Company  employees 
were  right  up  in  the  front  line  during  the 
Fourth  Liberty  Loan  Campaign.  They 
subscribed  for  bonds  amounting  to  thirty-one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
($31,850.00). 

The  Corporation  Yard  force  deserves 
special  mention  as  they  subscribed  liberally  to 
the  first  call  and  again  on  the  recanvass.  A 
number  of  the  employees  were  active  workers 
in  their  neighborhoods. 


THE  REAL  DIFFERENCE 

"I  can't  see  why  that  man  is  boss  over  me. 
I  do  most  of  the  work  around  here." 

"I  guess  that  is  so." 

"It  is.  I  know  more  about  the  business 
than  he  does.  Whenever  he  wants  to  know 
anything  about  what's  going  on  he  comes  to 
me  to  find  out." 

"That's  usually  the  way." 

"I'm  the  fellow  that  ought  to  be  the  boss." 

"A  lot  of  men  think  that  way,  and  yet 
there's  one  big  difference.  He  knows  some- 
thing that  you  don't  know." 

"What  is  it?" 

"He  knows  enough  to  hire  good  men  like 
you  to  do  the  work.  If  you  knew  that,  you'd 
be  the  boss  and  he'd  be  in  your  place." — 
Detroit  Press. 
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KEEP  IN  TUNE 

ARE  you  in  tune?  Did  you  ever  hear 
two  violinists,  each  attempting  to 
play  the  same  tune  at  the  same  time 
and  one  of  the  violins  out  of  tune?  You 
noticed  the  discord  and  it  grated  on  your 
nerves,  too.  No  harmony  at  all,  and  the 
violinists  were  a  failure  in  the  minds  of  their 
auditors. 

It's  the  same  with  you  if  you  are  not  doing 
your  duty  alongside  of  others  who  are.  Were 
you  in  tune  during  the  Liberty  Bond  drives? 
How  much  discord  or  friction  did  you  cause 
before  you  subscribed,  as  you  should,  and 
got  in  tune  with  the  masses?  Are  you  in 
tune  with  every  great  war  move  made  by  the 
government?  Bear  in  mind  that  we  must 
all  pull  together  and  play  the  same  tune  with 
perfect  harmony  to  win  the  war. 

Little  Mary  Pickford  stood  before  an 
audience    of    eight   thousand   people     a     few 


evenings  ago  in  Oakland,  pleading  with  them 
to  buy  bonds  and  support  our  boys  "over 
there."  For  a  few  minutes  it  seemed  that 
her  pleading  would  not  bear  fruit.  Then 
she  said,  "Listen,  friends;  you  brag  about 
doing  your  bit  and  you  strut  around  wearing 
a  liberty  bond  button,  stating  that  you  have 
bought  a  bond.  Now  suppose  that  every 
one  of  our  boys  over  there  went  into  the 
trenches,  picked  up  a  rifle,  fired  one  shot, 
then  laid  it  down  and  came  home,  saying, 
'I've  done  my  bit' — could  we  win  the  war 
in  this  manner?"  Little  Mary  struck  the 
right  note  and  got  every  one  in  her  audience 
in  tune  with  the  boys  "over  there,"  for  in  just 
twenty  minutes  $404,000  worth  of  bonds 
were  subscribed  for. 

And  so  it  is  in  your  home  and  business 
life.  Friction  and  discord  should  be 
avoided.  Those  who  shirk  their  duties  are 
out  of  tune.  Keep  yourself  strong  phys- 
ically and  mentally,  clean  spiritually  and 
morally,  and  be  a  loyal,  patriotic  citizen  in 
these  great  United  States.  Dance  to  this 
music  and  you  will  keep  in  tune. 


THE  SOLDIER'S  CHANCES 

The  Bureau  of  Publicity  has  published  the  following: 

Great  as  the  danger  and  large  as  the  losses 
in  the  aggregate,  the  individual  soldier  has 
plenty  of  chances  of  coming  out  of  the  war 
unscathed,  or  at  least  not  badly  injured. 

Based  on  the  mortality  statistics  of  the 
allied  armies,  a  soldier's  chances  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Twenty-nine  chances  of  coming  home  to 
one  chance  of  being  killed. 

Forty-nine  chances  of  recovering  from 
wounds  to  one  chance  of  dying  from  them. 

One  chance  in  500  of  losing  a  limb. 

Will  live  five  years  longer  because  of 
physical  training,  is  freer  from  disease  in  the 
army  than  in  civil  life,  and  has  better  medical 
care  at  the  front  than  at  home. 

In  other  wars  from  10  to  15  men  died 
from  disease  to  1  from  bullets ;  in  this  war  1 
man  dies  from  disease  to  every  1 0  from 
bullets. 

For  those  of  our  fighting  men  who  do  not 
escape  scathless,  the  government  under  the 
soldier  and  sailor  insurance  law  gives  protec- 
tion to  the  wounded  and  their  dependents  and 
to  the  families  and  dependents  of  those  who 
make  the  supreme  sacrifice  for  their  country. 
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OUR  LATE  EXPERIENCES 


ALIGHT  rainfall  during  the  past  win- 
ter; failure  in  replenishing  our  re- 
serve supply  of  water;  boring  dozens 
of  wells ;  laying  miles  of  pipe  line  to  connect 
with  new  wells;  building  concrete  founda- 
tions for  additional  pumping  stations;  gath- 
ering (in  fact  grabbing)  pumping  machinery 
such  as  electric  motors,  pumps,  air  com- 
pressors and  odds  and  ends  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  installing  the  same,  remodeling  the 
best  part  of  such  machinery  so  it  would  fit  our 
requirements;  corraling  all  the  man  power 
available  and  paying  high  wages,  including 
board;  supervising  the  labor  force  night  and 
day  (guarding  the  hotel  while  they  slept)  to 
make  sure  they  would  not  desert  us;  breaks 
in  mains  due  to  abnormal  conditions  prevail- 
ing; failure  to  get  this  and  failure  to  get  that 
simply  because  war  emergency  orders  had 
priority  over  everything  in  factories  and  plants, 
and  last  but  not  least — "skinteen  hundred 
million"  telephone  calls  from  our  customers 
inquiring  about  supply  and  pressure. 

Troubles, — did  we  hear  you  say?  No 
sir-ee,  not  a  bit  of  it.  The  executive  heads 
and  their  subordinate  officers  only  look  upon 
such  happenings  as  part  of  the  game  in 
operating  a  large  institution  like  ours. 

President  Creed  with  his  words  of  encour- 
agement, "It  might  have  been  worse;  cheer 
up,  you're  doing  fine,"  and  General  Manager 
Wilhelm  with  his  smiling  countenance  radiat- 
ing through  his  lieutenants  that  feeling  of 
appreciation  and  interest,  which  is  his  chief 
characteristic,  created  team  work  on  the  part 
of  Purchasing  Agent  Hunter,  Assistant  Chief 
Engineer  Klaus,  City  Supt.  Farrell,  Country 
Supt.  Daniels,  Chief  Mechanic  Traver, 
Storekeeper  Stevens  and  Chief  Carpenter 
Hunter  that  can  only  be  rated  as  par  excel- 
lence. And  then  clear  on  down  the  line 
every  one  put  his  shoulder  against  the  big 
task  and  "things  did  move."  Many,  in- 
cluding the  General  Manager,  went  without 
sleep  for  days  and  nights.  Ere  this,  all 
recollections  of  what  might  be  termed  hard- 
ships have  vanished  and  we  can  only  recall 
the  pleasant  and  amusing  side  of  the  whole 
affair.  Many  big  business  men  came  and 
complimented  us  upon  our  ability  to  combat 
successfully  with  the  situation.  A  little 
patience  displayed  by  our  employees  in  deal- 
ing   with    a  consumer,  somewhat  impatient, 


always  resulted  in  a  better  understanding  on 
the  part  of  the  consumer  and  in  nearly  every 
case  the  consumer  sympathized  with  us  and 
volunteered  to  help  share  the  burden  of  our 
task.  So  added  pleasure  comes  to  us  in 
knowing  that  we  are  catering  to  a  community 
of  big  broad-minded  citizens  who  fully  realize 
that  we  did  the  best  we  could. 

One  of  the  amusing  incidents  occurred 
during  the  unusual  rainfall  in  September. 
The  heavens  seemed  to  have  let  loose  every- 
thing— rain  fell  in  torrents  and  all  of  a 
sudden  our  distribution  system  went  out  of 
commission — first  of  all,  though,  our  reserve 
in  the  reservoirs  was  at  a  low  gauge.  Then 
far  away  from  here  over  in  the  valley  or  up 
in  the  mountains  lightning  demoralized  the 
big  transmission  lines  of  the  power  company 
furnishing  power  to  operate  our  electric 
pumps.  They  stopped,  causing  what  is 
technically  called,  a  "dead  end."  Before 
the  big  booster  plant  at  San  Leandro  could 
be  signalled  to  stop,  the  pressure  coming  from 
that  station  burst  the  main.  The  ordinary 
layman  thought  the  trouble  was  caused  by 
overloading  the  Alvarado  main  due  to  our 
desire  to  increase  the  volume.  True,  the 
desire  to  increase  the  volume  was  paramount, 
but  the  fact  is,  the  whole  main  was  not  being 
subjected  to  the  same  strain  as  during  normal 
times  as  the  booster  (relay  station)  at  San 
Leandro  was  installed  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  pressure.  The  "freak"  break- 
down caused  some  of  the  territory  to  be 
without  water  for  a  short  time,  and  when 
"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Inquiry"  called  us  by  tele- 
phone, generally  we  heard  something  like 
this: 

"What  in  the  world  is  the  matter?  It's 
raining  pitchforks  and  you  can't  furnish 
water.  If  you  can't  furnish  water  when  it's 
raining,  how  do  you  expect  to  furnish  it?" 

Our  story  had  to  be  told  which,  as  a  rule, 
was  accepted  and  that  is  why  we  say  we  are 
catering  to  citizens  in  a  community  that  are 
big  and  broad. 

Now  we  are  looking  forward  to  the 
Almighty  being  good  to  us  this  winter  and 
blessing  us  with  an  abundance  of  nature's 
own  product,  "RAIN,"  in  copious  lots. 

In  the  meantime  we  are  a  happy  lot,  full 
of  good  cheer  and  all  thankful  for  what  we 
have. 
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THE  SAN  PABLO  DEVELOPMENT 
SAN  PABLO  DAM 

GEO.  W.  HAWLEY,  Resident  Engineer 

(Continued  from   Vol.   I,  No.   5) 


THE  San  Pablo  Dam,  now  well  under 
construction,   is     one     of     the     largest 
earth    fill    dams    to    be    built    by    the 
hydraulic  fill  process. 

The  ultimate  construction  in- 
volves 1 ,500,000  cu.  yds.  of  ma- 
terial and  has  a  maximum  height 
of  1  65  feet.  The  crest  length 
of  the  dam  is  1350  feet,  the 
maximum  width  at  the  base  is 
approximately  800  feet,  and 
the  crest  width  26  feet.  A 
cross-section  of  the  dam  show- 
ing the  slopes,  the  location  of 
the  berme,  and  the  relation 
of  the  core  trenches  and  the 
diversion  dam  to  the  main 
dam  is  shown  in  the  November, 
1917,  issue  of  Bubbles.  As 
the  borrow  pits  were  opened  for 
the  preliminary  construction  of  the 
main  dam,  an  exhaustive  study 
of  the  materials  encountered  was 
carried  on.  It  was  deemed  ad- 
visable, after  this  study  of  the 
materials  available  and  the  pro- 
posed scheme  of  handling,  to 
change  the  puddle  section  as 
shown  on  the  cross-section  to  a 
puddle  section  not  exceeding  1  00 
feet  in  width.  At  the  present 
elevation  of  working,  the  puddle 
section  is  again  to  be  narrowed  to 
the  minimum  width  of  puddle 
insuring  an  absolutely  impervious 
structure. 

Clearing  and  Stripping  the 
Dam-Site. 

The  entire  dam-site  was 
cleared  of  all  trees,  brush,  and 
bushes  before  stripping. 

The  unsuitable  surface  materials  were 
removed  from  the  foundation  of  the 
diversion  and  main  dam.  A  puddle 
trench  excavation  was  then  carried  down  to 
bedrock  along  the  axis  of  the  main  dam  to 
create  a  satisfactory  bond  between  the 
hydraulic  fill  and  the  original  rock,  thereby 
preventing  leakage  from  the  reservoir  under 


or  around  the  fill.  A  description  of  work 
necessary  to  excavate  the  puddle  trench  may 
be  found  in  the  November,  1917,  issue  of 
Bubbles. 


Above  the  level  of  the  San  Pablo  Creek 
banks  on  the  South  abutment  of  the  dam,  a 
strip  300  feet  wide  was  sluiced  clear  of  the 
surface  vegetation  and  soils  with  the  hydraulic 
jet.  A  cut  1  5  feet  in  width  was  jetted  to 
bedrock  on  the  axis  of  the  dam  adjacent  to 
and  down  stream  from  the  stripped  area. 
The  base  of  this  cut  was  approximately  20 
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feet  in  depth  and  assumed  the  slope  of  the  side 
hill.  On  the  North  abutment,  a  core  trench 
1  5  feet  wide  was  excavated  through  the  ex- 
posed loose  shattered  shale  to  bedrock.  The 
upstream  surface  of  the  hill  forming  the 
North  end  of  the  dam  was  stripped  of 
loose  shale  and  surface  soils  with 
hydraulic  jet. 

The  Diversion  Dam. 
The  diversion  dam  is  an  integral  unit 


all 
the 


of 


pose  of  storing  sufficient  water  from  the  run- 
off of  San  Pablo  Creek  during  the  rainy 
season  of  1917-18  to  carry  the  hydraulic 
operations  in  the  construction  of  the  main  dam 
through  the  dry  season  of  1918.  It  also 
served  the  purpose  of  diverting  the  flow  of 
the  Creek  through  the  Waste-Way  Tunnel 
to  allow  the  excavation  of  the  puddle  trench 
for  the  main  dam  and  the  preliminary  work 
necessary  to  the  placing  of  the  hydraulic  fill 
being  performed  in  the  dry. 


the  main  dam  being  incorporated  in  the 
upstream  toe.  It  has  a  crest  length  of  720 
feet,  a  maximum  height  of  50  feet,  a  max- 
imum width  at  the  base  of  300  feet,  and 
contains  1  26,000  cubic  yards. 

The  diversion  dam,  as  described  in  the 
issue  of  Bubbles  for  March,  1918,  is  a 
semi-hydraulic   fill   constructed    for   the   pur- 


The  Main  Dam. 

The  main  dam  is  being  con- 
structed by  the  hydraulic  fill 
method.  This  method  has  been 
adopted  since  it  is  the  most  eco- 
nomic and  feasible  scheme  of 
utilizing  the  available  materials, 
of  profiting  under  existing  work- 
ing conditions,  and  admirably 
adapted  to  California  foothill 
storage  construction.  The  grada- 
tion of  materials,  obtained  by  the 
sluicing  operations  from  coarse 
pervious  materials  washed  free  of 
silts  and  clays  at  the  toes  to  clays 
and  silts  free  of  granular,  gritty 
material  in  the  puddle  section,  in- 
sures an  impervious  and  stable 
structure.  It  has  been  proven  by 
the  resistant  and  undisturbed  con- 
dition of  the  Spring  Valley 
Water  Company's  earth  fill  dams 
during  the  1906  earthquake  that 
an  earthen  dam  is  unaltered  by 
seismic  disturbances.  Built  with 
materials  that  San  Pablo  is  being 
built  with  and  with  an  adequate 
slope  protection,  an  earthen  dam 
is  resistant  to  erosion  from  wave 
action  and  weathering. 

The  San  Pablo  Dam  is,  at  the 
present  time,  44%  complete  and 
stands  approximately  85  feet 
above  the  original  channel  sec- 
tion of  San  Pablo  Creek.  There  has  been 
placed  to  date  659,000  cu.  yds.  consisting 
of  126,000  cu.  yds.  placed  in  the  diversion 
dam,  74,000  cu.  yds.  of  steam  shovel  rock 
fill  in  the  lower  toe  to  close  San  Pablo  Creek, 
and  459,000  cu.  yds.  of  sluiced  material. 
Sluicing  operations  commenced  Feb.  1 8th, 
1918,  and  at  the  present  rate  of  progress  of 
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75,000  cu.  yds.  per  month  the  dam  will  be 
completed  during  the  summer  of  1919. 

Construction  Methods. 

Ninety  per  cent  of  the  entire  yardage  in- 
volved in  the  construction  of  San  Pablo  Dam 
will  be  placed  by  the  hydraulic  fill  process. 
The  material  is  delivered  to  the  dam  from 
the  borrow  pits  by  gravity. 

Borrow  Pits — A  borrow  pit  is  located 
at  each  of  the  four  corners  of  the  dam  to  be 
not  closer  than  150  feet  to  the  toe  of  the 
slope  at  the  point  of  borrow.  These  pits  are 
opened  of  such  size  and  at  an  elevation  suffi- 
cient to  deliver  the  material  through  the 
flumes  by  gravity  on  a  5  %  grade  to  the  dam. 
The  surface  of  the  pit,  as  laid  out,  is 
cleared  of  all  trees,  brush  and  bushes.  The 
pits  containing  a  large  percentage  of  sand- 
stone and  shales  require  shooting.  Down 
holes  are  churn  drilled,  sprung,  loaded  with 
black  or  40%  nitro  powder  and  pulled  with 
an  electric  blasting  machine.  After  the  first 
round  of  holes  is  shot  and  a  face  developed 
in  the  pits,  lifters  are  resorted  to  bring  down 
the  banks  and  cause  caves. 

Pumping  Unit — To  supply  water  in 
ample  quantity  and  under  adequate  head  to 
jet  the  material  in  the  borrow  and  transport 
it  from  the  pit  to  the  dam  through  the  flumes, 
a  pumping  station  was  erected  on  the  outlet 
portal  of  the  Waste- Way  Tunnel. 
This  unit  consists  of: 

2 — 10"  3  stage,  4  sec.  ft.,  350  ft.  head 
direct  connected,  Byron  Jackson  cen- 
trifugal pumps  driven  with  a  200  H. 
P.,  2200  Volt  G.  E.  induction  motor, 
1200  r.p.m. 
1  — 10"  2  stage,  4  sec.  ft.,  350  ft.  head, 
direct  connected,  Byron  Jackson  cen- 
trifugal  pump     driven     with     2    1 00 
H.  P.,  2200  Volt  G.  E.    induction 
motors,   1  800  r.p.m. 
1  — 12"  3  stage,  7  sec.  ft,  350  ft.  head 
pump  driven  with  a  400  H.  P.,  2200 
Volt   direct   connected  G.    E.    induc- 
tion motor,  1  200  r.p.m. 
All    necessary    switches,    overload    relays, 
no    voltage    releases,    and    protective 
electrical  equipment. 
The  pumps  have    a    common    discharge 
manifold   of    1 8"   riveted   steel   pipe.       The 
manifold  branches  at  the  pump  house  to  two 
1 8"    supply   lines.        One     line     crosses   San 
Pablo  Creek  on  trestle  work  adjacent  to  the 


lower  toe  of  the  dam  to  supply  the  pits 
located  at  the  northerly  end  of  the  dam.  A 
14"  branch  line  takes  off  the  main  supply 
line  for  each  pit  located  at  north  end  of  the 
dam.  The  other  1  8"  line  from  the  manifold 
branches  at  a  point  common  to  the  pits  at 
the  southerly  end  of  the  dam  to  a  1  4"  supply 
line  for  each  pit  as  it  is  opened.  A  taper 
joint  is  used  to  connect  the  1 4"  lines  to  a 
No.  3  Joshua  Hendy  swivel  ball  giant. 
These  giants  are  firmly  imbedded  and  an- 
chored to  dead  men  to  secure  rigidity  while 
working  them  under  the  high  pressures  requi- 
site for  jetting.  A  pressure  of  1 40  lbs.  is 
carried  on  the  manifold  to  compensate  for 
the  lost  head  in  the  supply  lines  and  furnish 
a  pressure  varying  from  60  to  1 00  lbs.  at 
the  giant.  Nozzles  ranging  from  4"  to 
5^/2"  are  used  on  the  giants;  depending  upon 
the  solidity  and  compactness  of  the  material 
in  the  face,  the  distance  of  the  jet  from  the 
working  face,  and  whether  volume  or  pressure 
are  required  to  handle  encountered  variably 
textured  materials. 

The  jetting  stream  is  played  over  the  face 
of  the  pit  in  such  a  manner  as  to  loosen  and 
cave  the  banks,  to  amply  saturate  the  ma- 
terial as  it  caves  so  that  it  will  be  in  a  mobile 
state,  and  to  transport  it  through  the  ground 
sluice  to  the  intake  of  the  delivery  flumes. 
The  material  thus  thereby  mixed,  shale  and 
adobe,  and  saturated  to  a  semi-fluid  state 
flows  readily  through  the  flumes  without 
"jamming"  and  facilitates  the  distribution 
and  gradation  of  materials  of  the  crest  of  the 
dam. 

Flumes — A  flume  is  run  from  each  pit 
along  the  toe  of  the  dam  to  the  mid  point  of 
the  toe  on  a  5%  grade.  The  flumes  are  so 
aligned  that  any  point  of  the  flume  will  be 
1  0'  inside  the  slope  of  the  toe  at  that  point. 
A  new  system  of  flumes  is  constructed  for 
each  20'  vertical  lift  of  the  dam.  For  the 
available  materials  and  working  conditions, 
this  system  has  proven  the  most  economic.  A 
lower  flume  construction  cost  per  cu.  yd.  is 
maintained,  increased  flexibility  in  opening  the 
pits  is  permitted,  a  better  selection  of 
materials  is  possible,  and  the  handling  of  the 
materials  in  the  discharge  of  the  flume  is 
greatly  facilitated. 

The  flumes  are  24"x24"  in  cross-sec- 
tional area.  The  side  walls  are  built  of  1  2" 
boards,  battened,  and  the  floor,  12"  boards 
paved  with  6"  blocks  on  end.       Each  flume 
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box  is  good  for  500,000  cu.  yds.  of  wear. 
As  the  fill  reaches  each  flume  box,  the  box  is 
salvaged  and  placed  on  the  sub-structure  of 
the  next  lift.  The  sub-structure  is  the  ordi- 
nary light  flume  construction,  bents  spaced 
1 6  ft.  centers,  capped  with  4"x4"  carrying 
3"x8"  stringers  which  support  the  flume  box. 
The  bents  are  built  of  4"x4"  posts  sway 
braced  longitudinally  and  vertically  by 
2"x6".  At  1  6  ft.  intervals,  gates  are  cut  in 
the  side  walls  of  the  box  through  which  the 
material  is  deposited  on  the  toes  or  from 
which  laterals  are  built  to  carry  the  material 
against  the  slope. 

The  intake  of  the  wooden  flumes  is  located 
permanently  when  the  pit  is  opened.  As  the 
face  of  the  pit  recedes  from  the  flume  intake 
a  lined  ground  sluice  is  carried  to  the  face 
on  a  5%  grade. 

The  flumes  discharge  the  material  along 
the  slope  of  the  dam  in  such  a  manner  that 
three  men  can  ground  sluice  the  material 
toward  the  center  of  the  dam  and  not  allow 
the  discharge  to  break  over  and  run  down 
the  slope  of  the  dam.  The  coarser,  pervious 
materials  remain  on  the  toes  and  silts  and 
clays  are  carried  in  suspension  with  the  water 
into  the  settling  basin.  This  settling  basin 
is  maintained  over  the  middle  1  00-foot  sec- 
tion of  the  dam  and  is  brought  up  with  the 
dam  at  the  same  rate  as  the  toes.  In  the 
still  waters  of  the  settling  basin,  the  clays  are 
precipitated,  forming  the  impervious  core. 

Overflows — An  overflow  is  now  being 
maintained  at  each  end  of  the  dam  to  spill 
the  surplus  waters  from  the  discharge  of  the 
flumes  into  the  reservoir  and  regulate  the 
elevation  and  width  of  the  settling  basin  and 
resulting  width  of  core  section.  The  over- 
flows are  carried  vertically  through  the  pud- 
dle section  of  the  dam  from  the  original 
ground  surface.  They  are  built  of  1 6" 
riveted  steel  pipe  concreted  within  a  22"  riv- 
eted steel  pipe  and  connecting  at  the  ground 
surface  with  a  1 6"  riveted  steel  pipe  laid 
through  the  upstream  toe  of  the  dam.  The 
pipes  are  in  24"  lengths  and  staggered  as 
they  are  concreted  in  place.  This  allows  of 
an  adequately  close  regulation  of  the  waters 
in  the  settling  basin  and  an  ample  discharge 
capacity  for  the  surplus  waters.  At  regular 
intervals  along  the  pipe  passing  through  the 
toes,  concrete  collar  walls  were  poured. 
Around  the  elbow  connecting  the  down  pipe 


with  the  horizontal  pipe  a    heavy    concrete 
block  was  cast. 

Only  10%  of  the  water  stored  for  the 
hydraulic  operations  has  been  lost  by  evap- 
oration and  seepage  combined.  The  water 
follows  a  more  or  less  circuitous  path  in  per- 
forming its  work.  It  passes  from  the  lake 
through  the  Richmond  supply  line  imbedded 
in  the  Waste- Way  Tunnel  to  the  pumps,  is 
pumped  through  the  high  pressure  line  to  the 
pits,  picks  up  its  load,  transports  the  material 
through  the  flumes  to  the  toes  of  the  dam, 
runs  into  the  settling  basin  where  the  im- 
pervious core  materials  are  deposited,  flows 
down  through  the  overflow  spillways,  and 
returns  to  the  stored  waters  of  the  lake. 
Hence  the  water  is  made  available  for 
sluicing  without  any  appreciable  loss  and  no 
additional  water  is  required  to  replenish  the 
supply  to  insure  steady  progress  and  contin- 
uous sluicing  operations  till  the  rainy  season 
sets  in. 

Downstream  from  the  dam,  a  small  earth 
fill  has  been  thrown  across  San  Pablo  Creek 
to  impound  the  water  that  may  be  lost  from 
the  hydraulic  work  in  the  pits  and  the  flow 
in  the  flumes,  where  the  drainage  is  away  from 
the  storage  reservoir.  The  water  stored  by 
this  auxiliary  dam  is  pumped  to  the  reservoir 
where  it  is  again  made  available  for  sluicing 
purposes. 

Levees — To  back  up  the  material  as  it  is 
discharged  from  the  flumes,  to  deflect  the 
water  carrying  the  clays  and  silts  to  the  set- 
tling basin,  and  to  prevent  the  sluice  head 
from  washing  over  the  slope,  artificial  levees 
or  banks  are  placed  with  Fresnos.  These 
levees  are  placed  to  the  slope  of  the  finished 
dam,  allowing  for  shrinkage  and  settlement. 
Eight  head  of  stock  maintains  this  work  well 
in  advance  of  the  sluicing  operations  and  the 
cost  per  yard  is  well  under  any  other  scheme 
of  retaining  the  discharge  of  the  flumes.  The 
slope  is  carried  true  at  all  times  by  this 
method  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  place 
or  borrow  excess  materials  for  the  finished 
slope. 

Sluicing  operations  are  continuous  during 
the  twenty-four  hours  of  the  day  and  seven 
days  a  week.  The  men  work  in  eight-hour 
shifts  and  about  sixty-five  men  are  necessary 
to  perform  the  various  classes  of  work. 

(To    be    Continued) 
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JUST  BELOW  THE  BOILING  POINT 

By  W.  R.  C. 

A  hint  to   a  corporation  employee  who  wondered  why  his  pay  was  never  raised. 

Do  you  ever  wonder,  why  fame  is  not  for  you; 
Why  others  pass  above  you,  no  matter  what  you  do? 

You  always  do  your  duty;  but  high  you'll  never  climb, 
You  haven't  got  the  steam  aboard,  to  do  the  thing  sublime. 

The  world  will  never  miss  you,  when  it  comes  your  turn  to  go : 
You're  just  below  the  boiling  point;  you're  just  a  bit  too  slow. 

You're  not  among  the  heroes,  when  the  roar  of  battle  stills; 
You're  just  the  common  man  who  works  and  pays  the  bills. 

You'll  never  win  a  woman's  love;  you'll  never  write  a  poem; 
You'll  never  paint  a  picture;  you'll  never  wreck  a  home. 

Although  you're  never  late  for  work  and  never  miss  a  day; 
You're  not  upon  the  boss's  list,  to  get  a  raise  in  pay. 

Red  hot  and  boiling  over,  of  you  will  ne'er  be  said ; 
You're  hunting  for  your  hammer,  while  the  iron's  red. 

You'll  never  burst  your  boiler;  your  fires  are  burning  low, 
You're  just  below  the  boiling  point,  you're  just  a  bit  too  slow. 

You'll  never  win  a  fortune,   no  matter  what  the  game; 
You  haven't  got  the  spark  of  fire  that  leads  a  man  to  fame. 

You're  just  the  average  man  who  makes  the  old  world  go, 
We  couldn't  do  without  you — But  Gee,  you're  awful  slow. 

The  world  will  never  miss  you,  when  it  comes  your  turn  to  go; 
You're  just  below  the  boiling  point;  you're  just  a  bit  too  slow. 


"ANSWERS"  corner  of  Twelfth  and  Webster,  was  origin- 

(To  Questionnaire,  March  issue  Bubbles.  1918)  ally  a  building  used  by  "California  College," 

t       j        l    ■    r\   ui     j  ■     D  ~         v.„  a°d    afterwards    altered    into    a    show   house. 

Landmarks  in  Oakland  in  Bygone  Years.  T  „        ,  ,       ,  ,  ,  , 

,n  ,  ,        w  i  it  m     i    n        i-n  -It  was  small  and  comfortable  and  answered 

(Continued  from  Vol.  11,  JNo.    I,  rage    \l)  .  r 

its  purpose  tor  some  years. 

Friend — Don't  you  remember —  "Shattuck  Hall"  is  on  the  southwest  cor- 

ner of  Broadway  and  Eighth  street,  in  build- 

"The  Coliseum"  was  on  the  north  side  of      ing  still  here  and  was  an  early  day  theatre. 
Twelfth  street,  between  Webster  and  Harri-  "The  Grand  Central  Hotel"  occupied  the 

son,  where  many  well  known  celebrities  per-  entire  frontage  on  the  south  side  of  Twelfth 
formed  in  a  variety  of  plays  as  they  visited  street,  between  Webster  and  Harrison,  and 
our  city  at  different  seasons.  It  was  a  barn  was  an  unusually  large  frame  structure  fin- 
of  a  theatre.  Friend,  Mr.  Robert  Fitzgerald  ally  destroyed  by  fire.  It  made  a  fierce  con- 
can  inform  you  as  a  "first  nighter."  flagration. 

"Dietz    Opera    House"    on   the   northeast  Tubb's    Hotel,    on    north    side    of    East 
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Twelfth  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth 
avenues.  A  large  and  fashionable  hotel,  fin- 
ally destroyed  by  fire.  Friend  Wilbur 
Walker  remembers. 

"Hardy's  Pond,"  at  foot  of  Market  street, 
at  about  where  Second  street  crosses.  Where 
us  "little  fellers"  used  to  go  for  play  and 
fish  for  minnows. 

"Hardy's  Woods,"  a  large  grove  of  oaks 
west  of  Market  street  and  south  of  Twelfth 
street,  where  celebrations  and  camp  meetings 
were  held.  I  think,  Friend,  Mr.  Lowell  J. 
Hardy  can  tell. 

"Lovers'  Alley,"  a  narrow  passage  join- 
ing Broadway  to  Franklin  street  on  Four- 
teenth street. 

"The  Calaboose"  was  the  old  "City  Jail," 
located  in  the  block  on  west  side  of  Broad- 
way, between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets.  Who 
wants  to  remember? 

Johnnie  Heinold  is  the  well  known  friend 
of  the  prominent  California  writer,  the  late 
Jack  London,  who  made  his  resort  his  head- 
quarters in  his  younger  days  where  he  received 
much  good  advice,  as  well  as  financial  assist- 
ance. Friend  Heinold  has  been  in  business 
on  the  east  side  of  Webster  street  and  opposite 
Water  street  nearly  35  years,  and  is  known 
as  "First  and  Last  Chance."  Maybe  Friend, 
Mr.  Chas.  Butler  can  say  more. 

The  Waiting  Rooms  stood  in  the  middle  of 
Seventh  street  at  stations  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  patrons  of  local  trains  and  were  at 
Fruitvale,  Thirteenth  avenue,  Clinton  (Sixth 
avenue),  Oak  street,  Broadway,  Market 
street,  Adeline  street,  Center  street,  "The 
Point"  (Pine  street).  I  am  uncertain  who 
paid  expense  of  their  erection,  but  am  in- 
formed that  the  late  Mr.  John  Ziegenbein, 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Ryder,  well  known  progres- 
sive residents  of  "West  Oakland,"  con- 
tributed funds  for  the  construction  of  the  one 
at  Center  street.  Good  Friend,  Myron  T. 
Dusinbury,  may  remember. 

On  the  east  side  of  Center  street,  between 
Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  was  located  the 
baseball  grounds,  where  excellent  ball  was 
played  by  a  four  club  league.  Friend,  Mr. 
George  DeGolia  can  give  further  informa- 
tion, for  he  was  a  member  of  "The  Oak- 
lands." 

The  Wharf  at  E.  Twelfth  street  and  First 
avenue  belonged  to  Dr.  Samuel  Merritt,  and 
the  steamer  "Vaquero"  was  a  frequent  visi- 
tor. Friend,  Mr.  Wm.  Blote  can  advise 
further. 


Badger's  Park  (home  of  Capt.  Badger), 
was  a  prominent  amusement  resort,  where  a 
variety  of  entertainment  was  offered,  and  was 
a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Sixth 
avenue,  north  of  the  Southern  Pacific  tracks 
in  East  Oakland.  Inquire  of  Friend,  Mr. 
Geo.  Chase,  he  knows  and  remembers. 

The  first  Water  Company  office,  was  in  the 
"Wilcox  Block"  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Ninth  street  on  the  second 
floor.  Friend,  Mr.  W.  W.  Garthwaite,  can 
probably  recall  it. 

The  last  "Cattle  Guard"  was  on  Seventh 
street,  between  Kirkham  and  Center,  in  front 
of  the  well  known  MacDermott  home  on  the 
north  side,  and  the  Bagga  home  on  the  south 
side.  It  prevented  teams  from  driving  through. 
Friend,    Emile    Frick,    Engineer,    remembers. 

The  Three  Breweries  —  "Washington 
Brewery,"  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Broad- 
way and  Sixth  street;  "Oakland  Brewery," 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Ninth  street;  "Empire  Brewery,"  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Broadway  and  Eleventh 
street. 

Humboldt  Park  was  in  "Temescal,"  on 
the  east  side  at  junction,  Telegraph  and 
Claremont  avenues,  northerly  of  Fiftieth  street, 
and  was  quite  in  vogue  for  picnics,  etc. 
Friend,  Mr.  George  Roeth,  remembers  it  well. 

"Blake  Seminary,"  on  the  west  side  of 
Washington  street,  between  Eleventh  and 
Twelfth,  a  prominent  and  fashionable  educa- 
tional institution  for  young  ladies.  Who 
remembers  the  ladies? 

The  "Kelsey  House,"  on  the  west  side  of 
Telegraph  avenue  at  Twenty-fourth  street, 
a  prominent  and  favorite  family  resort. 

The  "Johnson  House,"  on  the  west  side 
of  San  Pablo  avenue  at  Eighteenth  street,  a 
well  known  family  hotel.  Friend,  Mr.  Geo. 
B.  M.  Gray,  should  tell  more. 

"McClure's  Military  Academy,"  on  the 
east  side  of  Telegraph  avenue,  between 
Twenty-ninth  and  Orchard.  An  excellent 
school  conducted  by  the  late  Rev.  David 
McClure.  Friend,  Rudolph  Crist,  may  re- 
member. 

"Golf  Club  and  Links,"  were  at  "Adam's 
Point,"  now  "Lakeside  Park,"  previous  to 
removal  to  their  present  home  at  Rockridge. 

The  first  overland  train  arrived  in  Oakland 
over  the  Seventh  street  local  tracks. 

Emm  See  Bee. 

(To  be  continued) 
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Ben  F.  Woolner 

[The  following  verses  were  composed  by  Ben  F. 
Woolner,  attorney-at-law,  Oakland,  California,  and 
we  think  are  quite  appropriate  at  this  time. — Ed.] 

THE  PATRIOT 

Do  you  stand  straight  up  with  ghst'ning  eye, 

Straight  up !    with  jaw  set  to  stay — 
With  clenched  hands — with  pulsing  heart 

When   your   Nation's    anthems   play? 
When  the  brown  and  blue  go  marching  by 

With  song  and  quip  and  smile — 
Do  you  let   the   tears  well  up  in  your  eyes 

Unashamed — and  proud   the  while? 

Do  you  read  with  hate  of  the  wake  of  the  Hun, 

The   trail   called   "No   Man's   Land" ! 
Blazed   with   a   fury   unspeakable, 

Where  not  a  blade  of  grass  may  stand! 
Where  our  boys  lie  down  with  face  in  the  dirt, 

Flat  down — with  no  time  for  prayer — 
Waiting  the  call    (nor  recking  the  cost) 

To  kill  the  beast  over  there ! 

Where  your  boy  lies  out  in  a  shell  hole — alone, 

Out  under  a  Flanders'  sky, 
While  countless  souls  of  hero  dead 

Go  silent — marching  by  ! 
Where  the  horrors  of  Hell  churn  the  earth  to  foam 

And  your  boy  out   there — alone ; 
Did  you  hear  his  cry — God!    did  you  hear? 

A  cry  from  Freedom's   gate 
To  you  to  "stand  by"  in  the  fight  to  death 

A  world   to   emancipate? 

Did  you  hear  the  cry,  and  did  you  "stand  by"? 

Out  of  your  bounteous   store 
Did  you  give  and  give  and  give  and  give 

And   then — did  you   offer  more? 
If  you  did,   then  you've  sacrificed  with  him 

Who   gives,  with  no  hidden   thought 
His  life,  that  "Liberty"  may  live 

And  neither  hath  striven  for  naught. 

And  somewhere  to  sound  of  celestial  chime, 
Where  all  the  year  round  is  blossom  time, 

And  the  birds  sing  in  song  of  endless  rhyme, 
You're  recorded  a  "Patriot." 


UTILITIES  MUST  OPERATE 

THE  importance  of  public  utilities,  espe- 
cially water  and  gas  works,  was  em- 
phasized recently  in    an    address    by 
Carl    H.    Mote,    secretary     of     the     Public 
Service  Commission  of  Indiana.       Mr.  Mote 
spoke  in  part  as  follows: 

"This  is  a  time  of  new  values,  of  read- 
justments— personal,  political,  economic  and 
institutional.  The  value  of  our  dollars,  our 
property,  our  services,  our  lives  is  radically 
changed  by  the  war,  and  the  man  who  does 
not  face  this  fact  squarely  is  indeed  a  foolish 
citizen. 

"We  have  got  to  have  water. 
Shut  down  the  water  utilities  twen- 
ty-four hours  and  death  stalks 
through  our  towns  as  certainly  as  it 
does  on  the  battle  front.  Our  sewers 
cease  to  run  and  our  physical  life 
is  menaced  from  every  angle. 

"Our  electric  utilities  must  go  on.  Shut 
them  down  and  the  paths  are  made  dark  for 
the  enemies  of  society,  and,  even  worse,  they 
are  made  dark  for  the  modern  communities 
and  industries  on  whose  payrolls  our  towns 
must  be  nourished.  Close  them  down  and 
we  have  industrial  paralysis. 

"Our  gas  plants  must  go  on.  Close  them, 
and  at  least  in  the  larger  cities  many  will  be 
hungry  and  be  cold. 

"War  brings  us  to  the  realization  that  the 
vital  forces  of  a  city  are  not  its  schools,  not 
fire  protection,  not  police,  not  libraries,  not 
streets,  courts,  health  departments,  jails  or 
any  of  those  other  agencies  which  are  ac- 
cepted without  question  as  instrumentalities  to 
be  maintained  by  general  taxation.  All  of 
these  institutions  and  functions  could  be  sus- 
pended for  days  or  weeks,  or  in  some  cases, 
years,  and  still  we  would  go  on.  But  we 
cannot  close  down  our  public  utilities  and  live 
municipally  any  more  than  we  can  permit  our 
railroads  to  cease  operation  or  wax  inefficient. 
"These  public  utilities  are  a  part  of  the 
Government,  no  matter  whether  they  are 
privately  or  publicly  owned,  and  President 
Wilson,  Secretary  McAdoo  and  John  Skelton 
Williams,  Controller  of  the  Currency,  are 
right  when  they  refer  to  them  as  vital  forces 
that  must  be  protected  and  carried  through 
this  war  emergency." — Pipe  Progress. 
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"BUBBLES" 
FROM   OUR   CORRESPONDENTS 

OAKLAND,  BERKELEY,  ALAMEDA,  RICHMOND 


J.    P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

General  Offices. — John  R.  (Jack) 
Hunter,  Purchasing  Agent,  after  an 
absence  from  the  office  for  three  weeks 
or  more,  is  again  in  our  midst.  The  genial 
"P.  A."  suffered  from  a  bad  case  of  blood 
poisoning.  A  slight  abrasion  of  the  skin  on 
his  shin,  coupled  with 
a  bruised  bone,  was 
caused  by  coming  in 
contact  with  the  edge 
of  a  porch  when 
attempting  to  jump 
from  the  ground  to 
said  porch.  At  first 
ordinary  home  rem- 
edies and  treatment 
were  resorted  to,  as 
also  the  doctor.  Sud- 
denly an  alarming  con- 
dition arose  and  the 
"P.  A."  was  assigned 
to  bed,  private  room  No.  1 ,  at  the  Hunter 
residence,  with  the  President  and  General 
Manager  of  his  home,  Mrs.  Hunter,  in  full 
charge.  She  was  ably  assisted  by  Dr. 
Shannon  and  a  trained  nurse.  'Twas  nip 
and  tuck  for  a  few  days  to  keep  Jack  from 
going  West.  Medical  skill  and  that  ever 
vigilance  and  devotion  which  is  so  charac- 
teristic of  one's  better  "Three-quarters" 
brought  him  through  unscathed.  In  fact, 
he  was  much  benefited  from  the  rest  cure 
during  the  convalescing  period  when  the 
trained  nurse  was  looked  upon  as  being 
necessary  principally  to  answer  the  door  bell 
and  listen  to  the  sympathy  extended  by  the 
daily  stream  of  callers,  his  numerous  friends. 

Volume  1  on  "Blood  Poisoning"  is  now 
ready  for  the  press,  Author,  John  R.  Hunter, 
Purchasing  Agent,  East  Bay  Water  Com- 
pany. 

Paul  Magerstadt,  Office  Engineer  San 
Pablo  Project,  spent  his  vacation  sojourning 
through  the  state.  Some  of  the  principal 
springs  were  visited  with  a  view  of  getting  a 
complete  change  of  water. 

Feathers  are  flying  again.  The  duck 
season  is  on  and  the  lovers  of  the  sport  are 


quite  in  evidence.  A  big  delegation  headed 
by  General  Manager  Wilhelm  went  over  the 
top  promptly  on  schedule.  All  watches 
were  synchronized  in  order  that  none  would 
fudge  on  the  opening  day.  The  objective 
(limit)  was  reached  in  short  order  and  every- 
body "dug  out." 

Paul  Daniels,  Sanitary  Engineer  and 
Superintendent  of  Country  Division,  was 
stricken  recently  with  an  acute  attack  of 
ptomaine  poisoning.  Paul,  who  is  classed 
as  an  epicurean  of  high  rank,  states  that  some 
of  the  ingredients  in  the  food  he  ate  were  not 
of  the  co-ordinating  variety  and  in  coming 
together  in  his  stomach,  created  a  poisonous 
gas  which  nearly  caused  him  to  blow  up.  A 
high  pressure  stomach  pump  was  resorted  to 
and  all  foreign  substance  removed.  After 
rinsing  the  stomach  thoroughly  with  East  Bay 
water,  normal  conditions  prevailed. 

General  Attorney  Arthur  G.  Tasheira 
made  a  hurried  trip  to  the  East  in  the  interests 
of  our  Company.  Efforts  were  made  to 
squeeze  out  of  the  Priorities  Committee  at 
Washington  a  priority  certificate  which  would 
entitle  us  to  an  earlier  completion  and  deliv- 
ery of  certain  machinery  required  for  our 
pumping  and  distribution  system.  Satis- 
factory results  were  obtained,  but  of  course 
certain  war  conditions  exist  which  all  must 
give  way  to. 

Frances  Matthews  is  a  new  addition  to 
our  Stenographic  and  Files  division. 

Fred  Till  holds  the  record  for  making  cash 
sales  of  Liberty  Bonds.  Fred  does  not 
believe  in  buying  on  time.  He  tells  'em  to 
go  and  get  the  money.  Uncle  Sam  needs 
it  now. 

F.  M.  Smith,  Chief  Accountant,  has  made 
several  trips  to  Pinole  lately,  where  he  carried 
on  negotiations  with  the  Hercules  Powder 
Company  regarding  our  service,  accounting, 
etc. 

Miss  Ella  Larmer  recently  entered  the 
service  of  this  Company  and  was  assigned  to 
the  Stenographic  and  Files  division. 

Since  submitting  our  last  batch  of  news 
for  BUBBLES  it  is  important  that  we  chron- 
icle the  fact  that  "Shorty"  Wyman  has  been 
away  on  his  vacation. 
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Interior  view  of  Oakland  Business  office.    All  employees  are  wearing  "Flu 
Masks"  in  compliance  with  Board  of  Health  and  Red  Cross  instructions. 


Oakland  Business  Office — Sales 
Manager  Hanson  is  wearing  a  smile  of 
satisfaction  nowadays.  The  duck  season  is 
here  and  Tom  was  on  hand  with  the  rest  of 
the  volunteers  to  go  "over  the  top"  at  the 
designated  hour.  Tom  succeeded  in  bagging 
the  limit? 

"Handy"  Andy  Gifford  was  laid  up  for 
a  few  days  with  a  slight  touch  of  the  "Flu." 
We  managed  to  keep  Andy's  $  $  $  moving 
while  he  was  away.      It's  some  job,  too. 

"Billy"  Blais  has  been  assigned  to  the 
"On  and  Off"  department  to  help  out  during 
the  "flu"  scare  (colds  and  other  ills)  which 
depleted  our  force  somewhat.  "Billy"  fits 
in  most  any  place  and  is  a  splendid  general 
utility  man. 

Carmen  de  Cordova  has  been  confined 
to  her  home  for  the  past  three  weeks.  Her 
ailment  appears  to  have  weakened  her  some- 
what and  the  convalescing  period  is  slow  and 
tedious.  We  all  hope  that  Miss  de  Cordova 
will  soon  be  with  us. 


We  wish  to  go  down  in  history  as  having 
fought  the  "Flu"  according  to  all  modern 
rules  of  medical  warfare,  and  as  proof  of 
such  there  appears  on  this  page  a  picture  of 
our  office  force  standing  at  attention  prop- 
erly equipped  to  combat  with  any  invaders 
(germs). 

Seems  as  though  of  late  ills  of  all  sorts 
have  caused  quite  a  number  of  the  personnel 
of  this  office  to  remain  home.  Using  a  slang 
expression,  "We  have  been  shot  to  pieces 
on  several  occasions,  with  hardly  a  corporal's 
guard  on  duty  to  transact  business.  We  wish 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  impress  upon  the 
force  the  importance  of  having  some  consid- 
eration for  the  Company's  affairs.  No  one 
is  asked  to  come  to  the  office  and  attempt 
to  labor  when  they  are  really  sick.  However, 
toe  aches,  feeling  tired  in  the  morning  or  loss 
of  sleep  from  over  indulgence  should  not  be 
charged  as  a  burden  to  the  Company.  Think 
this  over.     The  Company  is  mighty  good  to 
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us  with  vacation  privileges  with  pay  and  other 
concessions  too  numerous  to  mention. 

All  rejoice  over  the  salary  increase  re- 
cently granted  to  us.  Every  little  bit  helps, 
and  things  look  brighter  on  the  horizon.  We 
are  indeed  thankful  to  the  Executives  of  this 
Company  for  the  increase  in  compensation. 

The  Fourth  Liberty  Loan  was  liberally 
subscribed  to  by  every  one  in  the  Oakland 
Business  Office.  All  fully  appreciated  their 
duty  and  came  through  cheerfully.  Our 
Boys  "Over  There"  have  no  "Say  so"  ex- 
cept to  push  forward.  We  must  stand  back 
of  them  with  the  dollars  and  keep  the  supplies 
going  to  them. 

Frank  Pretti,  foreman  of  the  service  men, 
is  laid  up  at  home  with  a  real  case  of  the 
"Flu."  We  miss  Frank,  and  hope  he  will 
soon  be  with  us  again  lying  for  those  violat- 
ing the  rules  governing  the  use  of  water  for 
lawns  and  gardens. 

Frank  Goetz,  late  night  clerk,  has  been 
wrestling  with  a  bad  case  of  the  "Flu."  So 
far  Frank  is  holding  up  pretty  well.  Think- 
ing he  was  about  well,  he  began  to  move 
about  and  pneumonia  developed.  Latest  re- 
ports indicate  that  a  gradual  improvement  is 
noticeable. 

Mrs.  Mae  Elsie  Lucas,  another  war  bride, 
is  a  new  addition  to  our  force.  Mrs.  Lucas 
came  to  the  coast,  with  her  husband,  from 
Nebraska.  Her  husband  is  in  the  navy, 
getting  final  instructions  at  the  training  station 
before  joining  the   "overseas"   forces. 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Hume  of  the  Extension 
department  has  been  absent  from  the  office 
for  some  time  on  account  of  an  attack  of 
pleurisy.  Her  doctor  advised  her  to  take  a 
long  rest  and  she  has  been  granted  an 
indefinite  leave  of  absence. 

Mrs.  Elanor  Raymond,  nee  Carosio,  is 
with  us  again  and  will  help  out  during  these 
strenuous  times.  Mrs.  Raymond's  husband 
joined  the  colors  recently  and  she  has  joined 
the  war  bride  crowd. 

Miss  Naomi  Higgins  has  joined  our  force. 
She  is  an  experienced  comptometer  operator 
and  grinds  out  the  daily  volume  of  bills  on 
schedule. 

Abe  Solomon,  foreman  of  the  collection 
force,  returned  last  week  from  his  vacation. 
While  Abe  had  a  rest,  still  he  says  it  was 
not  a  real  vacation  as  a  pet  boil   appeared 


on  his  neck,  causing  him  some  inconvenience 
and  annoyance. 

The  vacation  schedule  for  1918  has  been 
filed  away.  All  have  had  their  vacation  and 
settled  down  to  the  daily  routine  until  next 
summer  Every  one  appreciates  the  goodness 
of  our  officials  in  granting  vacation  with  pay 
and  we  want  those  in  authority  to  know  that 
we  will  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and 
labor  with  renewed  energy. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Marie  Bryant,  who  hails  from 
Kansas  City,  recently  entered  our  service. 
Mrs.  Bryant  is  one  of  the  war  bride  crowd. 
Her  husband  is  located  "Somewhere  around 
the  Bay"  serving  Uncle  Sam  in  the  navy. 
For  a  number  of  years  Mrs.  Bryant  was 
employed  by  the  Kansas  City  Stock  Yards 
Company  in  their  general  office. 

Tevis  Crafts  relieved  George  McKean, 
Manager  of  the  Alameda  Office,  while 
George  was  away  on  his  vacation.  During 
Mr.  Crafts'  absence  from  this  office  "Billy" 
Blais  kept  the  desk  clear. 

Land  Agent  Andruss,  also  chief  of  the 
basement,  wore  his  "Flu"  mask  a  day  and 
then  remained  home.  "Cliff"  says  he  enjoys 
his  pipe  too  well  to  keep  his  face  covered  all 
the  time. 

Max  Carash,  chief  of  the  Billing  Depart- 
ment, and  his  capable  force  have  rearranged 
the  schedule  of  rates,  and  all  have  adjusted 
themselves  to  the  new  order  of  things.  Every- 
thing is  moving  along  without  a  hitch. 

A  number  of  the  boys  on  the  collection 
force  have  had  a  slight  touch  of  the  "Flu." 
We,  inside,  sort  of  envy  them  in  their  daily 
fresh-air  exercise. 

Lieut.  Walter  Fieberling  of  the  army,  for- 
merly with  this  Company,  and  brother  of  ye 
correspondent,  dropped  in  on  us  the  other  day. 
He  reports  much  activity  in  his  line,  and  hopes 
to  be  on  his  way  "over  there"  before  long. 
A  number  went  over  to  Camp  Fremont  to  bid 
him  good-bye. 

Miss  Pollard  reports  that  her  nephew,  R. 
H.  O'Conner,  formerly  with  this  Company  in 
the  pumping  department,  is  still  at  "Goat 
Island"  with  the  Hospital  Corps  School,  U. 
S.  Navy.  He  has  also  been  selected  to  assist 
in  the  bugle  squad.  He  expects  to  go  to  sea 
very  soon. 
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Corporation  Yard — Roy  Standiford, 
the  "hustling  kid"  with  the  yard  truck,  is 
driving  close  to  the  right  hand  curb  nowadays. 
Recently  Roy  was  "hugging"  the  left  curb 
on  East  14th  Street  and  it  cost  him  $10.00. 
It  was  Roy's  first  offense  and  the  judge 
refunded  his  ten  bones.  Nevertheless,  Roy 
says  he  will  be  careful  what  he  "hugs"  in 
the  future. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Stevens  and  his 
"Merry  Chevrolet"  became  the  victims, 
recently,  of  a  Buick  "6"  and  its  blind  driver. 
The  condition  of  little  "Merry"  was  evidence 
enough  of  the  sudden  loss  of  sight  of  the 
Buick  driver.  It  is  considered  a  miracle  that 
"Steve"  is  with  us  today. 

"Doff  your  hats,  my  boys,"  said  Steve, 
"When  in  the  office  you  appear, 
So  remember,  boys,  you  must  leave 

Your  lids  outside,  for  the  girls  are  here." 

The  question  is — Who  gave  Miss  Hevel 
and  Miss  Williams  the  lovely  box  of  Mabelle 
chocolates  at  the  Yard  Office? 

The  stork  paid  a  visit  to  the  home  of  Chief 
Mechanic  L.  J.  Traver  August  1 6th,  and 
left  an  eight-pound  baby  girl.  Congratula- 
tions, Les. 

"Doctor"  Sampson  of  the  East  Bay  Sani- 
torium  is  thinking  seriously  of  resigning  his 
position.  It  is  reported  that  Sells-Floto, 
Greatest  Show  on  Earth,  has  tendered  "Doc" 
a  lifetime  contract  to  perform  his  "death 
defying  somersault  in  a  Tin  Henry." 
Recently  "Doc"  was  giving  a  convalescing 
"Henry"  a  little  exercise  when  "Henry" 
became  boisterous  and  frisky,  turning  a  com- 
plete somersault,  hurling  "Sammy"  into 
space.  Both  "Henry"  and  "Doc"  escaped 
with  minor  injuries.  The  feat  being  so  per- 
fect it  was  intimated  Sam  would  repeat  the 
stunt  if  given  the  proper  inducement,  hence 
the  offer  from  the  circus. 

Is  "Smiling"  Louie  Farrell,  our  congenial 
Superintendent,  near-sighted?  It  is  a  ques- 
tion to  be  solved.  Or  has  Mrs.  Mildred 
Clark  (nee  Hevel)  a  double?  Another  one 
for  our  gumshoe  men.  However,  Louie  is 
considered  a  very  clever  judge  of  beautiful 
femininity  which,  perhaps,  accounts  for  an 
incident  which  happened  recently.  While  on 
his  way  to  the  Yard  office  Louis  noticed  a 
dainty  little  lady  merrily  wending  her  way 
in  the  direction  of  22nd  and  Adeline.  The 
good  old  Irish  chivalry  once  more  filled  the 


veins  of  Louie,  and  he  wheeled  up  to  the 
curb  bent  on  giving  the  supposed  Mrs.  Clark 
a  ride  to  the  office.  "Want  a  ride?  Jump 
in,"  shouted  Louie.  "I  should  say  not," 
was  the  reply,  and  with  a  shrug  of  her 
shoulders  the  supposed  Mrs.  Clark  continued 
on  her  way. 

Superintendent  Farrell  hesitated  a  moment, 
rubbed  his  eyes,  then  threw  his  pet  car  into 
high.  When  he  arrived  at  the  office  there 
was  Mrs.  Clark  busily  playing  a  tune  on 
the  Remington.  Again  Louie  hesitated, 
then  rushed  for  his  field  glasses,  then  gazed  in 
the  direction  of  the  fair  damsel.  (Louis  to 
himself)  "I  can't  be  mistaken,  but  how  did 
she  get  here  before  me?  I  haven't  touched 
a  drop  for  weeks,  either,  so  here  goes." 

"Didn't  I  meet  you  a  few  blocks  away, 
Mrs.  Clark,  and  asked  you  to  ride  with 
me?"  Mrs.  Clark  looked  up  with  a  cute 
little  smile  and  said,  "Why,  no,  Mr.  Farrell, 
I  have  been  here  for  ten  minutes,  but  I  would 
have  been  delighted  to  ride  with  you.  You 
were  mistaken." 

Mr.  Farrell,  however,  looked  doubtful, 
and  scratching  his  head  turned  to  his  desk 
still  pondering,  and  from  that  day  to  this 
Louis  passes  them  all  by,  no  matter  how 
charming  and  familiar  they  look. 


"Shorty"  Hunter  and  his  men  after  install- 
ing another  booster  plant  at  92nd  Avenue 
and  completing  one  at  Alvarado,  were  at  the 
yard  for  a  few  days  putting  things  in  shape 
for  another  job.  "Shorty"  and  his  men  are 
a  busy  bunch  nowadays. 

Ben  Carroll  is  with  us  again.  After 
leaving  the  employment  of  the  Com- 
pany     several      months      ago,      he      returns 
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to  take  up  work  in  George  Hunter's  depart- 
ment. 

Al  Clark  of  the  garage  force  is  considered 
by  many  a  crack  duck  hunter.  Sampson  can 
testify  to  that. 

Foreman  Bell,  of  the  machine  shop,  is  still 
the  old  reliable.  No  job  is  too  difficult  for 
him. 

The  "Flu"  has  attacked  several  members 
of  the  yard  force.  As  we  go  to  press  no 
fatalities  have  been  reported,  for  which  we 
are  thankful.  Gauze  masks  are  much  in 
evidence  among  the  force  at  the  yard. 

"Tony"  Lima,  Al  Clark,  Ralph  Whit- 
taker,  Irving  Domes,  in  addition  to  the  turn- 
off  gang,  are  scouting  after  violators  of  the 
irrigation  edict.  According  to  Superintend- 
ent Farrell,  these  boys  are  proving  a  great 
help  in  the  Company's  effort  to  conserve  the 
water  supply. 

Time — 7:20  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Place — Corporation  Yard,  Twenty-second  and  Ade- 
line streets,  Oakland. 

Person — Chief  Mechanic  Traver. 

Vehicle — Pope-Hartford. 

Objective — Alvarado  Pumping  Plant. 

Cause — Engine  broke  down  and  five  engineers  sick 
with  the  "Flu." 

Time  Due— 7:40  o'clock  A.  M. 

Time  Arrived — 7:39  o'clock  A.  M. 

Result — Engine  repaired  and  force  assigned.  On 
way  home  apologies  made  to  Chiefs  of  Police  of  all 
municipalities  for  maintaining  speed  of  ninety-two 
miles  an  hour. 

Remarks — An  eyewitness  to  the  departure  of  the 
Chief  Mechanic  imagined  that  all  of  the  machine  guns 
in  the  hands  of  the  Allies  had  been  turned  loose  on 
the  Huns. 

Here  are  three  real  heroes — J.  Townsend, 
W.  Townsend  and  Pete  Cornachia.  This 
is  why:  The  Municipal  Auditorium,  Oak- 
land, has  been  converted  into  a  hospital  in 
which  to  care  for  those  stricken  with  the 
"Flu."  In  order  to  provide  the  wards  with 
water  it  was  necessary  to  make  some  tempo- 
rary extensions  of  pipes,  etc.  Plumbers 
were  resorted  to  by  those  in  charge,  but  they 
balked  at  a  certain  line.  Our  company  was 
appealed  to  to  perform  the  work  and  we 
called  for  volunteers.  The  three  men  named 
above  stepped  forward  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  do  the  work.  The  rearrangement 
of  the  plumbing  materially  reduced  the  run- 
ning about  of  the  volunteer  nurses,  who  are 
pretty  much  overworked.  At  the  time  these 
men  did  the  work  there  were  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  cases  of  "Flu"  around  them. 
Of  course  they  wore  masks  and  kept  their 
heads  below  the  parapet. 


San  Pablo  Project. — With  joy  we 
welcome  every  edition  of  BUBBLES.  Being 
situated  away  from  town  and  off  of  the  main 
line  of  traffic  as  it  were,  BUBBLES  is  just  the 
"stuff"  we  need  to  make  us  realize  that  we 
are  a  part  of  that  live,  efficient,  public 
service  corporation,  The  East  Bay  Water 
Company.  The  snappy  little  publication 
impresses  on  us  what  an  effort  is  being  made 
to  meet  every  emergency  to  help  Uncle  Sam, 
and  still  keep  our  domestic  demands  supplied. 

Our  part  of  the  undertaking  is  develop- 
ment. Development  for  the  future,  and 
Resident  Engineer  Hawley's  article  in  this 
issue  treats  on  the  subject  in  a  manner  that 
leaves  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  reader  as 
to  the  progress,  strength  and  durability  of  our 
gigantic  hydraulic  fill  dam. 

The  last  section  of  the  Outlet  Tunnel  still 
to  be  bored  is  being  steadily  diminished,  in 
spite  of  gas,  water  and  running  ground,  with 
a  regularity  that  is  highly  commendable  under 
the  circumstances. 

The  Outlet  Tunnel  Control  Works  at  the 
East  Portal  is  about  60  per  cent  complete, 
and  according  to  the  opinions  of  all  observers 
of  the  work,  Ed  Taylor  is  doing  "some  job" 
on  its  construction. 

Work  is  now  well  under  way  on  the  scenic 
highway  around  the  water  line  of  the  reser- 
voir, which  will  ultimately  connect  the  San 
Pablo  Highway  and  the  Tunnel  Road. 

Superintendent  Albert  is  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  winter  floods,  and  has  a  crew 
at  work  clearing  a  channel  to  carry  the  run-off 
and  cleaning  up  in  general  below  the  elevation 
that  will  be  this  year's  high  water  line. 

Phil  John,  the  congenial  accountant  for 
Bates  &  Boreland,  has  accepted  a  position 
as  physical  director  for  overseas  duty  with  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  is  eagerly  awaiting  orders. 

We  are  taking  this  opportunity  to  assure 
our  General  Manager  that  the  men  in  our 
organization  are  carrying  out  his  orders  in  a 
manner  that  would  be  highly  gratifying  to 
him.  Especially  so  had  he  been  present  to 
hear  Cost  Accountant  Grannel's  heroic 
enforcement  of  his  order  regarding  the  use  of 
Company  telephones  when,  apparently,  the 
same  was  attempted  to  be  violated  by  our 
"rising  young  clearing  contractor." 

Grannel  has  read  the  letter, 

Learned  the  dope, 
Infringer  take  care 

Or  your  jaw'll  get  poked. 
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C.   M.   WORMAN 

Correspondent 


BERKELEY  DIVISION 

MISS  NANCY   ROBBINS  recently 
joined  our  clerical  force.   She  already 
feels   at  home  in   her  new  position. 
Before  entering  our  service  she  was  employed 
by  the  Key  System  in  Oakland. 

Miss  Alice   Zeigler  was   on   the   sick  list 
for  a  few  days.     Her 
ailment  appeared  to  be 
la     grippe.        No,     it 
wasn't  the  "Flu." 

Miss  Lucille  Parr 
has  resigned  from  our 
service.  Dame  Rumor 
has  it  that  she  will 
launch  her  canoe  on 
the  sea  of  matrimony. 
The  Berkeley  Division 
force  all  join  ye  scribe 
in  wishing  for  her  a 
pleasant  voyage.  Dur- 
ing her  term  of  service 
in  this  office  she  en- 
deared herself  to  her  office  associates.  We 
regret  much  to  have  to  chronicle  her  departure 
from  our  midst. 

The  force  extends  deepest  sympathy  to 
Miss  Edna  Higgins,  who  suffered  the  loss  of 
her  father  recently. 

Miss  Hazel  Hooper  has  joined  our  cler- 
ical force.  She  takes  the  place  made  vacant 
through  the  resignation  of  Miss  Parr. 

"Berkeley  Dick"  Holroyd  can  be  classed 
as  the  "Good  Samaritan."  While  in  Wild 
Cat  Canyon  recently  he  gathered  some 
chestnuts  and  distributed  them  among  our 
force. 

The  meter  readers  are  a  punctual  lot. 
They  were  right  on  schedule  this  month; 
covered  their  routes  quietly  and  moved  on  to 
Richmond. 

City  Superintendent  Farrell  drops  in  on 
us  occasionally.  "Lou"  always  creates  an 
atmosphere  of  sunshine  and  joy  through  his 
presence,  and  then  again,  he  is  always  so 
willing  to  do  any  and  all  things  to  make  our 
customers  satisfied. 

The  "Flu"  will  have  to  seek  other  climes 
when  nosing  around  our  quarters — the  entire 
force  are  wearing  masks  and  disinfectant  has 
been  sprayed  generally  throughout  the  build- 
ing.     All  regularly  gargle  their  throats  and 


spray  their  nose  with  Dobells  Solution.  We 
are  following  to  the  letter  the  Red  Cross 
instructions. 

Ye  correspondent  is  "some  tickled"  these 
days.  Having  been  assigned  a  majorship  in 
the  Fourth  Liberty  Loan  Drive  it  is  gratifying 
to  have  had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the 
workers  in  helping  put  Berkeley  over  the  top 
with  a  big  margin  to  our  credit. 

Miss  Abrahamsen  of  the  Oakland  business 
office  gave  us  a  helping  hand  for  a  few  days 
in  getting  out  the  mailed  bills. 

Yes,  we  have  a  Queen  among  our  force. 
Miss  Cecil  Smith  was  elected  Queen  of 
France  at  the  Pacific  Coast  Land  and  Indus- 
trial Exposition  held  in  Oakland  recently. 
All  of  the  Allied  Nations  were  represented 
by  a  beautiful  girl  and  the  pageant  created 
was  quite  a  picturesque  affair. 

E.  Esola  of  the  Corporation  Yards,  Oak- 
land, assisted  us  during  the  past  month  while 
Jack  Frick  was  assigned  to  special  survey 
work,  checking  the  fire  maps  for  multiple 
service  locations. 

Miss  Katherine  Maloney,  who  served  with 
us  for  a  number  of  years,  paid  us  a  visit  a 
few  days  ago.  Katherine  is  now  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  at  Richmond. 

The  Campus  at  the  University  has  been 
transformed  into  a  thriving  city.  Stately 
oaks  and  beautiful  lawns  have  been  removed 
to  make  room  for  barracks  and  other  military 
buildings.  The  different  branches  of  the 
military  service  have  large  numbers  of  men 
training  hard.  There  are  about  fifty  military 
buildings  housing  the  various  units. 

Allen  Scoggins,  who  for  a  time  was 
employed  in  this  office,  has  entered  the  mili- 
tary training  camp  at  the  University  and  has 
been  assigned  to  the  Radio  branch  of  the 
service. 

Another  interesting  addition  to  the  mili- 
tary branch  of  the  University  is  the  new  field 
to  be  used  for  aviators,  located  at  Channing 
and  Milvia  Street.  Ground  planes  have 
been  installed  for  testing  and  instructing. 
The  boys  will  fly  on  this  field  without  falling. 

Last,  but  not  least,  and  most  important, 
too,  we  are  a  1  00  per  cent  institution  in  the 
Fourth  Liberty  Loan  Drive.  Every  one  of 
us  subscribed. 
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ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

WE  feel  very  fortunate  that  up  to  date 
our   office    force   has   been    able   to 
report    for    duty    each    day,    none 
having  been  attacked  with  more  than  a  slight 
cold ;  however,  we  will  gently  tap  on  wood  and 
continue  the  use  of  the  ounce  of  prevention. 
Miss  Roberta  Mur- 
dock    of    the  Oakland 
Office  has  been  assist- 
ing in  getting  out  our 
bills.      Miss   Murdock 
has    proved    to    be    a 
very  valuable  assistant 
and   we   hope  to   have 
her  continue  the  good 
work. 

Mr.    Robert    Cava- 
naugh  made  us  a  flying 
visit   last   week.      Bob 
has     been     convoying 
Geo.  A.  McKean    transports  out  of  New 

Correspondent  -v/      i  i  , 

York  and  expects  to 
return  to  France  and  get  into  real  action. 

Mr.  Crafts  of  the  Oakland  Office  was 
left  in  charge  of  the  Alameda  Office  during 
the  absence  of  ye  correspondent.  Tevis, 
better  known  as  George,  says  it  feels  like  old 
times  to  be  back  in  his  own  home  town. 

Building  operations  are  at  a  standstill,  but 
all  other  work  seems  to  have  doubled  up,  in 
fact  so  much  so,  that  our  turn-off  man,  Mr. 
Finch,  is  kept  busy  early  and  late  and  hardly 
has  time  to  count  his  rabbits.  As  this  is 
Jim's  favorite  outdoor  sport,  we  hope  condi- 
tions will  better  themselves  and  allow  him  to 
catch  up  with  his  count. 

Now  about  myself.  Yes,  I've  been  away 
on  my  vacation.  Had  a  most  enjoyable  time. 
Weather  was  fine  and  I  took  in  the  sights  in 
and  around  Los  Angeles.  While  the  south- 
ern metropolis  has  a  few  advantages  to  be 
talked  about,  I'm  here  to  tell  you  that  my 
home  town  at  this  writing  is  strictly  on  the 
map  and  doing  things  during  these  strenuous 
war  times.  There  is  not  a  vacant  house  in 
Alameda  and  above  all,  folks,  just  think  of 
it,  we  are  without  a  graveyard.  Some  burg, 
eh!  And  might  as  well  crow  a  little  more 
about  this  wonderful  city.  We  went  right 
over  the  top  with  the  Fourth  Liberty  Loan 
and  had  some  to  spare.  Our  citizens  see 
daily  what  the  big  shipyard  is  doing  and  it 
has  a  tendency  to  spur  'em  on.  As  Ezra 
Kendall  used  to  say,  "It's  good  gravy." 


Charlotte  M. 
Tueck 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND  DIVISION 

RICHMOND     is     again     "Over     the 
Top."       This     time     it     is     for     the 
"Fourth    Liberty    Loan."     Our  quota 
was  $465,000.00  and  the  amount  subscribed 
for  already  exceeds  $700,000.00. 

Manager  Clark  was  recently  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  U. 
S.  Homes  Registra- 
tion Committee  of 
Richmond,  whose  jur- 
isdiction covers  the  ter- 
ritory extending  from 
the  County  Line  to 
Hercules.  He  is  also 
a  Representative  of  the 
Bureau  of  the  Indus- 
trial Housing  and 
Transportation,  De- 
partment of  Labor, 
Richmond. 

Our  Collector,  John 
Pierce,  has  been  ab- 
sent from  duty  for  the  past  month  due  to  ill- 
ness. He  has  been  confined  at  the  Fabiola 
Hospital  and  from  the  latest  report,  is  on  the 
road  to  recovery.  We  all  miss  "Daddy 
Pierce"  and  look  forward  with  pleasure  to 
his  return. 

Kenneth  Hall,  who  relieved  Mr.  Pierce 
during  his  vacation,  is  again  on  the  job  col- 
lecting. He  states  he  has  inquiries  daily 
from  the  ladies  who  miss  Mr.  Pierce's  pleas- 
ing smile. 

Miss  Helen  Fussell  has  resigned  from  the 
service  and  has  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company.  Her  departure  is 
regretted  by  all  and  she  has  our  best  wishes 
for  success  in  her  new  employment. 

Miss  Julia  Farnocchia  has  accepted  the 
position  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Fussell.  Her  pleasing  smile  has  already 
won  her  many  friends. 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Clark,  wife  of  our  genial 
Manager,  is  confined  at  the  University  of 
California  Hospital  in  San  Francisco  on 
account  of  an  operation.  We  all  hope  for 
her  immediate  recovery. 

Pumpers  Simmons  and  Middleton  of  the 
San  Pablo  No.  2  Pumping  Station,  are  both 
confined  to  their  homes  on  account  of  sick- 
ness. Also  Foreman  Pleich,  G.  Santich  and 
John  Pleich  of  the  Service  Department  are 
seriously  sick  with  the  influenza. 
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IN    THE    SERVICE    AS    INDICATED    BELOW    AND    WILL    SOON    BE    GOING    OVER    THE    TOP: 

•  HARRY  REINHARDT....Asst.  Eng,  Gen.  Office     ROBERT  CAVANAUGH Meter  Reader         A 
CAPTAIN   ENGINEERS.                                                                       UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  "^^H^ 

KENNETH  Q.  VOLK....Special  Agt,  Gen.  Office     THOS.   GRIFFIN Clerk,   Storekeeper 

FIRST  LIEUTENANT,  ENGINEERS.  NATIONAL  ARMY. 

•  C.  H.  WINES....Service  Dept.  Oak.  Bus.  Office     FLORENCE  McCARTHY..Service  Department  . 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY.                                                                       NATIONAL  ARMY.  ,^^^^ 

E.  BROWNELL....Pumper,  Rose  Street  Station     D.  HILL Garage,  Yards      ^\ 

AERO  SQUADRON.  NATIONAL  ARMY. 

W.  DORRFEL....Eng.  24th  Ave.  Pumping  Sta.     L.  E.  HUME Clerk,  Oakland 

•                                       AERO  SQUADRON.                                                                      UNITED  STATES  ARMY.  A 

HAROLD   DAVIE....Asst.  Caret'r  Central  Res.     P.   LUPARIA  ... Pipefitter  '*ff 
ENGINEERS.                                                                                   NATIONAL  ARMY.  r^K, 

NICHOLAS  PLEITCH Foreman,  Richmond     VICTOR  J.  RAZZANO Pumper 

NATIONAL  ARMY.  NATIONAL  ARMY. 

*W\T.    NUNKER..  Warehouse    Foreman,    Oakl.     E.   LUCHESI  General    Utility    Man   ,^^L^ 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  NATIONAL  ARMY.  if\ 

LAWRENCE  C.  BLANCHARD Tel.   Opr.     W.  W.  GILLIN Blow-off  Man 

AMBULANCE  CORPS,  SOMEWHERE  IN  FRANCE.  u-  s-  TRANSPORT  SERVICE. 

*W.  B.  BOGGS  Material  Clerk,  San  Pablo  Dam     ELMER  A.  SHONANDER Meter  Reader  A 

NATIONAL  ARMY.                                                                       UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  <«^ 

H.  FOX Yard  Foreman,  Oakland     R"  H'  ©'CONNER Pumper      ^ 

NATIONAL  ARMY.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY' 

„    ,    ,      ™        JOHN   LARSEN Clerk 

*L.  M.  WARD Clerk,  Berkeley  Office                                national  army.  » 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  A 

A.    R.    JONES.      Pumper  ^^^ 
P.  KATZ Hydrant    Inspector,   Genera]   Office                     ASST.  ENGINEER  U.  S.  MARINES  ^^^ 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

ROBT.  G.  ADAMS. Cost  Ac't,  San  Pablo  Pro  j. 

C.  HEPLER....Fireman,  Fitchburg  Pump.  Sta.  united  states  navy. 

•  F.  H.  DORSAZ...  Eng.  Dept.,  San  Pablo  Proj.         j 

\1.   P.   DALEY Mete,    Header,  General       SERG-  u-  S"  engineer  CORPS.-6  Months'  Active  ^^T 
Service   in    France   to   Date.  ^B^A 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  r^K 

RAY  GOODWIN. ...Eng.  Dept.  San  Pablo  Proj. 

D.  H.  ELLIOTT Manager,  Berkeley  Office      C0Rp    u    s    ENGINEER  corps.-9  Months'  Active 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  Service   in  France  to  Date. 

•  B.  ANDREANI ...Chauffeur,  General  Office     J.  W.  BARKLAY....Stream  Gauger  S.  P.  Proj.  ,^^_ 
UNITED  STATES  NAVY.  NATIONAL  ARMY.  ^Wm^ 
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GREETINGS 

N  BEHALF  of  the  officers  and 
directors  of  our  Company,  I 
extend  to  all  employees  Christ- 
mas Greetings  and  Best  Wishes  for  the 
New  Year.  May  you  all  enjoy  health, 
happiness  and  prosperity  in  the  years 
to  come! 

This  is,  indeed,  a  Christmas  Season 
which  we  can  celebrate  in  good  spirit, 
and  with  pride  and  rejoicing.  The  vic- 
tory of  the  Allied  arms  has  carried  the 
message  of  "Peace  on  Earth,  Good-will 
toward  Men"  into  every  heart.  We 
rejoice  at  the  triumph  of  Right  over 
Might,  and  welcome  home  with  full 
hearts  our  boys  who  answered  the 
Country's  call. 

W.  E.  CREED,  President 
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MAKING  YOURSELF  FELT 

By  WILLIAM  AICHBEE. 


£^TF  you  think  your  job  is  small,  choke 
,1  down  that  sob  stuff  long  enough  to 
allow  yourself  to  think  of  the  'cootie' 
— he  was  no  elephant,  but  he  made  himself 
felt,  and  that  is  what  you  have  failed  to  do 
since  you  have  been  on  this  job,"  said  the 
manager  of  a  big  concern  of  this  city  to  an 
employee,  recently,  who  had  complained 
about  not  being  promoted  in  five  years  and 
was  still  receiving  the  "same  old  salary, 
while  others  who  came  into  the  business  later 
passed  him  to  fill  better  positions  with  higher 
pay. 

This  young  man,  like  many  other  young 
men  and  women,  just  plodded  along  with  no 
thought  of  the  future  other  than  that  time 
would  ultimately  land  him  in  a  better  posi- 
tion. Like  the  undertaker,  he  did  not  believe 
in  the  'survival  of  the  fittest."  Priority  was 
the  rock  upon  which  he  built  his  hopes  for 
the  future,  and  he  built  so  well  that  the  man- 
ager was  loath  to  disturb  him.  So,  there  he 
remains,  on  the  old  rock,  still  hoping  but 
doing  nothing  by  way  of  initiative  to  attract 
the  attention  of  his  employer. 

Salaried  people  in  these  go-ahead  and 
modern  times  are  not  advanced  without  some 
incentive  for  it.  The  boss  is  in  business  to 
make  a  profit  and  not  for  philanthropic  rea- 
sons. The  men  and  women  holding  down 
the  "better  jobs"  today  are  those  who  gave 
not  only  full  value  to  their  employers  for  the 
pay  they  received,  but  a  little  bit  more.  They 
invariably  gave  just  a  little  bit  more  than  leas 
expected  from  them.  They  were  on  time  or 
before  time  in  the  morning,  without  a  head- 
ache or  "that  tired  feeling"  ready  to  begin 
their  day's  work,  and  they  were  not  "all 
washed  up"  and  ready  to  "beat  it"  when  the 
hour  hand  covered  the  dot  that  marks  the 
end  of  a  day's  work.  No — when  the  others 
were  shuffling  their  pedal  teguments  toward 
the  clock  to  ring  out,  these  successful  ones, 
the  class  that  "made  themselves  felt" — made 
themselves  necessary,  as  it  were — stayed  to 
finish  what  they  were  doing  or  worked  up 
to  a  point  that  would  permit  of  a  better  start 
the  next  morning.  Isn't  it  quite  natural  that 
they  should  succeed? 

Your  employer  is  like  you  are  when  you 
spend  your  money.       He  wants  quality,  full 


measure,  full  weight.  So  do  you,  and  if 
you  receive  short  measure  from  your  grocer 
or  your  meat  market  or  your  haberdasher  sells 
you  shoddy  goods,  you  may  not  complain  to 
him  about  such  treatment,  but  you  will  have 
a  prejudiced  feeling  against  the  man.  You 
do  not  trust  him.  He  gave  you  short  weight 
— he  cheated  you,  and  you  withdraw  your 
patronage  from  him,  quite  naturally.  But 
if  he  gave  you  the  measure  or  weight  you 
expected  to  pay  for  and  occasionally  threw 
in  enough  to  keep  the  scale  beam  from  drop- 
ping, you  would  have  a  good  opinion  of  your 
dealer  and  recommend  him  to  your  friends. 

Now,  consider  your  employer's  feelings 
from  the  same  standpoint — it  is  a  parallel 
case.  When  you  give  him  shoddy  service 
and  short-time  measure,  do  you  think  he  can 
place  any  confidence  in  you?  Surely  not, 
and  he  would  be  justified  in  replacing  you 
when  some  one  else  came  along,  or  like  some 
kind-hearted  employers  do  occasionally,  he 
might  just  allow  you  to  plod  along  in  the 
same  old  place  at  the  same  old  salary  on 
account  of  your  being  the  sole  support  of 
ycur  family. 

When  you  have  "made  yourself  felt"  con- 
tinue to  wear  the  same  sized  hat.  Don't  ruin 
your  prospects  for  further  advancement  by 
allowing  the  thought  to  get  into  your  head 
that  the  business  can't  get  along  without  you, 
for  right  at  this  period  is  where  the  boss  can 
best  afford  to  slip  you  your  passport  without 
a  guarantee  of  a  safe  voyage  as  you  travel. 

The  recent  "flu"  epidemic  suddenly 
snatched  several  valuable  men  from  important 
positions — positions  that  were  hard  to  fill 
with  the  same  caliber  of  men,  but  the  business 
of  the  firms  that  employed  these  men  did  not 
come  to  a  standstill — on  the  contrary,  it  went 
on  as  usual — adjustments  were  made  and  the 
firms  managed  somehow,  as  will  always  be 
the  case,  in  a  well  organized  concern. 

Every  employee  should  try  to  be  a  perfect 
spoke,  well  seasoned  to  avoid  "swelling"  and 
splitting.  If  he  can  hold  out  and  become 
strong  enough  to  make  his  good  points  stand 
out  above  the  others  and  at  the  same  time 
maintain  his  equilibrium,  his  future  is  assured 
— he  will  win. 
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OUR  EMERGENCY  WORK 

Fred  J.  Klaus,  Assistant  Engineer 


THE  latter  part  of  April  of  this  year 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
East  Bay  Water  Company  found 
that  it  was  confronted  with  one  of  the  most 
serious  water  shortages  ever  experienced  by 
the  community  of  the  East  Bay.  This  short- 
age was  due  to  lack  of  rainfall  during  the 
seasons  of  1916-17  and  1917-18. 

When  the  fact  was  fully  appreciated,  or- 
ders were  issued  to  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment by  our  Chief  Engineer  to  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  with  plans  previously  pre- 
pared by  him.  The  plans  covered  the  de- 
velopment and  distribution  of  additional  well 
water. 

The  work  proposed  was  briefly  as  follows : 

1 .  Fitchburg  plant  to  be  augmented  by 
the  addition  of  twelve  new  wells,  with  all 
necessary  pipe  lines,  pumping  machinery,  etc. 

2.  92nd  Avenue  Plant.  Three  wells  to 
be  drilled,  these,  with  four  others,  to  be 
brought  into  the  system. 

3.  1 02nd  Avenue  Plant.  Thirteen 
wells  to  be  cleaned,  equipped  with  pumps, 
booster  plant,  etc. 

4.  Robert's  Landing.  Five  wells  to  be 
drilled;  five  wells  to  be  cleaned;  all  neces- 
sary pumping  machinery,  etc. 

5.  Alvarado  Plant.  Three  wells  to  be 
relined  or  renewed;  air  plant  to  be  renewed, 
and  additional  booster  plant. 

6.  San  Leandro  Lake.  Pumping  units 
to  lift  water  lying  below  filter  basins. 

7.  Alameda  Sugar  Mill  at  Alvarado. 
Three  wells  to  be  connected  to  sump  and 
booster  pumps  with  discharge  lines  to  Com- 
pany's mains. 

At  the  time  the  plans  were  evolved,  Cali- 
fornia had  not  felt  the  effect  of  war  condi- 
tions, labor  was  still  plentiful  and  the  ma- 
terials market  easy.  The  situation  changed 
rapidly,  however,  and  by  the  time  orders  were 
received  to  go  "over  the  top,"  General 
Trouble  had  our  forces  completely  sur- 
rounded. 

We  soon  discovered  that  the  scarcity  of 
material  was  to  cause  us  the  greatest  trouble 
and  most  of  the  delay.  It  developed  that 
munition,  shipyard,  and  other  Government 
emergency  plants  required  large  quantities  of 
motors,  pumps,  compressors,  iron  pipe,  etc. — 
in  fact  the  exact  materials  needed  by  us. 


The  Government  had  put  into  effect  the 
priority  system,  forcing  manufacturers  to  make 
deliveries  of  materials  to  preferred  industries. 
The  plan  of  course,  was  necessary  for  the 
proper  prosecution  of  the  war,  but  as  water 
companies  were  placed  far  down  the  list,  our 
chances  of  receiving  deliveries  under  sixteen 
to  twenty  weeks  were  hopeless. 

This  fact  made  it  necessary  for  us  to  ac- 
quire all  our  materials  when  and  where  we 
could.  Our  demands  covered  some  three 
thousand  horse  power  in  motors,  divided  into 
many  sizes,  speeds  and  voltages,  also  four 
types  of  deep  well  pumps,  and  several  booster 
pumps  of  different  capacities  and  lifts. 

In  filling  our  orders,  practically  every  state 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  was  "combed" 
in  locating  this  material.  The  "locating," 
however,  did  not  end  our  troubles,  for  time 
after  time  when  we  thought  all  was  well,  we 
were  informed  that  the  article  had  been  de- 
livered to  others  on  prior  sale,  defects  had 
been  discovered,  or  the  specifications  were  not 
filled.  Such  incidents  may  seem  of  little  im- 
portance to  some,  but  when  one  realizes  the 
close  relationship  between  pumps  and  motor, 
and  pumps  and  pipe  lines,  the  fact  may  be 
appreciated. 

The  loss  of  a  promised  motor  often  caused 
the  entire  shifting  and  changing  of  plans  and 
agonizing  delays.  The  freight  deliveries  for 
other  than  war  materials  were  impossible  at 
times,  shipments  which  would  ordinarily  have 
been  made  in  one  week  were  held  up  for 
thirty  days,  and  the  tracing  system  was  not  in 
vogue.  The  express  company  was  pressed 
into  service  on  several  occasions  for  deliveries 
on  heavy  shipment,  adding  greatly  to  the  very 
high  cost  of  our  work. 

The  second  great  "shock"  to  a  front  line 
was  felt  when  we  found  that  the  well  boring 
contractors  did  not  care  to  take  on  our  work. 
The  great  cause  of  our  trouble  had  not  af- 
fected us  alone,  but  caused  dire  distress  over 
the  entire  state.  As  a  result  orchardists, 
farmers  and  water  companies  everywhere  were 
rushing  development.  After  considerable  de- 
lay, however,  nine  well  rigs  were  on  their 
way  to  water. 

The  labor  market  probably  came  nearer  to 
up-setting  all  our  plans  than  any  other  cause. 
The  work  required  a  force  of  about  one  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty  men  in  addition  to  our  regular 
crew,  this  number  to  include  a  considerable 
force  of  skilled  mechanics,  electricians,  car- 
penters and  pipe  men.  These  men  we  were 
unable  to  procure.  We  were  not  only  unable 
to  gather  additional  help,  but  were  handi- 
capped by  the  fact  that  many  of  our  regular 
force  left  us,  to  take  employment  in  the  ship- 
yards. The  men  placed  were  old  and  in 
general  unfit  for  the  task.  The  loyalty  and 
interest  shown  by  our  regular  force  saved  the 
day  for  us,  as  they  worked  day  in  and  day 
out,  doing  twelve  to  eighteen  hour  shifts. 

The  success  of  our  undertaking  depended 
very  largely  on  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  to  meet  our  demands  for  power. 
This  required  much  new  construction  and  a 
great  amount  of  changing  of  old  plants.  As 
that  company  was  operating  under  the  same 
disadvantages  as  we,  they  unavoidably  caused 
ms  considerable  delay,  though  they  made 
every  effort  to  meet  our  wishes. 

In  supplying  us  they  were  forced  to  do 
the  following  construction: 

At  Fitchburg,  92nd  Avenue  and  1 02nd 
Avenue,  the  sub-station  at  Elmhurst  had  to 
be  entirely  altered.  The  plant  was  changed 
from  a  two-circuit  to  a  four-circuit  system  and 
the  distribution  plans  revised.  Practically  all 
work  was  done  between  the  hours  of  one  and 
five  a.  m.  to  avoid  trouble  in  serving  the 
public.  Overtime  was  paid  on  all  labor,  but 
could  not  be  avoided. 

To  supply  our  Robert's  Landing  Plant,  a 
new  sub-station  was  constructed  at  Estudillo. 
The  equipment  for  this  was  gathered  from 
many  parts  of  the  system,  and  considerable 
delay  was  experienced  before  all  was  as- 
sembled. 

Alvarado  caused  many  changes  at  the 
Decoto  sub-station,  and  the  stringing  of 
several  miles  of  line. 

The  many  changes  and  details  can  not  be 
given  in  this  article,  but  the  total  work  was  a 
very  great  task  and  was  done  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible  under  the  conditions. 

By  the  middle  of  October  we  had  finished 
the  following  construction: 

Fitchburg  supply  was  increased  some  three 
million  gallons  daily.  This  was  developed 
from  twelve  wells.  The  total  drilling  was 
4,800  feet.  Each  well  was  properly  cased 
and  surface  water  sealed  off.  Electrically 
driven  deep  well  turbine  pumps  were  installed. 
All  machinery  was   set  on  concrete   founda- 


tions, and  housed  in  frame  buildings.  An 
auxiliary  booster  plant  was  placed  in  the  main 
station.  This  comprised  two  centrifugal 
pumps  with  a  combined  capacity  of  3  M.  G. 
D.  A  discharge  line,  1  6  inches  in  diameter 
and  5,000  feet  long,  was  laid  to  tie  this  plant 
into  the  Oakland  system.  Some  2,500  feet 
of  1 2-inch  and  1 0-inch  cast  iron  pipe  were 
used  in  the  gravity  lines  at  the  plant,  and 
about  1  3,500  of  wire  in  the  power  lines. 

At  92nd  Avenue,  three  new  wells  were 
sunk,  the  total  drilling  being  about  1 ,000  feet. 
These  wells  and  four  old  ones  were  equipped 
with  double  acting  motor-driven  pumps.  The 
water  from  all  was  delivered  to  a  20,000 
gallon  concrete  lined  sump  through  a  twelve 
inch  main.  The  booster  receiving  this  water 
is  a  direct  connected  centrifugal  of  1  M.  G. 
D.  capacity.  The  water  developed  here  was 
about  1  M.  G.  D. 

At  1 02nd  Avenue  eleven  wells  were 
cleaned  and  equipped  with  pumps  of  local 
make.  These  are  motor  driven,  the  power 
lines  supplying  the  motors  contain  4,500  feet 
of  wire.  The  gravity  line  laid  was  1 ,800 
feet  of  1  4  inch  pipe.  The  water  discharges 
into  a  20,000  gallon  concrete  reservoir.  The 
booster  has  a  capacity  of  1 .  M.  G.  D.  and 
discharges  through  2,900  feet  of  1 2-inch 
pipe. 

At  Robert's  Landing  five  wells  were 
drilled  a  total  of  3,300  feet.  They  were 
cased  and  the  surface  waters  sealed  off. 
Seven  old  wells  were  cleaned  and  all  wells 
equipped  with  air  lift  piping.  Three  air  com- 
pressors, motor  driven,  with  a  total  capacity 
of  2,000  cu.  ft.  per  minute  were  installed  to 
supply  the  air.  The  air  lines  varied  in  sizes 
from  ]]/4  to  6  inches,  the  total  length  being 
about  1  0,000  feet.  The  gravity  line  was  1  4 
inches  in  diameter  and  9,000  feet  long.  The 
water  is  delivered  from  the  wells  to  a  40,000 
gallon  concrete  lined  reservoir,  from  which  it 
is  boosted  into  the  transmission  lines.  The 
boosters  are  two  2  M.  G.  D.  centrifugal 
motor  driven  units,  connected  to  the  system 
by  2  12  inch  lines,  9,400  feet  long.  We 
developed  about  three  and  one-half  million 
gallons  daily  from  these  wells. 

At  Alvarado  the  entire  air  plant  was  over- 
hauled and  augmented.  This  entailed  the 
cleaning  of  several  wells  and  renewing  the 
air  lift  piping  of  all  wells.  The  air  distribu- 
tion lines  were  renewed;  this  required  the  lay- 
(Continued  on  page  1  1 ) 
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VICTORY  AND  RESPONSIBILITY 

VICTORY  is  ours.  With  Victory  there 
comes  to  us  a  responsibility  which  but 
few  have  stopped  to  fathom.  The 
victory  won  came  so  sudden  that  all  have 
been  intoxicated  with  joy  and  now  that  the 
period  of  celebrating  is  about  over,  the  big 
responsibility  thrust  upon  us  looms  up. 

The  leading  nations  of  the  world  are  con- 
fronted with  some  mighty  problems  to  solve. 
Rulers,  Statesmen,  Diplomats  and  Military 
Leaders  are  assembling  in  Europe  to  shape 
the  destiny  of  big  and  little  nations.  The 
rehabilitating  of  the  devastated  and  war-torn 
countries  and  the  providing  of  food  for  the 
starving  millions  will  be  carried  on  with 
dispatch  through  organizations  with  efficient 
machinery,  and  those  who  have  had  the  big 
load  to  carry  during  war  times  in  arranging 
for  and  providing  relief  can  now  operate  with 
a  greater  degree  of  ease  and  freedom. 


The  real  big  responsibility  is  the  rearrang- 
ing of  the  border  lines  of  many  of  the 
European  countries;  in  other  words,  the  mak- 
ing of  new  nations.  Races,  religious  creeds, 
politics,  outlets  to  seas  and  transportation 
must  be  carefully  measured  to  bring  about  a 
contented  people  in  the  forming  of  these  new 
countries.  For  years  millions  have  been  op- 
pressed through  tyrannical  forms  of  govern- 
ment. Czars,  despots  and  wicked  rulers  have 
been  put  out  of  the  way  and  these  millions 
have  suddenly  come  into  power.  They  lack 
unity  and  already  there  are  factions  springing 
up  here  and  there  which  tends  to  create  bitter 
strife  for  power  and  in  some  localities  anarchy 
(no  government)  prevails.  These  factions 
must  be  reached  and  dealt  with  in  the  most 
kind  and  patient  manner.  Our  (the  Allies) 
first  move  must  be  to  establish  confidence  in 
the  minds  of  these  millions,  who  are  to  enjoy 
freedom,  power  and  a  better  form  of  govern- 
ment, that  we  are  sincere  and  will  set  them 
aright.  We  need,  though,  to  dig  up  some 
of  the  lawn  in  our  front  yard  at  home.  Some 
bad  seed  has  been  planted  and  nasty  weeds 
are  appearing.  Men,  regardless  of  their 
vocation,  must  get  together  and  counsel. 
Some  country  might  say  to  us,  "People  who 
live  in  glass  houses  should  not  throw  stones." 
Then  again,  at  home,  added  responsibility 
comes  at  this  time  in  rearranging  our  com- 
mercial and  industrial  affairs  to  bring  about 
conditions  which  will  permit  all  to  enjoy  a 
peaceful  and  prosperous  life  in  their  business 
and  social  pursuits. 


EFFICIENCY 


Be-hold   the  lit-tle   File  Girl,   so   sweet   and 
de-bonnair, 
With   nothing  on  her   lit-tle   mind   except 
her  fluffy  hair. 
Her   dis-po-si-tion's   splen-did — see   how   she 
smiles  at  me! 
The    while    she    puts    File    ten-o-four    in 
Folder  ten-o-three. 

— Better  Service. 


Doctor — You  should  be  constantly  at  your 
husband's  side,  as  you  will  need  every  little 
while  to  hand  him  something. 

Mrs.  Casey — Niver,  doctor!  Sure,  O'im 
not  the  woman  to  hit  a  man  whin  he  s 
down. — Boston  Transcript. 
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Harold  A.  Davie 

WHILE  rejoicing  over  the  victory  won 
and  the  sudden  termination  of  the 
great  world  war,  and  lauding  those 
from  our  Company  who  were  "over  there" 
doing  their  share,  we  were  shocked  by  re- 
ceiving the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  Harold 
Davie,  who  was  formerly  in  the  employ  of 
this  Company.  Harold  paid  the  supreme 
sacrifice  while  at  the  front  with  the  Engineer 
Corps  blazing  the  way  for  our  fighters  to  ad- 
vance. 

H.  A.  Davie,  the  father  of  Harold,  re- 
ceived a  telegram  on  November  1 3th,  an- 
nouncing that  his  son  was  killed  in  action  on 
October  9th.  It  would  appear  that  the  com- 
pilation of  the  casualty  list  for  that  date  was 
very  slow,  and  no  doubt  due  to  the  rapid  ad- 
vance our  army  was  making.  Following  the 
telegram  a  letter  was  received  by  Mrs.  Davie, 
the  mother,  from  the  Chaplain  of  the  First 
Engineers,  as  follows: 

"October  24,  1918. 
Mrs.  Harold  A.  Davie, 

Oakland,  California. 
Dear  Mrs.  Davie: 

I   am   writing    this    letter    as    Chaplain   of    the 
Regiment  in  which  your  son  served,   to  let  you 


know  how  truly  I  and  the  men  of  this  Regiment 
sympathize  with  you  in  your  bereavement. 

I  am  sure  you  feel  as  we  all  do  how  worthy 
was  his  noble  response  to  his  country's  call.  We 
who  knew  him  intimately  in  the  performance  of 
his  service  as  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  cause,  know 
how  commendably  he  accepted  at  all  times  the 
fortunes  of  war,  know  that  in  a  peculiar  way  we 
shall  miss  him. 

We  mourn  with  you  in  this  your  hour  of  grief. 
If  there  is  any  way  I  can  be  of  service  to  you, 
do  not  hesitate  to  write  me.    I  am,  in  the  great 
cause  to  which  we  are  all  dedicated, 
Very  sincerely  yours, 
JAMES  CANNON, 

Chaplain,  First  Engineers." 

Harold  A.  Davie  was  born  in  Susanville, 
Lassen  County,  California,  on  June  1st, 
1 894.  His  parents  moved  to  Alameda 
County  in  November,  1895.  He  attended 
the  Hays  District  School.  He  was  employed 
by  this  Company  in  March,  1911,  and  was 
sort  of  classed  as  Assistant  Caretaker  of  our 
Central  Reservoir  plant.  He  answered  the 
call  in  the  first  draft  and  entered  the  military 
service  at  Camp  Lewis,  September  23,  1917, 
where  he  was  assigned  to  1 4th  Company, 
166th  Depot  Brigade.  On  November  5th, 
1917,  he  was  transferred  to  Camp  Mills, 
Long  Island,  and  attached  to  the  1  1  6th  En- 
gineers, 4 1  st  Division.  During  the  latter  part 
of  November,  1917,  he  sailed  with  his  Com- 
pany for  France  and  was  transferred  to  Co. 
C,  First  Engineers. 

In  the  July,  1918,  issue  of  BUBBLES  we 
published  a  letter  from  Harold  to  his  mother, 
written  the  day  before  Mother's  Day  (May 
11th,  1918).  He  was  then  on  active  ser- 
vice with  the  A.  E.  F.  The  following  letter 
is  the  last  one  received  from  Harold,  ad- 
dressed to  his  mother.  He  was  right  at  the 
front  and  had  already  been  in  battle : 

"On  Duty  with  the  American  Troops. 
France,  Sept.   19,   1918. 
Dear  Mother: 

The  letters  and  papers  have  been  coming  in 
and  none  going  out  for  so  long  that  I  will  try 
and  struggle  through  some  kind  of  a  letter.  I 
just  received  a  bunch  of  papers,  "Life"  and 
"Judge,"  and  a  letter  dated  Aug.  14.  The  fel- 
lows are  all  sticking  around  to  get  a  look  at 
them,  it  looks  like  a  free  reading  room.  The 
"Bubbles"  you  sent  was  almost  as  good  as  a 
letter  from  home. 

Things  are  moving  pretty  fast  just  now.  It 
sure  takes  Uncle  Sam  to  show  these  guys  how  to 
scrap.    You've  got  to  hand  it  to  the  dough-boys, 
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they    sure    gave    old    Fritz    a    good    run    for    his 
money. 

We  are  having  quite  a  little  rain  now.  We  had 
a  regular  downpour  just  at  chow-time  yesterday. 
I  got  into  line  without  my  slicker  or  tin  hat, 
gee,  but  I  got  soaked.  These  tin  hats  make 
pretty  good  rain  hats,  but  we  never  wear  them 
unless  it  rains  like  the  dickens  or  shrapnel  or 
splinters  are  flying  around.  One  of  the  boys  had 
a  shrapnel  go  clear  through  his  and  it  never 
hurt  him,  it  made  a  hole  you  could  stick  a 
broom  handle  through. 

I  have  just  written  to  Hugh  White.  He  got 
tangled  up  with  a  G.  I.  can.  The  poor  kid  is 
sure  game ;  he  wrote  he  would  be  out  again 
pretty  soon.  I  was  with  him  when  it  happened 
and,  believe  me,  it  was  some  G.  I.  can.  It  was 
about  the  size  of  a  small  garbage  can  and  made 
a  hole  big  enough  to  put  a  house  in.  You  have 
to  duck  pretty  lively  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

We  built  an  artillery  bridge  over  a  river  where 
the  Boche  blew  out  the  steel  one.  We  had  to 
wade  in  the  water  till  we  got  the  old  scrap  out 
and  the  new  foundation  in,  then  the  trucks  with 
the  material  got  stuck  about  a  kilometer  from 
the  job,  so  we  had  to  rush  the  timbers  down  on 
our  shoulders.  I  wish  you  could  see  it,  it  is 
sure  a  peach.  We  worked  on  the  road  near 
there  the  next  day  and  saw  the  tanks  and  troops 
using  it,  so  I  guess  it  was  as  good  as  it  looked. 

You  wanted  to  know  about  the  Red  Cross,  so 
I  will  tell  you  all  I  know.  The  fellows  that  have 
been  to  the  hospital  say  they  treat  them  fine.  I 
have  been  in  several  of  their  canteens  and  they 
always  have  all  the  hot  chocolate,  or  sometimes 
lemonade,  you  can  drink  and  they  don't  hold 
you  up  for  it  either.  Take  it  all  around,  I  think 
the  Red  Cross  is  all  right. 

The  fellows  think  a  whole  lot  more  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  since  the  drive.  They  gave  away 
truck  load  after  truck  load  of  chocolate,  cookies, 
cigarettes,  chewings  and  all  such  stuff.  They 
went  up  to  the  front  line  giving  the  fellows 
smokings  and  helping  with  the  wounded  men.  I 
can  tell  you  it  changed  the  fellows'  ideas  a 
whole  lot. 

Well,  it  is  about  chow-time  and  I  will  have  to 
hurry.  We  have  been  living  pretty  high  lately, 
boiled  cabbage,  beets,  cucumbers  and  such  stuff. 
Old  Fritz  figured  to  have  a  lot  of  sauerkraut,  but 
we  will  make  use  of  it  instead.  I  tell  you  it  goes 
fine,  nice  young  cabbages  right  out  of  the  patch. 

Well,   good-bye  for   this   time. 

With  love,  HAROLD." 

The  officers  and  employees  of  the  East 
Bay  Water  Company  extend  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Davie  and  family  their  sympathy  in 
these,  their  sad  hours  of  bereavement. 


"ANSWERS" 

(To  Questionnaire.  March  issue  Bubbles,  1918) 

Landmarks  in  Oakland  in  Bygone  Years. 

(Continued  from  Vol.  II,  No.  2,  Page  18) 

Friend — Don't  you  remember — 

"Muller's  Garden"  was  an  early  well 
known  place  of  amusement,  on  the  west  side 
of  Broadway  between  Thirteenth  and  Four- 
teenth streets.  Here  I  remember  seeing  my 
first  performance  on  the  tight  rope  and  trapeze 
given  by  the  well  known  Siegrist  family. 
Friend,  Mr.  Henry  Reier,  can  enlighten  us 
further. 

The  Trestle  was  on  line  of  Seventh  street 
local  train,  at  about  Chestnut  street.  In 
former  days  there  was  a  large  swamp  in  this 
locality.  Friend,  Mr.  Sam  Bones,  Conduc- 
tor, can  tell  you. 

The  flour  mill  stood  on  the  east  side  of 
Broadway,  between  Thirteenth  and  Four- 
teenth streets,  and  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  prominent  morning  Democratic  news- 
paper was  The  Morning  Times,  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  Broadway  and  Ninth  street, 
managed  by  Friend,  Mr.  John  P.  Irish. 

The  baseball  grounds  were  on  the  south 
side  of  Twenty-fourth  street  and  east  of  Val- 
dez  street.  At  that  time,  quite  close  to  the 
edge  of  Lake  Merritt.  There  must  be  a  lot 
of  FANS  who  can  recall  it. 

"Blaize's  Garden"  was  on  the  south  side 
of  Twelfth  street  at  about  where  Fallon 
street  is  now  located. 

The  first  county  building  was  erected  in 
East  Oakland  after  removal  of  County  Seat 
from  San  Leandro,  and  can  still  be  seen  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  East  Fourteenth  and 
Twentieth  avenue.  Friend,  Henry  C.  Dex- 
ter, should  remember. 

"Phil  Strauther"  was  a  well  known  colored 
hack  and  carriage  solicitor,  in  employ  of  a 
prominent  livery  firm,  and  travelled  on  Seventh 
street  local  before  free  riding  was  abolished. 

I  hope  the  foregoing  reminiscenses  will  help 
to  recall  to  some  Friend  the  Landmarks  that 
have  disappeared  and  to  remind  him  of  the 
pleasurable  bygone  years. 

What  will  be  a  Landmark  fifty  years  hence 
— Who  knows? 

Emm  See  Bee. 
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OUR  EMERGENCY  WORK 

(Continued  from  page  7) 

ing  of  about  15,000  feet  of  2  inch,  4  inch, 
6  inch  and  8  inch  pipe.  A  temporary 
installation  of  three  compressors  was  necessi- 
tated by  the  Government  command- 
eering a  single  unit  ordered  from 
the  East.  The  taking  of  this  com- 
pressor just  at  the  time  we  expected 
its  delivery  upset  our  plans  greatly, 
and  created  untold  trouble  for  all. 
An  extra  booster  was  installed,  to  relieve  the 
permanent  pumps  and  care  for  breakdowns. 
Three  deep  well  pumps  were  installed  with 
the  necessary  electrical  equipment.  The  large 
compressor  was  finally  replaced  and  delivered 
and  installed.  The  installation  of  this  one 
unit  would  ordinarily  have  required  from  eight 
to  ten  weeks'  work  by  a  competent  crew,  but 
under  force  draft  was  placed  in  half  that 
time. 

The  water  supply  was  increased  about 
one  and  a  half  M.  G.  D.  by  the 
changes  made  here.  At  San  Lean- 
dro  Lake  two  pumping  units  were 
installed.  These  had  a  total  capacity  of  eight 
million  gallons  daily.  These  were  placed  at 
the  water  surface  and  arranged  so  they  could 
be  lowered  as  the  water  level  dropped.  The 
pumps  discharged  through  2  1  2-inch  lines  into 
the  filter  basin.  As  the  water  level  was 
lowered,  a  new  outlet  tower  was  constructed. 
This  was  made  in  five-foot  sections,  so  that  it 
may  be  readily  removed  when  desired.  A 
third  pumping  unit  was  installed  in  order  that 
the  waste  water  from  the  filter  could  be  re- 
used. 

This  Company  had  contracted  for  three 
million  gallons  daily  from  the  Alameda  Sugar 
Company,  but  after  the  necessary  pipe  lines, 
some  6,000  feet  of  1  6-inch  pipe,  had  been 
laid  and  the  booster  units  had  been  procured 
ready  for  installation,  the  project  had  to  be 
abandoned  due  to  threatened  injunction.  This 
was  planned  as  the  first  development,  and 
would  have  materially  relieved  the  situation. 
Our  inability  to  use  this  supply  was  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  the  order  to  restrict  irriga- 
tion. The  water  here  was  ready  for  delivery 
and  little  work  and  time  were  required  to 
place  it  in  the  system.  It  was  the  intention 
of  the  management  to  use  this  only  during  the 
early  part  of  the  season,  long  enough  to  allow 
us  to  get  other  supplies  developed. 


To  care  for  the  additional  water  developed 
it  was  necessary  to  install  a  booster  plant  at 
East  Fourteenth  and  the  San  Leandro  bridge. 
Here  were  placed  four  centrifugal  pumps 
direct  connected  to  motors.  The  capacity  of 
each  is  four  million  gallons  daily.  Our 
greatest  trouble  at  this  plant  was  due  to  the 
necessity  of  making  all  connections  at  night. 
The  main  line  could  not  be  shut  down  during 
the  day,  as  the  regular  demand  was  greater 
than  our  reserve,  carried  in  the  distribution 
reservoirs,  would  care  for. 

The  main  line  from  Alvarado  was  broken 
twice  at  critical  times  by  mistakes  of  the  in- 
experienced operators.  This  caused  us  a 
great  deal  of  extra  work  and  much  distress 
to  the  general  public.  Patience  and  constant 
care  was  used  in  getting  the  new  plants  operat- 
ing, but  with  all  many  minor  troubles  de- 
veloped. When  one  realizes  that  even  a 
few  hours'  shut-down  at  any  plant  was  im- 
mediately felt  by  our  consumers,  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  even  minor  troubles  grew  into 
serious  ones. 

Through  all  the  trials  of  the  last  year,  the 
one  redeeming  feature  was  the  kind  and 
thoughtful  consideration  of  the  public.  The 
people  seemed  to  understand  the  serious  char- 
acter of  the  situation  and  troubled  us  as  little 
as  possible. 

From  the  management  of  the  Company  we 
received  every  possible  encouragement  and 
consideration,  and  every  man  who  was  fort- 
unate enough  to  have  charge  of  any  portion 
of  the  work  appreciated  the  opportunity  to 
show  his  worth  and  the  privilege  of  assist- 
ing our  Chief  through  the  battle. 


THE  KNITTER'S  ROSARY 

The  hours  I  spent  in  sweater  art 
Are  as  a  string  of  pearls;  I  sigh 

To  count  them  over  every  one  apart, 
My  rows  awry — my  rows  awry ! 

Each  hour  I  purl,  each  purl  take  care 
To  drop  no  stitch  lest  I  be  stung; 

I  count,  yea  count  unto  the  end, 
And  there  a  sleeve  is  hung. 

O,  memories  that  bless  and  burn 
Of  raveling  out  at  bitter  loss. 

I  drop  a  purl,  yet  strive  at  least  to  learn 
To  knit  across,  sweet  art,  to  knit  across. 
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"BUBBLES" 
FROM    OUR   CORRESPONDENTS 

OAKLAND,  BERKELEY,  ALAMEDA,  RICHMOND 


J.    P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

General  Offices.  — Fred  J.  Klaus, 
Assistant  Engineer,  spent  a  delightful 
two-weeks'  vacation  motoring  through 
the  Southern  part  of  the  state.  The  trip  to  the 
South  was  made  down  the  Coast  Highway, 
which  is  a  scenic  route.  Coming  home  the 
Valley  Route  was  se- 
lected. The  pull  over 
the  Techachapi  moun- 
tains requires  skill  and 
judgment  in  negotiat- 
ing the  curves  with  the 
machine  on  the  detours, 
so  says  Fred. 

Paul  Daniels,  Sani- 
tary Engineer  and  Su- 
perintendent of  the 
Country  Division,  has 
established  quite  a  rep- 
utation as  an  automo- 
bile expert.  If  you  are 
in  doubt  as  to  what  to  do  with  your  machine, 
leave  it  to  Paul.     He  will  put  you  right. 

Captain  Harry  Reinhardt,  Engineer  Corps, 
and  formerly  Assistant  Engineer  with  this 
Company,  is  now  located  at  Camp  Kearney, 
California.  When  Harry  entered  the  mili- 
tary service,  he  was  assigned  to  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. From  Ft.  Leavenworth  he  moved  to 
Camp  Humphries,  Virginia.  He  informs  the 
boys  that  remaining  in  the  States  has  been 
rather  wearing  on  his  patience,  but  a  good 
soldier  obeys  orders  and  must  be  content 
with  his  lot.  The  Captain  hopes  to  be  able 
to  be  assigned  to  duty  in  Russia  where  he 
can  take  an  active  part  in  the  rebuilding  of 
the  Trans-Siberian  Railway. 

Lieut.  Kenneth  Volk,  Co.  C,  218th  En- 
gineers, is  now  located  at  Camp  Travers, 
Texas.  His  division  carries  the  nick-name  of 
"Cactus  Division."  A  letter  recently  received 
from  Kenneth  by  Fred  Klaus,  referred  to  a 
new  baby  boy  at  the  Volk  home  in  Los  An- 
geles. Kenneth  made  a  flying  trip  to  Los 
Angeles    to    greet    the    new    arrival.      Lieut. 


Volk  was  formerly  connected  with  this  Com- 
pany as  Assistant  Engineer. 

B.  Andreani,  U.  S.  Navy,  formerly  with 
this  Company  in  the  General  Office,  is  so- 
journing in  New  York  City.  Bennie  says  the 
war  is  over,  and  he  is  restless.  Does  not  care 
to  be  floating  around  on  the  briny  deep  do- 
ing nothing.  Bennie  distinguished  himself 
during  the  period  of  hostilities,  and  his  letters 
contained  reference  to  interesting  experiences. 

Our  popular  Cashier,  Fred  Till,  had  quite 
a  tussle  with  what  was  supposed  to  be  the 
"flu."  Whatever  the  trouble  was,  Fred  says 
it  got  well  into  his  system,  and  made  it  diffi- 
cult to  regain  his  normal  strength. 

Chief  Accountaint,  F.  M.  Smith,  is  extreme- 
ly busy  these  days  preparing  annual  state- 
ments and  other  data  for  numerous  reports. 
Coupled  with  this  he  has  been  before  the  Rail- 
road Commission  on  special  matters  pertain- 
ing  to   accounting. 

Miss  Helen  D.  Whallon  recently  joined 
our  force  in  the  stenographic  division.  We 
regret  to  report  that  she  will  sever  her  con- 
nection with  this  Company  on  January  1  st  and 
journey  to  Los  Angeles  where  she  will  be 
associated  with  a  capitalist  as  private  secre- 
tary. Miss  Whallon  is  an  expert  in  her  pro- 
fession and  has  had  much  experience  in  secre- 
tarial work. 

Oakland  Business  Office. — Mr. 
Hanson  has  returned  to  duty  after  spending 
several  days  at  home  nursing  the  "flu."  Tom 
had  a  grand  time  with  his  pet  hobby  old  Mr. 
"Stom-ic-Ake"  and  the  "Flueies,"  but  at  that 
we  are  all  glad  to  have  him  around. 

"Ernie"  Moore,  one  of  our  old  time  asso- 
ciates, dropped  in  on  us  the  other  day.  He 
was  formerly  Manager  of  the  Berkeley  Di- 
vision and  resigned  on  account  of  poor  health. 
He  spent  a  few  months  in  the  mountains  and 
after  getting  back  all  his  "jazz,"  took  a  posi- 
tion with  the  Spreckels  Sugar  Company  at 
Manteca.  We  understand  he  has  worked 
himself  into   a   good  position  and   is  one  of 
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their  valued  employees.     We  wish  him  much 
success  in  his  new  work. 

Talking  of  old  times,  we  are  glad  to  report 
that  we  hear  occasionally  from  our  old  friend 
Bill  Gimmell.  Bill  is  comfortably  located 
in  Los  Angeles  and  from  last  reports  was  do- 
ing well.  He  is  connected  with  the  Jersey 
Farm  Dairy  Co.,  and  has  charge  of  their  busi- 
ness. We  hope  Bill  never  drinks  enough 
milk  to  make  him  forget  the  bunch,  and  any 
time  he  drops  around  we  will  treat  him  to  a 
big  Corona.  Call  and  see  us  if  you  are  up 
this  way,  Bill,  we  have  lots  to  tell  you. 

There  is  much 
excitement  among 
the  "girls"  in  the 
office  since  the  war 
has  ended.  Most 
of  them  have  some 
one  most  dear  to 
them  in  the  service 
and  we  think  the 
anticipation  of  a 
reunion  soon,  is 
the  cause  of  the 
bright  smiles  and 
relieved  expres- 
sions. We  join  in 
wishing  them  good 
luck  and  hope  that 
theirs  will  be  a 
Happy  New 
Year. 

Johnny  Larson  recently  wrote  to  us  from 
the  training  school  in  Texas,  and  says  that  he 
is  anxious  to  get  back  to  God's  Country. 
John  has  become  quite  proficient  in  radio  work 
and  from  the  tone  of  his  letter  we  believe 
he  will  follow  it  as  a  profession  when  he  gets 
back  to  civilian  life.  We  know  he  will  make 
good,  as  he  is  very  thorough  and  painstaking 
in  all  he  undertakes. 

We  had  a  great  deal  of  sickness  during  the 
"flu"  epidemic,  but  now  that  it  is  on  the  wane 
we  are  getting  into  pretty  good  shape  again. 
We  hope  there  will  not  be  a  return  of  the 
disease,  as  it  surely  throws  a  great  burden  on 
some  of  the  healthy  ones. 

"Drink"  says  he  is  not  very  fond  of  Christ- 
mas time  as  the  "Egg  Nog"  comes  too 
rapidly,  but  he  thinks  there  will  be  less  liabil- 
ity this  year  on  account  of  the  high  price  of 
milk. 


Mrs.  Bryant  has  taken  the  place,  on  the 
unpaid  files,  left  vacant  by  the  resignation  of 
Miss  Jones.  Mrs.  Bryant  is  a  quiet,  patient, 
conscientious  worker  and  a  credit  to  our 
force. 

"Don't  you  Remember"  Blote  is  going  to 
the  party,  if  the  Mrs.  will  let  him  out.  Here's 
hoping,  because  we  all  enjoy  Martin's  com- 
pany and  good  humor. 

The  writer  has  a  good  friend  in  Thaddeus 
Robinson  Joy.  Joy  doesn't  smoke,  and  nearly 
all  the  cigars  collected  in  his  daily  rounds 
are  contributed  to  "yours  truly."  Some  are 
good  ones  and  some  are — well,  what's  the  use 
kicking,  we  are  satisfied. 

Frank  Cressey  is  still  the  watch  dog  of  the 
East  Oakland  District.  Frank  knows  the 
location  of  all  meters  out  there  and  it  is  noth- 
ing for  him  and  his  "Henry"  to  jump  fences 
and  cross  fields.  By  his  work  you  shall 
judge  him.      Look  him  up. 

There  has  been  quite  a  bit  of  mystery  as 
to  what  causes  the  "blush"  upon  Miss  Spar- 
row's face  after  returning  from  lunch.  We 
know  that  she  does  not  partake  of  anything 
with  a  "kick"  in  it,  so  presume  it's  a  "he." 
Are  we  right? 

The  war  is  over  and  peace  is  here.  Then, 
let  us  be  thankful  this  Christmas,  more  so 
than  we  ever  have  been.  Let  the  birth  of 
Him  Who  preached  the  doctrine  of  "Peace 
on  earth,  good  will  toward  men"  be  celebrated 
with  that  solemnity  befitting  the  occasion. 
Let  us  make  resolutions  to  do  the  best  that 
is  in  us  both  in  our  work  and  in  our  dealings 
with  the  world.  Let  us  not  forget  our  home 
ties  and  when  we  think  back  to  the  holidays 
of  the  past,  remember  her  who  above  all  suf- 
fered and  retrenched  so  that  our  vision  of 
Santa  Claus  and  his  legends  would  not  be 
destroyed.  If  she  is  here,  a  kiss  or  a  smile 
will  do,  if  she  is  gone,  a  prayer  or  a  flower 
won't  go  amiss.  May  this  Christmas  bring 
unrestricted  joy  and  happiness  to  the  perpet- 
uators  of  mankind — Our  Mothers. 

They  say  that  Bush  has  gone  and  "done 
it."  He  quietly  slipped  off  and  had  the  knot 
tied  and  now  although  he  seems  brighter,  yet 
he  is  more  subdued. 

Miss  McGrath  told  us  she  received  a  letter 
from  her  brother,  Tom,  who  is  "Over  There." 
She  was  in  hopes  he  would  be  home  for 
Christmas,  but  last  reports  indicate  that  it  will 
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be  some  little  time  before  they  meet.  It  sure- 
ly will  be  a  happy  day  when  he  gets  here, 
and,  believe  me,  we  wish  we  were  he. 

Miss  Lawrence  has  been  transferred  from 
the  Billing  to  the  Collection  Department,  and 
Miss  Edwards  has  taken  the  place  left  vacant. 

Miss  Leeming  is  surely  proving  her  worth. 
She  is  a  very  quiet,  diligent  worker  and  does 
her  work  so  smoothly  that  you  hardly  know 
she  is  about. 

The  Extension  Department  is  doing  good 
work.  This  we  believe  is  due  to  it  being  kept 
in  balance  by  Miss  "Scales,"  who  says  it  is 
easier  to  figure  the  "Costa"  water  when  there 
is  harmony. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  December,  the 
Company  will  hold  its  annual  dinner  party. 
We  believe  Miss  Farrell  will  be  asked  to 
sing.  Let  us  hope  so.  Miss  Cooper  says 
that  if  Ethel  will  perform,  she  will  accompany 
her  on  the  Victrola. 

Jack  Reilly  has  a  new  watch  charm.  He 
showed  it  to  Abe  the  other  night,  who  says 
it  is  worth  a  million.  What  do  the  rest  of 
the  fellows  think? 

Andy  Gifford  has  been  troubled  with  the 
"pip"  quite  frequently  lately.  Upon  investi- 
gation, we  find  that  he  and  his  wife  resorted 
to  boarding  to  cut  down  the  high  cost  of  living. 
Andy  says  it's  all  right  and  that  the  food  is 
filling,  but  Thank  God,  Mother  still  knows 
how  to  cook  and  lives  near.  Our  last  reports 
are  that  he  has  secured  an  apartment,  which 
he  will  occupy  about  the  first  of  the  year. 
Andy  then  expects  to  live  again,  as  we  under- 
stand Mrs.  Gifford  is  also  some  "Chef." 

Tevis  Craft,  who  is  handling  the  Off  and 
On  Department,  with  the  assistance  of  Miss 
Fisher,  says  that  war  might  be  what  Sherman 
said  it  was,  but  he  didn't  blame  Larson  for 
enlisting  because  it  couldn't  be  worse  than  the 
stuff  he  gets  once  in  a  while. 

Mrs.  Homer,  our  exchange  operator,  seems 
happier  than  ever  these  days.  We  believe  it 
is  because  she  anticipates  an  early  home  com- 
ing of  her  son  and  she  is  anxiously  waiting 
to  hear  his  wonderful  tales  of  adventure  on 
foreign  soil.  Mrs.  Homer  is  one  of  our 
most  valuable  employees  and  handles  her  posi- 
tion in  a  very  business  like  way  and  it  is  due 
to  her  diligence  that  the  multitude  of  tele- 
phone calls  are  handled  so  expeditiously. 

Miss  Holtkamp  was  quite  sick  with  the 
"'flu."     She  returned  to  her  work  apparently 


well,  but  suffered  a  relapse  and  was  again 
confined  to  her  home  for  several  days.  Dur- 
ing her  absence,  we  called  upon  Mrs.  Gib- 
son for  help.  She  very  graciously  answered 
our  S.  O.  S.  and  allowed  us  the  assistance 
of  Miss  Matthews.  We  hope  the  "flu"  has 
flew  and  that  our  stenographer  won't  have  the 
third  dose,  as  we  miss  her  when  she's  absent. 
Miss  Whittier  has  very  nicely  taken  up  the 
work  of  her  department  and  is  an  able  assist- 
ant to  Mr.  Carash.  Max  was  called  upon  to 
do  the  household  duties  while  his  wife  was 
suffering  from  a  severe  attack  of  the  prevail- 
ing pestilence,  and  Miss  Whittier  very  ably 
kept  his  work  in  order  while  he  was  absent. 
Max  says  he  learned  to  be  quite  a  pot 
washer,  not  from  choice,  but  on  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  help. 

We  hear  occasionally  from  our  old  pard, 
"Vince"  Durfee.  He  went  into  the  ship- 
building game  and  we  hear  that  he  has  made 
good.  "Durf"  was  always  a  good  old  scout, 
and  we  hated  to  see  him  go,  but  Uncle  Sam 
called  and  he  responded  to  the  best  of  his 
ability. 

Miss  St.  Pierre  has  gained  considerable 
weight  in  the  last  few  months  and  some  of 
the  skinny  ones  asked  for  the  prescription. 
Miss  St.  Pierre  says  stop  worrying,  smile  and 
eat  often,  and  you  can't  help  but  gain  flesh. 
We  agree  with  her  and  admire  her  happy 
disposition. 

When  Miss  Higgins  passes  "Goat  Island" 

She  heaves  a  longing,  wistful  sigh. 

We  wonder  the  reason  and  why, 

Is  it  the  blue  on  the  island  or  in  the  sky? 

Miss  Cardova  is  back  with  us  after  a 
long  siege  of  sickness.  We  are  glad  to  note 
she  is  much  improved,  and  hope  that  she 
will  not  have  a  recurrence  of  her  troubles. 

Corporation  Yard. — Due  to  the  rush- 
ed construction  work  last  Summer,  the  vaca- 
tion season  of  the  Yard  Force  was  deferred. 
At  present  the  season  is  at  its  height,  and 
several  of  the  Foremen  have  enjoyed  a  peace- 
ful week  of  rest  from  their  daily  duties. 

"Bill"  Johnson,  one  of  the  old  favorites 
of  the  construction  crew,  made  Santa  Barbara 
his  rendezvous  for  a  week  inspecting  his  six 
thousand  acre  ranch.  Rumors  say,  "Bill 
contemplates  entering  the  business  of  hog 
raising.      The  rumor  is  not  confirmed,   how- 
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ever,  and  our  hopes  are  high  to  have  "Smil- 
ing Bill"  with  us  for  awhile  longer. 

Paul  Paulson,  construction  Foreman  of 
the  Piedmont  Division,  is  soon  to  retire,  we 
are  told.  Paul  has  been  spending  his  vacation 
looking  over  his  gold  mine  in  Alvarado 
County,  and  reports  say  a  rich  deposit  of  the 
glittering  ore  has  been  discovered.  May  the 
proverb,  "All  that  glitters  is  not  gold"  fail 
to  apply  in  this  case,  Paul. 

Patrick  Shally,  the  "Big  Irish"  Foreman, 
spent  his  vacation  at  home  with  the  "flu." 
We  cannot  say  that  he  enjoyed  his  vacation 
and  week  of  rest,  or  restlessness,  we  might 
say.  Pat  came  through  the  attack  victorious 
and  hopes  to  have  a  pleasant  vacation  next 
year. 

Tom  Griffin  is  another  Foreman  who  faced 
an  attack  of  the  "flu"  during  his  week  off. 
Tom's  strength  proved  an  able  ally  and  the 
"flu's"  attack  was  repulsed.  Tom  is  again 
happily  pursuing  his  routine  of  work. 

BUBBLES  joins  with  the  many  friends  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Griffin  in  expressing  heart- 
felt sympathy  during  their  late  bereavement 
when  their  daughter,  Miss  Ann  Griffin,  was 
claimed  by  death  during  the  recent  epidemic. 

Patrick  Joseph  Horan,  of  Horan  Bros., 
construction  crew  Foremen,  is  one  other  who 
was  at  home  during  his  vacation.  Pat  spent 
most  of  his  time  getting  acquainted  with  his 
six-month-old  baby  girl.  Pat  says,  if  he  had 
a  week  longer  she  would  have  been  calling 
him  "Papa." 

If  it  weren't  for  appearance  of  J.  Town- 
send,  Alameda  Division  Foreman  in  his  "Glad 
Rags,"  one  would  never  suspect  he  was  on  a 
vacation.  During  his  sojourn,  he  spent  most 
of  his  time  between  the  Alameda  Office  and 
the  Corporation  Yard.  At  that  "Jack"  man- 
aged to  go  to  the  "Movies"  once  or  twice  a 
day. 

The  construction  gang  under  Superintend- 
ent Farrell  repaired  a  bad  break  recently  in 
record  time.  The  feed  line  from  Summit 
Reservoir  to  City  of  Berkeley  blew  out  at  four 
o'clock  one  morning.  By  eight  o'clock  the 
pipe  was  repaired  and  again  in  service.  In 
a  short  four  hours  a  gang  was  mustered,  the 
line  shut  down,  an  excavation  made,  the  break 
repaired,  the  water  turned  on  and  the  ditch 
backfilled.     We  say  "Some  Record." 


"Berkeley  Dick"  Holroyd  is  today  $1  0.00 
poorer  than  he  was  a  few  weeks  ago.  He 
is  also,  at  this  date  busily  trying  to  invent  a 
"flu"  mask  which  will  permit  a  person  to 
expectorate  through  while  wearing  it,  and  at 
the  same  time  be  within  the  law.  What 
progress  Dick  has  made  toward  its  perfection 
we  cannot  say.  However  the  reason  for  his 
sudden  aspirations  to  be  classed  as  an  Edison, 
Morse  or  a  Glenn  Curtiss  is  as  follows :  While 
the  "flu"  epidemic  was  at  its  height  in  Ber- 
keley and  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  com- 
pelled the  wearing  of  masks,  Holroyd  and 
his  helper  was  caught,  minus  the  specified 
mask,  by  an  officer  and  immediately  placed 
under  arrest. 


2.  T^ 


At  the  station  Dick  told  the  Desk  Sergeant 
it  was  impossible  to  work  in  the  ditch  and 
spit  on  his  hands  with  a  mask  on.  It  cost 
just  "Ten  Dollars"  for  Dick  and  helper  to 
get  their  freedom.  In  court  the  following 
morning  all  pleading  with  the  Judge  was  in 
vain.  The  fine  was  five  dollars,  each,  with 
no  receipt.  Thereafter,  Dick  wore  his  mask, 
and  in  his  brain  a  scheme  developed  to  invent 
a  mask  to  meet  all  his  requirements.  Happy 
was  he,  we  are  told,  when  the  "flu"  mask 
ordinance  was  repealed,  but  lo,  an  inven- 
tion of  perhaps  of  world-wide  renown  was 
lost  forever. 

Our  sincere  sympathy  is  extended  to  C. 
Boltre  and  family  in  the  recent  loss  of  a  de- 
voted mother  and  beloved  wife. 

The  installation  of  a  1  2-inch  main  extend- 
ing six  miles  from  Robert's  Landing  to  East 
Fourteenth  Street  has  been  completed  by  Supt. 
Farrell  and  construction  crew.  The  new  line 
will  greatly  increase  the  supply  of  water  for 
the  entire  system. 

Jim  Nelson,  meter  shop  Foreman,  says, 
"To  transport  heavy  meters  up  and  down 
stairs   requires   an   elevator."      After  visiting 


15 


December,    1918 


BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


a  large  department  store  recently,  Jim  made 
several  trips  up  and  down  the  elevator  and 
incidentally  noticed  the  fair  operator.  Since 
that  day  Jim's  request  for  an  elevator  has 
been  very  often.  "How  romantic,  to  meter 
(meet  her)  on  the  elevator." 

Mrs.  Mildred  Clark,  of  our  Yard  Office 
force  was  confined  to  her  home  a  few  weeks 
ago  with  an  attack  of  the  "flu."  Mildred, 
if  we  are  permitted  to  become  personal,  re- 
turned just  in  time  to  wade  in  and  land  a 
helpful  hand  in  preparing  preliminaries  to  the 
inventory  work. 

"Doc"  Bill  Sampson  was  sporting  a  very 
fragrant  cigar  as  Tony  Lima  passed  the  gar- 
age the  other  day.  "I  bet  Mr.  Thatcher  has 
been  here,"  chirped  Tony.  "How's  that?" 
flared  "Doc."  "Don't  cha  think  I  kin  buy 
cigars  too?"  "No,  not  that  brand,"  answer- 
ed Tony. 

Jersey  cows,  or  any  kind  of  a  cow  in  fact, 
should  have  tail  lamps,  is  the  belief  of  John 
Honigsman,  the  master  truck  driver  of  the 
yard  force.  John,  while  driving  out  East 
1 4th  street  one  evening  after  dusk,  ran  into 
a  cow  and  its  owner.  Neither  the  cow  nor 
her  owner  received  fatal  injuries,  so  John 
is  happy.  "I  couldn't  see  them,  the  cow  had 
no  tail  light,  and  I  hit  them  before  I  could 
stop,"  is  the  way  John  explains.  Late  ad- 
vices say  John  will  endeavor  to  have  the 
Legislature  amend  the  present  automobile 
laws  to  include  and  require  all  cows  to  have 
tail  lamps  when  in  transit  on  the  highways. 

An  epidemic  of  the  "sneezes"  and  "sniffles" 
invaded  the  yard  lately,  and  claimed  among 
its  victims  the  following:  Supt.  L.  L.  Far- 
rell,  Asst.  Supt.  J.  S.  Stevens,  Mrs.  M. 
Clark,  Miss  M.  Williams,  "Tony"  Lima, 
Foreman  Ed.  McKinney,  Foreman  Jim  Nel- 
son, Foreman  Bell  of  the  Machine  Shop  and 
others.  All  appealed  to  "Doc"  Sampson 
for  treatment.  "Doc"  however,  says  he  un- 
derstands the  anatomy  of  a  "Henry"  but 
when  it  comes  to  "humans"  it  is  out  of  his 
profession.  He  recommends  "Old  Crow" 
or  some  similar  remedy,  however. 

The  following  is  a  letter  received  by  Fore- 
man T.  Griffin  from  his  son  Tom  Griffin  with 
the  A.  E.  F.,  in  France,  written  just  before 
going  "Over  the  Top"  in  the  doughboys 
last  big  drive,  which  finished  "Fritz."      Be- 


fore entering  the  army,  young  Griffin  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  at  the  yard. 

October  30,  1918. 
Dear  Par- 
Glad  to  know  you  are  well  and  still  peg- 
ging away  with  the  boys  at  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company.  I  wish  you  would  give  my 
kind  regards  to  Steve,  Farrell  and  the  boys 
there.  Tell  them  to  send  me  a  copy  of 
BUBBLES  every  month.  The  July  BUBBLES 
was  sure  great. 

Tomorrow  night  I'm  going  over  the  top. 
Our  gun  positions  are  all  fixed.  We  experi- 
enced a  little  trouble  with  a  sniper  upon  the 
line  the  other  night  when  we  were  getting 
ready  our  position.  We  were  only  400  yards 
away  from  old  Fritz.  When  we  get  our  high 
explosives  and  gas,  he'll  never  live  to  tell 
the  tale.  We  are  anxiously  awaiting  our  zero 
hour  to  shoot  off.  This  will  be  the  biggest 
drive  in  history.  We  are  massing  our  best 
divisions  to  meet  old  "Fritz."  We  expect 
a  72  hour  barrage  from  our  side  when  we 
go  over  the  top. 

I'll  say  good  bye  Pa,  with  hopes  of  hearing 
from  you  soon. 

Your  Son, 

ToMMIE. 

P.  S. — While  I'm  writing  this  letter  the 
cooties  in  this  dugout  are  keeping  me  busy 
scratching. 

San  Pablo  Project. — Messrs.  Hazen, 
Hawley  and  Albert  visited  Big  Meadows  and 
other  hydraulic  fill  dams  for  educational  pur- 
poses, "Whose"? 

Ed  Taylor  is  now  installing  the  valves  in 
the  Outlet  Tunnel  tower,  having  completed 
the  concrete  work  the  first  of  December. 

The  progress  of  the  Outlet  Tunnel  bore  is 
good,  considering  the  disadvantages  under 
which  the  contractor  has  to  work,  and  at  the 
present  rate  of  driving  the  bore  will  be  com- 
pleted in  the  early  spring. 

The  early  completion  of  the  San  Pablo 
Road  from  the  Outlet  Tunnel  to  the  Wildcat 
Road  is  anticipated  with  the  weather  condi- 
tions as  they  are  at  the  present. 

Sluicing  operations  are  at  a  standstill  at 
the  San  Pablo  Dam  and  all  energies  are  be- 
ing devoted  to  the  preliminary  work  necessary 
to  next  year's  sluicing. 
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"BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


Business  Office,  Berkeley,  California. 

Left   to  right:      C.   M.  Worman,  Manager;     Misses    Ethel    Gillen,    Ethel 
Hooper,  Cecil  Smith,  Alice  Ziegler,  Edna  Higgins  and  Mrs.  N.  E.  Robbins 


BERKELEY  DIVISION 

MISS  ETHEL  GILLEN  has  returned 
to  duty  after  an  absence  of  a  few 
days  due  to  illness  in  the  family. 

John  Frick  is  confined  to  his  home  with  an 
attack  of  the  grippe  and  a  severe  cold.  His 
little  son,  John,  Jr.,  has  also  been  quite  ill 
and  we  hope  for  an 
early  recovery. 

Fred  Brownell, 
Oakland  service  de- 
partment, is  looking 
after  the  service  work 
in  our  division  during 
the  illness  of  John 
Frick. 

L.  L.  (Lou)  Far- 
rell,  Superintendent  of 
City  Divisions,  favored 
us  with  a  visit  recently, 
while  on  the  annual 
inspection  trip  looking 
over  plant  equipment. 

Miss  Cecil  Smith  and  Miss  Ethel  Gillen 
spent  Thanksgiving  with  Miss  Alice  Ziegler 


M.  Worman 

Correspondent 


at  her  home  in  Gait,  where  a  good  time  was 
enjoyed  by  all.  A  real  feed  was  had  and 
the  girls  are  talking  of  it  yet.  Quite  a  few 
pictures  were  taken  and  according  to  recent 
reports  from  Gait,  the  boys  in  that  vicinity 
are  anxiously  awaiting  a  return  visit. 

Was  it  a  dream,  or  was  some  one  act- 
ually speaking  of  a  dance  to  be  given  by 
the  Water  Company  employees?  Let's  start 
something  and  get  together.  Everyone  in 
favor,  say  Aye — Ayes  win  with  not  a  dis- 
senting vote.  Mr.  Thatcher  is  elected  chair- 
man of  arrangements  and  now  let's  all  get 
busy  and  assist  him  and  start  the  New  Year 
right. 

The  annual  inventory  was  taken  last  Sun- 
day by  Messrs.  Westover  and  Wyman  of 
the  Engineering  Department,  and  little  time 
was  taken  up  by  these  systematic  young  men. 
In  about  an  hour  the  entire  office  contents 
were  jotted  down  and  recorded  for  the  an- 
nual report. 

Chris  Jensen  of  the  Corporation  Yard  was 
kept  busy  in  this  locality  for  a  week  recently 
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putting   on   new   dials   and   repairing   broken 
meter  glasses. 

"Berkeley  Dick"  Holroyd  has  been  kept 
busy  the  past  month  with  minor  repairs,  and 
the  changing  of  meters,  due  to  improvements. 

We  have  passed  through  a  sort  of  renovat- 
ing period  lately.  A  number  of  pieces  of 
old  furniture  have  been  made  better  than  new, 
and  some  new  furniture  added  to  our  office 
equipment.  The  stenographer  performs  her 
duties  at  a  more  comfortable  desk,  and  we 
sit  with  a  greater  degree  of  ease  on  a  number 
of  remade  chair  cushions. 

The  military  atmosphere  which  has  been 
so  evident  in  this  community  for  the  past  year 
is  on  the  wane.  The  boys  in  khaki  are  dis- 
appearing, and  the  activities  on  the  University 
of  California  grounds  have  ceased.  Often 
times  one  could  imagine  that  we  were  not 
many  miles  back  of  the  "Western  Front.'' 
Berkeleyans  have  made  many  friends  among 
those  who  came  from  far  and  near  to  enter 
the  military  school  and  camp.  It  will  be  in- 
teresting to  watch  the  results  from  acquaint- 
ances made  among  the  fair  sex.  We  predict 
that  many  of  the  boys  have  laid  well  the 
snare,  and  announcements  of  the  final  capture 
will  occur  frequently. 

We  think  the  last  issue  of  BUBBLES  was 
very  artistic,  besides  being  quite  an  interesting 
and  newsy  publication.  Each  issue  is  looked 
forward  to  with  added  interest  and  may  the 
good  work  go  on. 

The  wedding  bells  rang  out  merrily  on 
Wednesday,  December  1  1  th,  when  Miss 
Lucille  Parr,  a  popular  young  Berkeley  girl, 
was  united  in  matrimony  to  Mr.  Paul  De 
Fremery  of  this  city,  at  St,  Mark's  Episcopal 
Church.  Several  of  the  girls  from  this  office 
attended  and  witnessed  a  beautiful  ceremony. 
Miss  Parr  was  formerly  employed  in  the  Ber- 
keley office.  Much  happiness  and  the  best 
of  luck  is  the  wish  of  yours  truly. 

Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Curtin  of  the  Oak- 
land Division  paid  us  a  visit  during  the  past 
month. 

The  Berkeley  office  wishes  for  all  readers 
of  BUBBLES  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  pros- 
perous and  happy  New  Year.  May  your 
blessings  for  the  coming  year  be  ten-fold. 


Charlotte  M. 
Tueck 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND  DIVISION 

MANAGER  CLARK  has  been  step- 
ping 'round  a  little  stiff  the  past  few 
days,  due  to  strenuous  hiking  while 
at   the    Feather    River,    where   he    spent   the 
week-end  looking  after  some  mining  interests. 
Elmer  Wilson,  "turn-on  and  off"  man  is 
again  with  us  after  be- 
ing at  Alvarado  for  the 
past  five  months.    We 
are '  all    glad    to    have 
him  back  again. 

A  few  days  ago 
Mr.  Wilson  had  a  very 
narrow  escape  from 
possible  serious  injury, 
when  he  collided  with 
a  speedy  driver. 
"Lizzy"  was  badly 
damaged  and  Mr. 
Wilson  escaped  un- 
hurt, receiving  only  a 
slight  shake-up. 

We  are  glad  to  report  the  rapid  recovery 
of  Mrs.  C.  E.  Clark,  wife  of  our  genial 
Manager.  Mrs.  Clark  recently  underwent 
an  operation. 

On  Friday,  the  1 3th,  one  of  our  large 
laundries  burned  down.  It  was  one  of  the 
largest  fires  Richmond  has  had  for  some 
time.  As  the  building  happened  to  be  owned 
by  Mr.  Farnocchia,  father  of  Miss  Far- 
nocchia,  clerk  of  this  office,  we  all  extend  our 
sympathy  in  their  great  loss. 

Our  "Daddy"  Pierce  is  still  confined  to 
his  home  and  we  are  all  waiting  patiently 
for  his  return. 

Superintendent  Farrell  is  a  frequent  visitor 
to  this  office  and  we  are  always  glad  to  greet 
"Lou,"  with  his  pleasing  smile. 

The  service  department,  headed  by  Fore- 
man Geo.  Pleich,  has  fully  recovered  from 
the  "flu"  and  everyone  is  able  to  resume  his 
duty. 

George  Santich,  formerly  of  the  service 
department,  has  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Western  Pipe  and  Steel  Company  of  this 
city. 

We  are  specializing  this  month  on  collec- 
tions. A  number  of  extra  men  are  gathering 
in  the  "mazuma"  and  we  hope  to  have  a 
clear  slate  by  the  end  of  the  month. 
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Business  Office,  Alameda,  California. 


MISS  MERLE  FIEDLER,  Assistant 

ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

OUR  MAIN  across  the  estuary  received 
a  thorough  test  when  the  good  ship 
Susanna  came  to  grief  in  the  mud  and 
rested  her  huge  hull  directly  over  the  pipe. 
It  looked  for  a  time  as  though  the  main  could 
not  withstand  the  heavy  load,  but  the  engineer- 
ing department  had 
figured  on  just  such  an 
emergency  with  the  re- 
sult that  no  damage  to 
the  main  was  done. 
However,  it  was  re- 
ported several  times 
that  the  pipe  was 
broken  as  there  appear- 
ed to  be  a  geyser  spout- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of 
our  line,  which  upon 
investigation  proved  to 
be  the  gas  main  which 
parallels  our  pipe. 

The  annual  taking 
of  stock  is  now  in  progress  under  the  direction 
of  Messrs.  Westover  and  Wyman.  They 
made  us   a  visit  last  week   and   covered   the 


Geo.  A.  McKean 

Correspondent 


GEO.  A.  McKEAN,  Manager 

ground  in  record  breaking  time.  I'll  say  their 
team  work  is  good. 

Mr.  Finch,  our  special  messenger  to  Oak- 
land, was  held  up  last  week.  That  is,  not  a 
regular  hold-up  but  just  temporarily  delayed 
while  in  transit  to  the  main  office.  Cause  of 
Jim's  delay  was  the  same  old  ship  Susanna 
which  was  embedded  in  the  mud  directly  in 
the  middle  of  the  drawbridge.  Traffic  was 
delayed  some  hours  until  a  favorable  tide 
floated  the  schooner  and  Alameda  once  more 
resumed  her  pleasant  connection  with  the 
shores  of  "My  City  Oakland." 

We  had  our  picture  taken  and  do  hope 
that  it  will  turn  out  nicely  and  does  not  have 
to  be  shot  over  again.  It  only  took  about  five 
minutes  to  clear  our  desks  and  put  everything 
out  of  sight,  but  to  find  things  after  the  smoke 
cleared  up,  well  that's  another  story. 

Frank  Pretti  is  lending  us  a  helping  hand 
this  month  with  our  collections.  Due  to  the 
unusual  number  of  holidays  last  month,  the 
collection  force  will  be  unable  to  cover  the 
Alameda  District  this  month  and  complete 
the  collection  work  in  the  entire  division  by 
the  31st. 
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THE  34  STARS  THAT  MAKE  UP  OUR  SERVICE  FLAG 

VICTORY  IS  OURS.   THE  EAST  BAY  WATER  COMPANY  BOYS  DID  THEIR 
SHARE  IN  BRINGING  THE  GREAT  WAR  TO  A  SPEEDY  TERMINATION 


• 


HAROLD    DAVIE 

Assistant  Caretaker  Central  Reservoir 
C.  COMPANY,  FIRST  ENGINEERS 
Killed  in  action,  Argonne  Forest 


HARRY  REINHARDT....Asst.  Eng,  Gen.  Office 

CAPTAIN  ENGINEERS. 

KENNETH  Q.  VOLK....Special  Agt,  Gen.  Office 

FIRST  LIEUTENANT,  ENGINEERS. 

C.  H.  WINES....Service  Dept.  Oak.  Bus.  Office 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

E.  BROWNELL_...Pumper,  Rose  Street  Station 

AERO  SQUADRON. 

W.  DORRFEL....Eng.  24th  Ave.  Pumping  Sta. 

AERO  SQUADRON. 

NICHOLAS  PLEITCH -Foreman,  Richmond 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

WM.   SLINKER....Warehouse  Foreman,  Oakl. 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

LAWRENCE  C.  BLANCHARD. Tel.   Opr. 

AMBULANCE  CORPS,  SOMEWHERE  IN  FRANCE. 

W.  B.  BOGGS  .Material  Clerk,  San  Pablo  Dam 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

H.  FOX Yard  Foreman,  Oakland 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

L.  M.  WARD Clerk,  Berkeley  Office 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

P.  KATZ Hydrant  Inspector,  General  Office 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

C.  HEPLER..  .Fireman,  Fitchburg  Pump.  Sta. 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

M.  P.  DALEY Meter  Reader,  General 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

D.  H.  ELLIOTT. Manager,  Berkeley  Office 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

B.  ANDREANI Chauffeur,  General  Office 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

ROBERT  CAVANAUGH Meter  Reader 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 


THOS.   GRIFFIN Clerk,   Storekeeper 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

FLORENCE  McCARTHY.Service  Department 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

D.  HILL Garage,  Yards 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

L.  E.  HUME ...Clerk,  Oakland 

UNITED  STATES  ARMY. 

P.  LUPARIA Pipefitter 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

VICTOR  J.  RAZZANO .....Pumper 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

E.  LUCHESI General  Utility  Man 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

W.  W.  GILLIN Blow-off  Man 

U.  S.  TRANSPORT  SERVICE. 

ELMER  A.  SHONANDER Meter  Reader 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

R.  H.  O'CONNER Pumper 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

JOHN   LARSEN Clerk 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 

A.   R.   JONES.. Pumper 

ASST.   ENGINEER  U.   S.  MARINES 

ROBT.  G.  ADAMS.Cost  Ac't,  San  Pablo  Proj. 

UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 

F.  H.  DORSAZ...  Eng.  Dept.,  San  Pablo  Proj. 

SERG.    U.    S.    ENGINEER    CORPS. 

RAY  GOODWIN....Eng.  Dept.  San  Pablo  Proj. 
CORP.    U.    S.    ENGINEER    CORPS. 

J.  W.  BARKLAY....Stream  Gauger  S.  P.  Proj. 

NATIONAL  ARMY. 
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THE  DOOR  IS  WIDE  OPEN 


A  SUGGESTION  comes  to  this  Com- 
pany through  Collier's,  a  weekly  pub- 
lication. A  page  entitled  "The  Voice 
of  Business"  is  devoted  in  each  issue  of 
Collier's  to  the  exploiting  of  ideas  and  sug- 
gestions originating  in  their  business  depart- 
ment. The  author,  or  authors,  feel  that 
business  has  grown  so  by  leaps  and  bounds 
that  it  has  resulted  in  carrying  the  employer 
farther  away  from  the  employee  than  form- 
erly. In  other  words,  the  man-to-man  con- 
tact between  the  two  parties  has  ceased.  It 
is  predicted  that  business  concerns  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  fast  and  there  must  be  some 


new  way  in  which  the  employer  and  the 
employee  (labor)  can  be  brought  close  to- 
gether. The  printed  word  through  the  house 
organ  medium  is  presented  as  the  solution  of 
the  problem  of  "re-establishing  old  personal 
relations."  Collier's  business  department  sort 
of  dares  business  concerns  publishing  a  house 
organ,  to  allow  the  employees  to  tell  the 
employer  what  the  employees  want  to  tell  him. 
There  appears  in  Collier's  January  1 8, 
1919,  issue,  Article  No.  27,  "Good  Will 
and  Labor."  The  following  is  an  excerpt 
from  said  article: 


"Now  it  seems  that  there  may  be  one  way  in  which  the  old  personal  relations  may  be 
re-established  between  employers  and  employees  no  matter  how  far  separated  they  are  one 
from  the  other.  And  that  is  through  the  power  of  the  printed  word.  What  we  are  think- 
ing of  is  some  new  type  of  house  organ — a  glorified  type  of  house  organ.  A  house  organ 
of  course,  is  no  new  thing,  but  nearly  all  of  them  are  edited  from  the  top  down.  By  that 
we  mean  they  tell  the  employee  what  the  employer  wants  him  to  be  told.  We  don't  know 
of  any  house  organ  which  tells  the  employer  what  the  employees  want  to  tell  him.  Why 
couldn't  some  house  organ  be  established  in  a  business,  which  would  be  edited  both  from 
the  top  down  and  the  bottom  up?  Why  couldn't  such  a  house  organ  be  established,  which 
would  give  the  employee  a  voice,  absolutely  uncensored,  frank,  and  print  contributions  that 
were  unpleasant  as  well  as  pleasant?  We  know  the  sad  stuff  that  usually  goes  into  a  house 
organ — the  so-called  inspirational  stuff  which  behind  its  glowing  words  reveals  its  true  self  as 
propaganda. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  no  house  organ  of  this  nature  would  be  successful  in  itself. 
Its  success  would  depend  upon  fair  play  and  just  wages  in  the  business.  It  would  help  to 
consolidate    that    fair   play    and    give    it    expression. 


We  are  in  accord  with  the  suggestion.  In 
other  words  we  accept  the  so-called  "dare." 
Our  employer  and  his  subordinate  officers  say, 
"go  to  it,  the  suggestion  is  a  good  one."  They 
feel  that  there  should  not  be  any  breach 
between  them  and  the  employees  of  the  com- 
pany. The  organization  should  be  one  big 
family  all  pulling  together,  striving  to  help 
each  other  and  above  all  never  forgetting  that 
we  are  servants  of  the  public. 

Collier's  "Business  Department"  has,  we 
feel,  struck  the  right  chord  in  featuring  the 
power  of  the  printed  word.  We  are  moving 
fast  now  days  and  the  many  changes  in  busi- 
ness operation  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years  has  resulted  in  upsetting  the  old  customs 
which  were  in  vogue  so  long,  and  it  is  true 
that  in  our  own  institution  employer  and 
errployee  have,  due  to  new  conditions,  sort  of 


drifted  apart.  However,  an  opinion  prevails 
that  the  real  reasons  for  such  are  understood 
by  all. 

The  power  of  the  printed  word  when 
properly  directed  can  be  made  most  effective, 
but  when  misdirected  or  turned  loose  at  ran- 
dom not  only  falls  short  of  the  mark  but 
spreads  among  those  expecting  results,  a  feel- 
ing that  their  efforts  are  not  appreciated.  So 
let  us  be  careful  and  weigh  carefully  our 
words  and  measure  well  their  true  meaning. 

The  columns  of  BUBBLES,  our  house  or- 
gan, are  at  the  disposal  of  every  employee  of 
the  East  Bay  Water  Company  to  convey  to 
your  employer  through  the  printed  word  just 
what  you  wish  to  tell  him.  Contributions  are 
solicited.  Write  just  as  you  would  talk — 
criticise,  make  suggestions  and  state  your 
grievances.      The  bars  are  down. 
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Sergeant  Phil  C.  Katz 

AGAIN,  one  of  our  warriors,  Phil 
Katz,  has  distinguished  himself.  Re- 
cently we  chronicled  the  exciting  and 
thrilling  experiences  of  Phil  Katz  after  go- 
ing over  the  top  and  through  the  Argonne 
woods;  clearing  out  the  enemy's  machine-gun 
nests  and  fighting  through  a  hail  of  shrapnel, 
machine-gun  bullets,  aeroplane  bombs  and 
smothering  gas.  Reference  was  also  made 
to  the  words  of  praise  from  Lieut.  Cobb,  re- 
garding Phil's  conduct  while  under  fire.  And 
now  comes  the  news  of  the  award  of  the 
Medal  of  Honor  to  Phil  by  General  Pershing 
for  gallantry  in  action  and  exceptionally 
meritorious  service.  The  award  of  the  Medal 
of  Honor  is  confined  to  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  American  Army  whose  action  com- 
plies with  the  following  tests: 

"(a)  Who  have  performed  in  action  deeds 
of  most  distinguished  personal  bravery  and  self- 
sacrifice. 

(b)  Above  and  beyond  all  call  of  duty. 

(c)  So    conspicuous    as    clearly    to    distinguish 


them    for    gallantry    and    intrepidity    above    their 
comrades. 

(d)  Which  involve  risk  of  life  or  the  per- 
formance of  more  than  ordinary  hazardous 
service. 

(e)  The  omission  of  which  would  not  justly 
subject  the  person  to  censure  as  for  shortcoming 
or  failure  in  the  performance  of  his  duty." 

Phil,  at  the  risk  of  his  own  life,  went  to 
the  rescue  of  his  comrade,  Phil  Page,  who 
had  been  wounded  and  had  fallen  in  No 
Man's  Land  200  yards  away  from  the  front 
line  trench.  Sergeant  Katz  drew  himself 
over  the  rampart  of  the  trench  and,  clad  in 
his  "slicker,"  crawled  over  the  ground  little 
by  little  under  a  shower  of  bullets  and  shrap- 
nel. Upon  reaching  his  wounded  comrade 
he  placed  him  on  the  "slicker,"  dragged  him 
back  to  the  trench,  crawling  only  a  few  yards 
at  a  time.  Phil  did  not  even  wear  a  gas 
mask,  and  when  by  the  side  of  Page  was 
pleaded  with,  by  the  wounded  comrade,  to 
return  and  save  himself. 


Medal  of  Honor 

The  medal  is  gold — a  five-pointed  star, 
with  laurel-wreath  and  oak  leaves  enameled 
green,  suspended  from  a  blue  silk  ribbon 
spangled  with  thirteen  silver  stars. 
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A  BATTERY  OF  FORMS  FILLED  WITH  CONCRETE  MIXTURE.    THE  FORMS  REMAIN  IN  THIS 
STATE  FOR  TWENTY-EIGHT  DAYS  TO  PERMIT  THE  CONCRETE  TO  PROPERLY  SET. 


CHIEF  CARPENTER  HUNTERS  CREW  FILLING  FORMS.      LEFT  TO  RIGHT:      PETE    GROTH, 
BEN  CARROLL,  JIM  FLEMING  AND  MIKE  SMITH. 
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MARTIN  C.  BLOTE 

(Emm  See  Bee) 

With  large  institutions  like  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company  will  be  found,  among  the 
personnel,  those  who  have  served  long  and 
faithfully.  It  is  indeed  interesting  to  the 
"new-comers"  to  listen  to  the  "old-timers" 
relate  their  experiences  and  refer  to  the  hap- 
penings which  occurred  during  the  pioneer 
days.  Then  again  those  who  have  served 
with  an  institution  from  its  infancy  become  a 
sort  of  fixture  and  from  long  experience, 
possess  a  knowledge  of  details  difficult  to 
measure  in  value. 

Martin  C.  Blote,  of  the  Oakland  business 
office,  is  the  oldest  employee,  in  length  of 
service,  in  the  commercial  department  of  the 
East  Bay  Water  Company.  The  past  service 
of  an  employee  cannot  be  changed  or  affected 
through  reorganization  by  simply  changing 
a  corporation  name.  Mr.  Blote  has  been  in 
the  water  business  for  the  past  thirty-eight 
years.  He  entered  the  service  of  the  Contra 
Costa  Water  Company  in   1 880.     Anthony 


Chabot  was  president  of  the  company.  At 
that  time  the  company  was  serving  forty-five 
hundred  consumers.  Mr.  Blote  prepared  all 
of  the  bills  and  acted  as  collector.  At  the 
close  of  the  day  he  would  post  the  collections 
in  the  consumers'  ledger.  There  were  but 
few  employees  in  those  days  and  all  had  to 
do  a  little  of  everything.  Every  two  weeks 
Mr.  Blote  had  to  wash  the  windows  and  on 
Saturdays  he  would  drive  to  San  Leandro 
to  pay  the  week's  wages  to  those  who  were 
employed  at  Lake  Chabot. 

The  Water  Company's  office  in  the  early 
days  was  located  at  the  southwest  corner 
of  Ninth  and  Broadway,  upstairs.  There 
was  considerable  rivalry  between  the  Oakland 
Water  Company  and  the  Contra  Costa 
Water  Company.  Mr.  Blote  often  refers  to 
many  amusing  experiences  due  to  complaints 
from  consumers  in  getting  the  two  companies 
mixed. 

Mr.  Blote's  knowledge  of  the  East  Bay 
community,  by  keeping  in  touch  with  the 
development  and  growth,  has  resulted  in 
assigning  him,  prior  to  the  time  public  utilities 
were  placed  under  control  of  the  Railroad 
Commission,  to  rate  work.  The  old  city 
ordinances  provided  for  various  classes  of 
rates  based  on  measurement  of  premises,  etc., 
and  in  this  particular  line  of  work  Mr.  Blote 
was  an  expert. 

Through  the  columns  of  BUBBLES,  Mr. 
Blote  has  recently  told  us,  in  a  very  interesting 
way,  much  of  the  "Landmarks  in  Oakland  in 
Bygone  Years."  So  here  we  disclose  the 
name  of  the  author,  "Emm  See  Bee." 

"Martin,"  as  he  is  commonly  called,  is 
loved  by  all  his  associates  and  held  in  high 
esteem  by  the  officers  of  the  company.  The 
Oakland  business  office  force  would  not  be 
complete  without  him. 


REHABILITATING  AND 

RENOVATING  RESERVOIRS 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

when  placed  in  the  forms,  with  number  nine 
wire  and  spaced  from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches 
apart.  The  mixture  of  concrete  (which  runs 
twenty-three  shovels  of  rock,  thirteen  shovels 
of  sand  to  one  sack  of  cement),  remains  in 
the  form  for  twenty-eight  days.  The  type  of 
rock  used  is  one  inch  blue  trap. 

Over  four  hundred  posts  of  various  lengths, 
all  8x8,  are  to  be  cast  for  supports  to  the 
Berryman  reservoir  cover. 
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YOUR  DUTY 

ARE  you  keeping  in  close  touch  with 
the  daily  happenings?  Do  you  read 
the  newspapers  and  the  weekly  and 
monthly  periodicals?  If  you  are  not  read- 
ing a  lot  or  learning  through  others  what  is 
going  on  you  are  shirking  a  duty  you  owe  to 
society.  No  matter  whether  you  are  the 
office  boy  or  President  of  a  company;  a  file 
girl  or  chief  stenographer,  or  what  some 
might  term,  "living  a  life  of  ease  and  com- 
fort," you  should  acquaint  yourself  with  the 
meaning  of  proposed  legislation,  both  State 
and  National,  and  keep  in  close  touch  with 
the  world  problems  that  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  representatives  of  big  and  little  na- 
tions to  be  solved.  The  whole  world  is 
undergoing  a  complete  change.  You  must 
keep  well  informed,  and  above  all  do  not 
jump  at  conclusions. 

Do    not    "zone"    yourself.       By    that    is 


meant  to  not  narrow  down  to  self  content- 
ment and  sink  into  a  state  of  indifference. 
Have  a  worldly  interest  and  live  and  be 
active  with  those  who  are  doing  things. 

Before  you  decide  on  the  attitude  you  will 
assume  toward  the  important  problems  now 
confronting  us  to  be  dealt  with,  or  before  you 
express  your  view  and  opinion  on  such,  devote 
some  time  in  a  careful  study  of  the  "other 
fellow's"  side.  Do  your  duty  by  keeping 
well  posted  by  reading. 


THE  HOME-COMING 

Many  of  the  boys  who  went  "over  there" 
are  on  their  way  home,  and  for  a  long  time 
large  numbers  will  be  coming  back  and  scatter 
among  us.  Thousands  upon  thousands  saw 
real  service  and  endured  hardships  which  put 
them  to  a  severe  test.  Others  were  held  in 
reserve,  or  were  on  their  way  to  the  front, 
just  itching  every  minute  to  get  into  the  fray. 
Had  the  war  continued  it  would  have  been 
only  a  matter  of  a  short  time  until  they,  too, 
would  have  been  at  the  front  holding  the 
line.  All  started  for  "over  there"  to  do  their 
duty,  and  were  ready  for  the  call  to  move 
forward. 

If  we  who  remained  home  were  worth 
fighting  for,  it  is  our  duty  to  give  them  a 
welcome  upon  their  arrival  that  will  establish 
in  their  minds,  without  any  doubt,  the  fact 
that  we  do  appreciate  the  sacrifice  they  made. 

Give  to  all  returning  the  glad  hand  and  if 
they  are  in  need  of  help,  let  us  do  our  bit  in 
assisting  them  to  again  get  a  foothold  in  some 
profitable  avenue  in  civil  life.  Many  will  be 
handicapped  on  account  of  being  maimed, 
and  unable  to  perform  duty  where  physical 
strength  is  required.  Positions  can  be  found 
where  the  work  is  light  for  this  class  of  ex- 
soldier,  and  they  must  be  given  preference  in 
fillmg  vacancies. 

Do  not  forget  these  boys.  We  owe  to  them 
a  debt  of  gratitude  which  cannot  be  measured 
in  value. 


IS  IT  NOT! 

It's  easy  to  say  what  another  should  do 

In  the  struggle  for  glory  or  pelf ; 
But  when  the  same  problems  are  put  up  to 


you 


Ain't  it  hard  to  decide  for  yourself? 

■ — -Washington  Star. 
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Thos.  R.  Griffin 

Another  Gold  Star  appears  in  our  service 
flag.  Tommie  Griffin,  one  of  our  brave  boys, 
has  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond.  We  were 
looking  forward  with  much  interest  and 
pleasure  to  Tommie's  return  to  our  midst. 
But  such  is  not  to  be. 

From  information  received  through  two  or 
three  channels,  it  is  learned  that  Tommie  was 
a  private  in  Co.  D,  1  st  Gas  Regiment, 
A.  E.  F.,  France.  He  went  over  the  top  a 
number  of  times;  was  gassed  twice  and 
wounded  once,  severe  enough  each  time  to 
cause  him  to  be  assigned  to  the  hospital.  He 
participated  in  the  last  great  drive  and  the 
following  letter  to  his  mother,  written  on 
November  19,  1918,  describes  somewhat  his 
experiences : 

France,  November  19,   1918. 
My  dear  Mother. 

It  is  now  a  month  since  I  have  written  you 
and  since  then  I  have  seen  plenty  of  fighting  and 
hardships  and  let  me  tell  you  it  was  the  hardest 
kind  of  fighting.  We  fought  clean  up  to  the 
minute  the  last  gun  was  fired  and  then  the  armis- 


tice was  signed.  In  the  last  drive  during  the 
night  while  our  boys  in  the  artillery  put  over 
a  barrage  for  us  to  go  over  the  top,  in  the 
morning,  I  laid  in  my  hole  in  the  ground  and  I 
thought  every  minute  I  would  never  see  daylight 
again.  You  can't  imagine  how  a  fellow  feels 
awaiting  a  shell  to  make  a  direct  hit  on  him  in 
the  hole  where  he  is  lying  in  the  ground.  Just 
at  daybreak  that  morning,  when  the  Marines  and 
the  doughboys  in  the  first  wave  were  going  over 
the  top,  I  never  felt  so  happy  in  all  my  life  for 
I  knew  then  I  had  a  chance  for  my  life  when  I 
had  my  bayonet  fixed  on  my  gun  to  meet  the 
Boche.  This  barrage  we  put  over,  along  with 
the  German,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember was  the  biggest  in  history.  I  bled  pretty 
freely  from  the  nose  and  mouth  from  the  con- 
cussion of  the  shells  that  lighted  around  me. 
That  night  before  going  "over  the  top"  I  was 
only  200  yards  out  in  No  Man's  Land  and  you 
can  imagine  my  feelings.  You  have  no  idea  at 
home  what  we  had  to  go  through  on  the  battle- 
field but  just  the  same  we  feel  as  happy  as  those 
boys  in  Pans  or  anywhere  behind  the  line  for 
we  have  something  to  be  proud  of.  I  was  sure 
busy  ducking  shells  and  machine  gun  bullets.  I 
got  some  gas  that  morning  but  not  enough  to 
hurt  me.  The  fellow  next  to  me  died  of  gas 
right  on  the  field.  The  fellow  I  used  to  sleep 
with  was  killed  by  a  machine  gun  bullet.  He 
was  sure  a  fine  fellow.  How  I  came  out  of 
this  drive  not  injured  I  cannot  explain  to  you, 
for  it  was  God  that  was  with  me  and  your 
prayers.  We  sure  captured  and  knocked  the  hell 
plumb  out  of  the  damnable  Germans  that  day. 

When  you  write  me  let  me  know  if  you  re- 
ceived this  letter  numbered  10.  Enclosed  I  am 
sending  you  some  pictures  of  German  prisoners 
we  have   taken. 


Your    son, 


TOMMIE. 


Co.  D,    1st  Gas.  Regt., 
A.    E.    F.,    France." 

Subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  the  above 
letter,  other  letters  were  received  by  his 
parents  and  Tommie  gave  the  date  on  which 
he  expected  to  reach  the  United  States. 

About  two  weeks  ago  his  parents  received 
a  telegram  from  the  War  Department  stat- 
ing that  he  was  drowned  in  New  York  har- 
bor and  his  body  had  been  recovered  Janu- 
ary 1 4th.  Senator  Johnson  was  communi- 
cated with  and  the  Senator  wired  that 
Tommie  was  drowned  in  France  on  Decem- 
ber 1 9th.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  other 
advice  is  at  hand.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  are 
prostrated  and  the  lack  of  definite  informa- 
tion results  in  their  laboring  under  a  strain 
which  is  most  depressing. 

Thos.  R.  Griffin  was  27  years  of  age.  He 
was  born  and  reared  in  Oakland  and  gradu- 
ated   from    St.    Mary's    College.      He    was 
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OUR  NINETEEN-NINETEEN  CREATION 

The  Joyous  Rain  Dance. 

As  performed  by  General  Manager  G.  H.  Wilhelm  and  Assistant  to  the  General  Manager, 

Charles  E.  Thatcher. 

This    cartoon    is    featured    on    our    Chief   and    his    Assistant    by    the 
employees   and    permission    of    Business    Manager   John    R.    Hunter 
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" BUBBLES " 
FROM   OUR   CORRESPONDENTS 

OAKLAND,  BERKELEY,  ALAMEDA,  RICHMOND 


J.    P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

General  Offices.  —  Miss  Grace 
Blake  has  joined  the  force  in  the 
Stenographic  and  Files  Division. 

Capt.  Harry  Reinhardt,  Engineer  Corps 
of  the  Army  up  to  the  time  of  the  signing  of 
the  armistice,  and  who  was  prior  to  entering 
the  Military  Service  an 
assistant  in  our  Engi- 
neering Department,  is 
with  us  again.  Captain 
(if  you  please)  was 
soaring  pretty  high  in 
Army  circles,  but  when 
Fritz  yelled  "enough," 
he  volplaned  to  earth 
and  was  among  the 
first  batch  of  officers  to 
be  mustered  out.  We 
are  glad  to  have  him 
with  us  "unct"  more. 

Purchasing  Agent 
"Jack"  Hunter  had 
quite  a  tussle  with  the  "Flu,"  but  is  again 
on  the  job  making  'em  shade  the  price  a 
little  and  taking  advantage  of  the  usual  dis- 
count. 

Miss  Mabel  Stuart,  our  "office  boy  and 
boss,"  has  resigned  from  the  service.  Mabel 
feels  that  she  should  follow  her  profession — 
teaching. 

S.  M.  Marks,  Secretary-Treasurer,  wrest- 
led with  the  "Flu"  for  about  ten  days.  No 
chances  were  "took"  in  getting  up  too  soon. 
The  genial  "S-T"  says  that  getting  back  to 
normal    strength   is   slow. 

Miss  Helen  P.  Armstrong,  formerly  with 
the  Denver  Union  Water  Company,  Denver, 
Colo.,  has  accepted  a  position  in  the  Steno- 
graphic and  Files  Division.  Miss  Armstrong 
is  a  stenographic  expert  and  has  had  much 
experience  in  newspaper  and  advertising 
work. 

The  Engineering  Department  force  su- 
pervised the  compilation  and  assembling  of 
the  data  for  the  General  Manager's  annual 
report    to     President    Creed.       Comparative 


statements  were  neatly  prepared,  together 
with  statistical  data  and  graphic  charts.  Much 
credit  is  due  the  Assistant  Engineers  and  the 
clerical  force  for  the  artistic  manner  in  which 
the  report  is  prepared. 

The  war  has  brought  about  many  changes. 
It  took  from  our  midst  Bennie  Andreani  who, 
for  a  time,  was  in  our  transportation  depart- 
ment. Bennie  joined  the  Navy  and  imme- 
diately voluntered  to  serve  on  a  mine- 
sweeper. He  and  his  crowd  were  dubbed 
"The  Suicide  Club."  His  period  of  service 
furnished  much  excitement.  He  dared  the 
subs  and  the  mines  they  laid.  Just  re- 
cently he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
with  hundreds  of  others,  due  to  the  great  re- 
duction in  the  Navy  force.  Then  Bennie 
met  his  Waterloo.  Cupid  came  prancing 
along  and  dropped  a  depth  bomb  of  love  on 
him  and  he  succumbed.  The  charming  girl 
is  now  Mrs.  Andreani.  All  this  happened 
in  "Li'1-ole-Noo-Yawk."  The  happy  couple 
are  now  sojourning  in  these  parts  and  in- 
cidentally enjoying  the  sights  and  their  honey- 
moon. All  extend  congratulations  to  Bennie 
and  Mrs.  Andreani,  the  president  and  general 
manager  of  his  future  home. 

Oakland  Business  Office. — -Miss 
McGrath  is  now  "Aunt  Helen. "Reason — A 
fine  new  member  of  the  family  at  her  sister's 
home  in  Berkeley. 

Johnny  Larson  is  again  with  us  after 
spending  a  year  in  the  service  of  Uncle  Sam. 
He  says  he  enjoyed  his  experience  but  there 
is  no  place  like  "Home,  Sweet  Home." 

Miss  Sparrow  went  to  see  the  "Country 
Cousin"  at  the  Columbia  the  other  evening. 
We  believe  she  went  with  somebody  else's 
Country  Cousin.     How  about  it,  girls? 

Mrs.  E.  Lucas,  one  of  our  war  brides,  and 
who  served  as  a  billing  clerk  in  the  extension 
department,  resigned  last  week.  Her  hus- 
band returned  from  France  and  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  on  account  of  the  great 
reduction  in  the  navy  forces.  Mrs.  Lucas 
made  many  friends  while  with  us.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lucas  will  locate  on  a  large  ranch  near 
Pierce,  Nebraska. 
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"Polly" — "Lucile" 

Good  natured  Polly, 

Always  so  jolly — 

As  a  worker  and  hiker,  she  excels — 

As  a  meeter  of  people, 

She  smiles  as  they  greet  her 

And  she  gets  what  she  wants,   so  they  tell. 

She  hurries  and  bustles, 

With  orders  she  tussles — 

Her  conditions  are  always  O.  K. 

With  Pretti  and  Larson, 

She  does  her  real  talking, 

Her  instructions  they  always  obey. 

Miss  Fisher  has  been  transferred  from 
the  turn-off  department  to  the  service  depart- 
ment. 

Miss  Murdock  has  been  assisting  Mr.  Mc- 
Kean  in  the  Alameda  Office  during  the  sick- 
ness of  Mr.  Finch.  Last  reports  are  that  Jim 
is  doing  nicely  and  Mrs.  Finch  thinks  he  will 
soon  be  able  to  go  to  work. 


The  extension  department  has  recently 
been  reorganized  and  the  sextette  is  now  com- 
posed of  the  following:  Nellie  Voigt,  Mae 
Lucas,  Eileen  Haagenson,  Edna  Hughes, 
Aletha  Williams  and  Kathryn  Gede. 

The  annual  dinner  has  "come  and  went," 
but  believe  us,  it  was  some  diversion.  Hereto- 
fore dignity  and  decorum  was  the  rule,  but 
this  time  gaiety  and  sociability  prevailed. 
Mr.  Thatcher  seemed  to  think  that  some- 
thing different  would  be  appropriate,  so  com- 
mandeered the  Honorable  Joseph  Knowland 
to  make  the  speech  of  the  evening.  We  be- 
lieve that  this  is  getting  in  President  Wilson's 
class,  as  precedent  was  here  broken,  and  a 
person  outside  of  our  constituted  institution 
was  permitted  to  invade  its  folds.  We  be- 
lieve the  innovation  was  a  good  one  and  in 
saying  this  we  do  not  cast  any  reflection  on 
our  official  family.  Last,  but  not  least,  I 
must  speak  of  the  dancing.  It  was  the  nectar 
of  the  affair.  Some  of  us  old  bucks  got  a 
chance  to  shake  our  bones  and  limber  up  a 
bit  and  we  took  advantage  of  the  privilege. 
To  sum  the  whole  matter  up,  I  can  do  no 
better  than  to  quote  from  our  illustrious  "T. 
R."  and  say  it  was  "Bully."     I  thank  you. 

Abe  Solomon  attended  a  little  separation 
party  the  other  night  and  was  nicked  for 
two  hundred  and  fifty  cents.  Abe  says 
"luck"  is  against  him  lately,  but  we  don't  be- 
lieve it.     A  man  can't  win  all  the  time. 

I  don't  know  whether  you  have  noticed  it 
or  not,  but  since  the  last  rain  storm  there  is  a 
different  aspect  around  the  office.  It  seems 
as  though  a  great  weight  has  been  lifted 
and  the  one  who  seems  to  be  the  happiest  is 
our  General  Manager,  Mr.  Wilhelm. 

Miss  St.  Pierre  of  the  addressograph  de- 
partment recently  lost  her  father.  We  wish 
to  assure  her  that  our  sympathies  are  with 
her  during  these,  her  sad  hours  of  bereave- 
ment. 

Louis  Burbank  and  Thaddeus  Robinson 
Joy  are  the  Damon  and  Pythias  of  the  col- 
lection department.  They  are  inseparable, 
but  they  hold  a  record  for  separating  others 
from  their  hard-earned  cash. 

Max  Carash  has  gathered  a  few  gray 
hairs  in  the  past  few  months.  The  meter 
books  ran  out  and  it  was  necessary  to  make 
new  sheets.  This  was  quite  a  task  and  Max 
is  glad  it  only  happens  once  in  two  years. 
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THE  OAKLAND  BUSINESS  OFFICE  BILLING  DEPARTMENT  FORCE.  FROM  LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 
MISSES  HAAGENSON,  WILLIAMS,  CEDE,  WHITTIER;  MAX  CARASH;  MISS  FISHER,  MRS. 
VOIGT,    MRS.    LUCAS,    MISS    HUGHES,    T.  M.  CRAFTS. 


Andy  Gifford  has  been  appointed  staff 
photographer  for  BUBBLES  and  this  issue 
probably  contains  several  specimens  of  his 
work. 

Miss  Cooper  recently  exhibited  a  picture 
she  had  taken  on  Santa  Cruz  beach.  Oh,  boy ! 
September  Morn  don't  have  a  look  in.  We 
will  endeavor  to  have  it  ready  for  the  next 
copy  of  Bubbles,  so  that  you  can  all  pass 
your  opinion. 

Frank  Pretti  had  a  few  of  us  out  to  his 
house  the  other  evening.  About  one  o'clock 
(not  a.  m. )  Mrs.  Pretti  served  raviolias,  hot 
rolls,  coffee,  et  cetera,  and  it  helped  soften 
the  reverses  some  of  us  received  earlier  in 
the  evening.  At  that,  we  have  made  Mrs. 
Pretti  an  honorary  member  of  the  "gang" 
and  hope  to  elect  her  president  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Corporation  Yard.  —  The  closing 
down  of  San  Pablo  Pumping  Plant  No.  2 
has  caused  the  transfer  of  the  following 
employees:  H.  Middleton,  transferred  to 
the  Oakland  Division  as  a  meter  repair  man; 
F.  J.  Bailey  to  the  24th  Avenue  Pumping 
Plant,  and  Forest  Carlisle  to  Rose  Street 
Pumping  Plant. 

Ray  O'Connor,  recently  released  from  the 
Navy  and  formerly  attached  to  the  Clare- 
mont  Pumping  Plant,  is  again  with  us  and 
has  been  assigned  to  the  San  Leandro  Booster 
Plant. 


Seems  as  though  a  wave  of  prosperity  has 
hit  the  Yard  force  recently.  Yard  Superin- 
tendent Stevens  has  threatened  to  cut  a  new 
gate  into  the  yard  for  the  benefit  of  the 
employees  who  come  to  work  driving  their 
own  machines.  In  fact,  machines  are  so 
thick  coming  in  every  morning  that  we  will 
soon  need  a  traffic  cop  to  direct  traffic  and 
avoid  accidents. 

We  have  been  thinking  seriously  of  asking 
the  Editor  of  BUBBLES  to  devote  a  page  to 
the  cares,  trials  and  tribulations  of  an  auto- 
mobile driver.  Sort  of  a  correspondence  school 
course  could  be  introduced  for  the  benefit  of 
amateur  mechanics,  who  come  to  the  yards 
Sunday  morning  dressed  in  overalls  and  who 
proceed  to  repair  and  polish  their  cars,  until 
they  (the  cars)  fairly  shine.  Practically  all 
of  the  departments  are  represented: 
Mr.  Andruss,  of  the  Land  Department;  Mr. 
Thatcher,  of  the  Sales  Department; 
Mr.  Klaus,  of  the  Engineering  Department; 
Mr.  Farrell,  of  the  Construction  Department, 
and  a  number  of  other  department  heads.  If 
the  General  Manager  should  make  a  Sunday 
morning  inspection  tour,  he  would  have  to  be 
introduced  to  his  department  heads.  He 
would  never  know  them  dressed  in  their 
overalls  and  their  faces  smeared  with  grease. 

Since  the  "Flu"  epidemic  has  ceased  we 
have  been  able  to  get  back  to  normal  work- 
ing   conditions.       It   would    be    a    whole    lot 
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NEW  DANDIE  CONCRETE  MIXER  RECENTLY  ADDED  TO  OUR  CONSTRUCTION  DEPART- 
MENT. THE  MACHINE  DOES  THE  WORK  OF  FOUR  MEN  AND  MIXES  THE  CONCRETE 
MORE  UNIFORMLY.  STANDING  AT  THE  RIGHT,  CHIEF  CARPENTER  HUNTER.  AT 
THE  LEFT,  ENGINEER  FRED  OMO. 


easier  to  tell  who  did  not  have  it,  rather  than 
to  refer  to  those  who  did.  Fortunately  most 
of  us  recovered,  but  to  the  families  of  those 
who  did  not,  we  extend  most  heartfelt  sympa- 
thies. 

Sam  Brant,  motorman  at  the  Bowman 
Pumping  Plant,  was  claimed  by  death  Janu- 
ary 8,  1919,  a  victim  of  the  influenza.  Sam 
was  well  liked  and  widely  known  among  the 
Yard  force. 

Louis  Murengo,  caulker  with  the  Yard 
force,  is  another  who  was  claimed  by  the 
grim  Reaper.  He  passed  away  after  a  short 
illness  on  January  25,   1919. 

Roy  Waterman,  construction  foreman,  is 
on  the  job  again  after  a  victorious  battle  with 
the  "Flu."  Roy  was  two  months  doing  the 
job,  but  feels  fine  since  he  gave  "Enza"  the 

K.  O. 

Vacation  season  is  closed  and  all  foremen 
have  in  some  way  or  other  enjoyed  a  week 
off  with  pay.  Dick  Holroyd  and  Jack 
Horan  were  the  last  to  take  a  sojourn.  It  is 
said  that  "Dick"  spent  most  of  his  time  mak- 


ing improvements  on  his  cozy  little  home  in 
the  College  City.  "Jack"  played  the  role  of 
nurse  during  his  week  off,  and  brought  back 
to  health  his  devoted  wife,  who  was  stricken 
with  the  "Flu."  Both  returned  to  work  feel- 
ing happy  that  they  had  accomplished  some- 
thing. 

A.  E.  Glazier,  outside  meter  repair  man, 
has  resigned  to  take  up  work  in  the  State  of 
Arizona.     May  good  luck  be  his. 

The  sudden  death  of  Yard  Foreman  Tony 
Lima  was  indeed  a  severe  shock  to  his  many 
friends.  In  his  passing  the  Company  loses 
the  services  of  a  faithful  employee.  His 
congenial  spirit  made  him  popular  and  gained 
for  him  numerous  friends.  Through  the  col- 
umns of  Bubbles  we  wish  to  convey  to  his 
family  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  all  of  his 
friends  and  associates. 

Harry  Fox,  Yard  Foreman  prior  to  his 
enlistment  in  Battery  E,  143rd  Field  Artil- 
lery, has  returned  from  France  and  is  again 
with  us.  During  the  lunch  hour  he  is  one 
of   the   main   attractions,    telling   many   yarns 
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of  the  Overseas  service.  Although  his  regi- 
ment failed  to  get  into  action,  much  to  their 
disappointment,  he  has  many  thrilling  ex- 
periences to  tell  and  has  promised  to  put  in 
writing  a  few  of  his  personal  episodes  for 
publication  in  the  next  issue  of  BUBBLES. 
We  are  glad  that  he  is  again  with  us  safe 
and  sound. 

Words  cannot  express  our  sympathies  for 
Night  Watchman  McCormack  and  his  family 
in  the  recent  loss  of  their  five-year-old  daugh- 
ter and  sister. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  January  22nd, 
Foreman  William  Johnson  was  first  employed 
by  this  Company.  "Bill"  recalls  his  first 
job,  which  was  the  installation  of  a  service 
into  the  old  City  Hall,  which  formerly  graced 
the  corner  of  Fourteenth  and  Washington 
Streets.  Joseph  Thompson  was  Superintend- 
ent at  that  time  and  started  "Bill"  on  his 
quarter  of  a  century  service  with  this  Com- 
pany. Incidentally,  January  22nd  of  this 
year  fell  on  pay  day  and  "Bill"  proved  him- 
self a  good  sport  when  he  successfully  manned 
the  lifeboat  with  a  goodly  crowd  therein. 

Purchasing  Agent  John  Hunter  motored 
to  the  Yard  on  Lincoln's  birthday  to  replen- 
ish his  supply  of  gasoline  in  his  Buick  Six. 
Somehow  or  other  water  was  substituted  for 
the  gasoline  and  it  remains  a  mystery  how 
it  happened — but  we  wonder  where  he  was 
the  night  before? 

Everyone  during  the  course  of  a  year  has 
a  birthday,  with  the  exception  of  those  who, 
unfortunately  or  fortunately,  made  their  ap- 
pearance into  this  world  on  the  29th  day  of 
February,  whenever  the  calendar  so  desig- 
nates. Assistant  Superintendent  J.  S.  Stev- 
ens, however,  was  one  who  has  a  birthday 
each  year,  and  on  the  23rd  of  January 
passed  his  thirty-ninth  anniversary.  May  he 
have  many  happy   returns  of  the   day. 

If  our  judgment  is  good,  Sanitary  Engi- 
neer P.  I.  Daniels  is  quite  an  expert  cabi- 
net maker.  During  his  spare  moments  he 
has  been  found  in  the  Carpenter  Shop  busy 
constructing  a  beautiful  mission  clock  case 
of  fumed  oak.  When  finished  it  will  be 
a  magnificent  piece  of  furniture,  we  say. 

Since  the  recent  storms  we  have  again 
become  acquainted  with  George  Hunter. 
When  it  rains  "Shorty's"  work  is  confined 
to  the  Carpenter  Shop,  which  brings  him  in 
close  contact  with  the  Yard  force. 


Chief  Mechanic  L.  J.  Traver  is  another 
who  has  of  late  been  more  frequently  at 
the  Yard  employed  with  the  problems  of 
the   Machine   Shop 

The  humorous  dialect  and  witty  epigrams 
of  "Comedy"  Jack  Townsend  are  gloom 
chasers  every  morning  during  the  issuing  of 
orders  at  the  Yard  office.  Some  system,  eh 
Jack? 

San  Pablo  Project. — Mother  Na- 
ture having  come  to  our  rescue  with  an 
abundant  spring  rain,  we  have  been  able  to 
store  water  up  to  the  235  level.  The  ca- 
pacity of  the  reservoir  at  this  elevation  is 
approximately  1,250,000,000  gallons,  and 
by  putting  this  supply  to  proper  use,  we  will 
be  able  to  sluice  continuously  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  and  still  have  water  to  spare. 
Sluicing  operations  are  now  being  carried  on, 
full  blast.  The  end  of  the  present  year 
should  see  the  dam  well  toward  completion. 

The  Outlet  Tunnel  is  now  92%  com- 
plete, and  we  expect  to  finish  driving  in  three 
months,  making  the  date  of  completion  some 
time  in  May.  The  progress  for  January  was 
400  feet,  and  when  we  consider  the  difficult 
natural  conditions  under  which  the  East  Wild 
Cat  Heading  is  being  driven,  we  feel  that 
much  credit  is  due  the  Contractors'  Superin- 
tendent, Mr.  J.  E.  O'Rourke,  for  his  inge- 
nuity and  executive  ability  in  keeping  up  an 
efficient  organization  in  the  face  of  numerous 
obstacles,  some  of  which  are  gas,  water,  long 
cable  haulage,  rigid  enforcement  of  the  State 
Mining  Rules,  and  landing  on  the  job,  as  he 
did,  at  a  time  when  conditions  were  un- 
settled, the  outlook  black,  and  opinion  skep- 
tical.    Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Ed  Taylor  is  building  a  barge  for  trans- 
porting equipment  on  the  reservoir,  and  we 
expect  to  be  on  hand  with  a  bottle  of  "Pluto 
Water"   at  the  launching. 

We  welcome  "Bob"  Adams  back  to  his 
old  position,  after  serving  with  Uncle  Sam ; 
and  "Bob"  says  he  is  glad  to  get  home  again, 
and  that's  putting  it  mild. 

The  scenic  highway  around  the  high  water 
line  is  well  toward  completion,  although  work 
is  temporarily  suspended  during  the  rainy 
months. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  Phil  John  has 
recovered  from  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever  and 
has  returned  to  his  duties  with  Bates  &  Bor- 
land. 
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BERKELEY  DIVISION 

MISS  ANN  NORLING  has  joined 
our  clerical  force.     Prior  to  coming 
to     Berkeley,     Miss     Norling     was 
employed  in  the  Oakland  business  office. 

Richard  (Berkeley  Dick)  Holroyd  is  with 
us  again  after  a  two  weeks'  vacation.  Dick 
spent  most  of  the  time 
on  his  ranch.  He  re- 
ports crops  to  be  in 
good  condition  and 
predicts  a  continuation 
of  the  favorable  weath- 
er which  will  put  crops 


C.   M.   WORMAN 
Correspondent 


well   along   for  proper 

A  /  ~       jfl*^  •  Superintendent  Far- 

■dttimm  *■'  Jmm  WF  ^  an<^  Assistant  En- 
^^BB  kmjjjl  SP^  gineer  Klaus  have  been 
^  rather  busy  in  our  di- 

vision    lately     looking 
after  construction  work 
and    the    rehabilitating 
of  one  or  two  units  of  the  plant. 

Manager  Clark  of  the  Richmond  Division 
dropped  in  on  us  the  other  day.  Been  sort 
of  using  our  office  as  a  relay  point  for  the 
quick  handling  of  important  papers  between 
Richmond  and  Oakland.  Our  middle  name 
is  "Service." 

Miss  Cecil  Smith  is  confined  to  her  home 
and  suffering  somewhat  from  a  sore  foot. 
The  seat  of  trouble  appears  to  be  in  the  heel 
and  it  is  feared  an  operation  will  be  neces- 
sary. We  hope  for  her  speedy  recovery 
and  an  early  return  to  our  office. 

We  have  our  eye  on  Miss 
Ethel  wears  a  perpetual  smile  and 
only  natural.  We  surmise,  though,  that 
"HE"  is  on  the  way  home  from  the  front. 
Let  us  hope  that  he  is  soon  with  you,  Ethel. 

Walter  Curtin  and  M.  J.  Williams  of  the 
Engineering  Department,  Oakland,  paid  us 
a  visit  last  week.  They  were  "checking  up" 
services  and  doing  some  inspection  work. 

Chief  Accountant  F.  M.  Smith  asked  for 
the  keys  to  the  cash  drawer  the  other  day 
and  made  an  audit  of  accounts  and  records. 
Quiet  prevailed  during  his  presence  and  we 
hope  every  penny  required  was  found.  The 
little  white  mosquito  he  is  driving  made  about 
as  much  noise  as  a  rock  crusher.  Come 
again,  Mr.  Auditor. 


Gillen. 
says  it's 


Our  outside  "force"  (Mr.  Stoddard)  is 
extremely  busy  this  month  with  delinquent 
bills,  etc.  Short  month,  too,  and  John  is 
humping. 

We  have  shifted  about  somewhat  the 
personnel  of  our  office.  Miss  Zeigler  has 
been  assigned  to  the  position  of  Cashier  and 
Miss  Gillen  is  now  in  charge  of  the  closing  bill 
files  and  the  checking  of  "On  and  Off" 
orders. 

Mrs.  Paul  DeFremery  (nee  Lucile  Parr) 
and  who  was  formerly  employed  in  our  of- 
fice, paid  us  a  visit  a  few  days  ago.  Barring 
the  trials  of  combatting  with  the  "Flu"  and 
the  care  and  responsibility  of  nursing  her 
husband,  Lucile  reports  that  she  is  as  happy 
as  one  can  be  in  her  new  home. 

We  are  experiencing  the  usual  rush  of 
"on"  orders  due  to  the  opening  of  the  Uni- 
versity. "Jawn"  Frick  and  his  faithful 
"Henry"   are  working  overtime   these   days. 

The  University  Campus  is  undergoing  a 
general  cleaning  up,  due  to  the  abandoning 
of  the  Military  Training  Schools.  Build- 
ings, which  were  of  temporary  construction, 
are  being  razed  to  the  ground  and  soon  the 
campus  will  be  restored  to  its  former  state. 

Speaking  of  myself.  Yes,  it  was  I  who 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  able  to  enjoy  a 
trip  to  the  great  San  Pablo  Project.  You 
know  the  way  the  crow  flies  it  is  but  a  short 
distance  "over  the  hills."  I  saw  much  and 
am  greatly  indebted  to  those  who  "shew" 
me  around.  Every  employee  of  this  Com- 
pany should  make  a  visit  to  the  dam.  It  is 
a  great  sight.  The  Assistant  Postmaster  of 
Berkeley,  Mr.  Alexander  R.  Larson,  accom- 
panied me  on  the  trip.  We  took  in  every- 
thing that  was  to  be  seen. 

Berkeleyans  are  becoming  much  interested 
in  the  San  Pablo  project.  The  activity  at  the 
west  portal  of  the  two  and  one-half  mile  tun- 
nel, now  being  drilled  through  the  Berkeley 
hills,  attracts  thousands  of  sight-seers.  Many 
inquiries  are  made  daily  regarding  the  project 
and  now  that  there  is  something  real  to  be 
seen,  an  atmosphere  of  satisfaction  regarding 
the  future  water  supply  prevails. 

We  are  all  on  duty  again  and  appear  to 
be  none  the  worse  from  the  wear  and  tear 
due  to  the  "Flu."  With  a  depleted  force  for 
quite  a  period  we  struggled  along  and  finally 
got  by. 
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ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

MR.  JAMES  FINCH    of  our  Turn- 
Off  Department  has  been  having  a 
very  trying  time  with  the  influenza. 
James    failed    to    reckon   with    his    host    and 
was  up  and  about  too  soon,  with  the  result 
that  he  had  a  setback  of  a  very  serious  na- 
ture.    However,  he  is 
now    slowly    regaining 
his    strength    and    will 
be  back   attending  his 
duties  in  the  course  of 
a  week  or  two. 

During    the     illness 

of    Mr.    Finch,    Jack 

jk         Townsend  is  attending 

IfcSgA    ^H^^  to     tne     outs^e    work 

<<£0j  jy|  y     while  the  inside  is  be- 

^K  KP'       ing    looked    after    by 

^-4EP^  Miss     Roberta    (Bob- 

Geo.  A.  McKean   ^e>   M,ur£ock.  of  the 

Correspondent  Oakland    Division. 

The  longest  way 
round  is  sometimes  the  shortest  way  home, 
so  ran  the  thoughts  of  Miss  Feidler  as  she 
was  being  piloted  across  No  Man's  land 
in  our  little  Henry  Ford,  Jack  Townsend 
at  the  wheel,  and  the  water  up  to  the  run- 
ning board.  This  all  happened  in  the  sub- 
urbs of  My  Citv  Oakland  during  the  heaviest 
downpour  of  the  season  when  Jack  essayed 
to  make  a  shortcut  and  took  a  road  which 
had  the  appearance  of  Lake  Chabot  after 
a  period  of  a  more  or  less  dry  spell.  Well, 
the  further  they  went  the  deeper  the  water, 
and  things  began  to  look  serious  when  little 
Henry  began  muttering  and  was  about  to 
play  them  a  dirty  trick,  but  by  a  prompt 
shifting  of  gears  and  a  little  more  gas  they 
reached  the  shore,  and  with  both  hands  in 
the   air  they  declare   "Never  again." 

Jack  Townsend  had  honors  thrust  upon 
him  in  being  delegated  to  blow  up  the 
main  across  the  estuary  at  High  Street, 
so  Jack  supplied  himself  with  sufficient  black 
powder  and  plenty  of  fuse  and  proceeded  to 
dynamite.  Jack  says  that  he  could  have 
gctten  it  out  in  half  the  time  but  for  the 
interference  of  the  bridge  tender,  who  claimed 
that  he  was  lifted  two  feet  out  of  his  chair 
every  time  a  blast  went  off.  However,  a 
little  thing  like  that  didn't  bother  Jack,  and 
now  all  that  remains  of  the  pipe  is  a  broken 
up  scrap  heap  at  the  bottom  of  the  canal. 


Charlotte  M. 
Tueck 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND  DIVISION 

MANAGER    C.  E.  CLARK  has  been 
quite  ill  with  the  "Flu,"  but  has  fully 
recovered   and   is   again   able   to  re- 
sume his  duties.     During  his  absence  Super- 
intendent Farrell  gave  us  a  helping  hand. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  BUBBLES  our 
"Daddy  Pierce"  has 
passed  away.  H  i  s 
death  was  a  shock  to 
all  in  our  city  as  he 
was  so  well  liked  and 
known  by  all.  Our 
sincere  sympathy  is  ex- 
tended to  his  bereaved 
family  through  this 
column. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Smith, 
Chief  Accountant,  was 
a  visitor  to  our  office 
last  week  and  gave  us 
a  "checking  o  v  e  r." 
We  are  always  glad 
to  greet  "F.  M."  with  his  pleasing  manner. 

Elmer  Wilson,  our  turn-on  and  off  man, 
is  rejoicing  over  the  arrival  of  a  new  grand- 
daughter.    Congratulations,  Grandpa. 

Collector  Hall  is  back  on  duty  again, 
after  an  attack  of  the  "flu." 

George  Pleich,  foreman  of  the  Service 
Department,  has  recovered  from  a  badly 
lacerated  hand  and  is  again  able  to  perform 
his  usual  duties. 

The  San  Pablo  No.  2  Pumping  Plant 
has  been  closed  down.  Engineers  Bailey, 
Carlisle  and  Middleton  have  been  transferred 
by  Superintendent  Farrell  to  other  locations, 
Mr.  Bailey  to  Twenty-fourth  Avenue,  Mr. 
Carlisle  to  Rose  Street  and  Mr.  Middleton 
to  the  Construction  Department. 

Wm.  Hale,  pumper  at  San  Pablo  No.  1 
Wells,  is  on  the  sick  list,  but  we  trust  he  will 
be  with  us  again  shortly.  During  his  ab- 
sence Nick  Pleich  has  attended  to  the  plant. 

The  soldier  boys  from  our  community  are 
slowly  returning.  We  see  daily  here  and 
there  a  familiar  face. 

Much  activity  in  shipping  is  looked  for, 
which  will  materially  help  business  in  general, 
now  that  ocean-going  vessels  will  make  Rich- 
mond a  "call  port."  And  with  our  concrete 
municipal  wharf,  which  was  recently  con- 
structed, and  a  spacious  one,  too,  proper 
dockage  can  be  had. 


WATER   COSTS   MONEY   AND    IS   TOO    PRECIOUS   TO   WASTE 
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FACTS  ABOUT  WATER  CLOSETS 
MOST  LEAKS  ARE   THERE.   SOMETIMES    OUT    OF 
SIGHT    THERE  ARE  SOME  VALVES  AND  BALL-COCKS 
NOT  FIT  FOR  USE.    THE  UNDERGROUND  PLUMBING 
OFTEN  BECOMES  LEAKY  TOO. 
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WASTE  OF  WATER 


The  importance  of  keeping  in  good  repair 
house  plumbing,  is  not  fully  appreciated  by 
all  consumers.  There  are  many  places  on 
the  premises  where  so-called  "trifling  leaks" 
occur  and  such  waste  of  water  continues  un- 
noticed for  long  periods.  Finally  rust  sets 
in  or  gaskets  and  washers  wear  to  thinness, 
and  the  increase  in  the  volume  of  water  pas- 
sing through  the  meter  is  quite  noticeable. 
Naturally  we  are  appealed  to  and  perhaps 
accused  of  having  in  use  a  faulty  meter. 

Joints  in  water  pipes;  gaskets  and  washers 
in  spigots;  valves  in  toilet  tanks  and  pipes 
underground  all  rust  and  wear.  When  de- 
fects in  such  equipment  are  discovered,  the 
repairing  of  the  same  should  receive  immediate 
attention. 

Then  again  it  is  well  to  remember  that 
competent  plumbers  should  be  secured  to  make 
repairs.  Far  better  to  resort  to  the  plumber 
than  for  the  consumer  to  attempt  it  and  suf- 
fer as  did  one  who  describes  his  troubles  as 
follows: 

Sooner  or  Later  It  Stops 

All  it  needs  is  a  new  washer. 
I  run  down  cellar  and  turn  off  the  water,  I  run 
up  from  the  cellar  and  take  off  the  faucet.    I  put 


in  the  new  washer,  which  is  like  a  very  fat 
leather  ring  for  a  very  thin  finger,  and  screw  on 
the  faucet.  I  run  down  cellar,  turn  on  the  water, 
run  up  from  the  cellar,  and  look  at  the  faucet. 
It  still  leaks.  So  I  run  down  cellar,  turn  off  the 
water,  run  up  from  the  cellar,  take  off  the  faucet, 
make  some  slight  alterations  in  the  size,  shape, 
or  position  of  the  washer,  put  on  the  faucet,-  run 
down  cellar,  turn  on  the  water,  run  up  from  the 
cellar,  and  look  at  the  faucet.  If  it  still  leaks 
(as  it  is  rather  to  be  expected),  I  repeat  as  be- 
fore ;  and  if  it  then  leaks  (as  is  more  than 
likely),  I  run  down  cellar,  turn  off  the  water, 
run  up  from  the  cellar,  take  off  the  faucet, 
make  some  slight  alteration  in  the  size,  shape,  or 
position  of  the  washer,  put  on  the  faucet,  run 
down  cellar,  turn  on  the  water,  run  up  from  the 
cellar,  and  look  at  the  faucet.  Perhaps  it  leaks 
more.  Perhaps  it  leaks  less.  So  I  run  down  cel- 
lar— and  turn  off  the  water — and  run  up  from 
the  cellar — and  take  off  the  faucet.  Then  talking 
aloud  to  myself,  I  take  out  the  new  washer, 
throw  it  on  the  floor,  stamp  on  it,  kick  it  out  of 
the  way,  put  in  a  newer  washer,  put  on  the 
faucet,  run  down  cellar,  turn  on  the  water,  run 
up  from  the  cellar,  and  look  at  the  faucet.  If 
(and  this  may  happen)  it  still  leaks, — From  the 
April  Atlantic. 
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FILTRATION 


BY  ALLEN   HAZEN 


EVERYBODY  likes  spring  water. 
That  is  because  it  is  clean,  free  from 
dirt,  discoloration,  and  has  no  taste 
and  odor.  It  is  almost  always  wholesome 
and  can  be  drunk  freely  and  without  fear. 
There  is  joy  in  seeing  clear  sparkling  water 
on  the  table;  there  is  joy  in  seeing  the  bril- 
liant blue  color  of  clean  water  in  a  bath. 
Spring  water  is  water  that  has  been  filtered 
by  natural  processes. 


quality  of  the  water.  That  is  the  growth  of 
plants  and  animals  in  the  water  of  the  reser- 
voir. As  a  fallow  field  of  fertile  soil  cannot 
be  kept  free  from  vegetation,  so  the  water  in 
a  reservoir  exposed  to  sunlight  cannot  be  kept 
free  from  the  plants  and  animals  that  grow  in 
the  light.  These  growths  of  small  organisms 
in  reservoir  waters  work  changes  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  water.  Some  of  these  changes 
are  beneficial  and  tend  to  improve  the  quality 


INTERIOR  OF  THE  FILTER  HOUSE  AT  ST.  LOUIS,  WHERE  VERY  TURBID  WATER,  A  MIX- 
TURE OF  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  WATER  AND  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  WATER,  IS  FILTERED 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CITY.  THIS  IS  ONE  OF  THE  LARGEST  FILTER  PLANTS  IN 
THE  COUNTRY. 


The  origin  of  all  water  is  rain.  Rain 
water,  even  as  it  falls,  is  not  very  clean,  be- 
cause it  washes  the  dust  and  dirt  from  the 
atmosphere  through  which  it  falls.  Water 
collected  in  such  a  reservoir  as  San  Leandro 
or  San  Pablo  has  further  washed  the  country 
from  which  it  is  collected  and  has  taken  up 
all  kinds  of  debris.  It  has  become  turbid  and 
discolored  and  even  polluted.  The  pollution 
comes  mainly  from  the  human  occupation  of 
the  area  from  which  the  water  is  gathered. 
Water  coming  from  such  a  reservoir  is  seldom 
as  clean  as  is  desired  for  drinking  purposes. 

There  is  another  condition  that  affects  the 


of  the  water,  but  some  of  the  organisms  pro- 
duce disagreeable  tastes  and  odors;  and  when 
this  happens  there  is  much  dissatisfaction 
among  those  who  use  the  water. 

Many  kinds  of  organisms  grow  in  reser- 
voirs. Some  produce  offensive  odors  and 
some  do  not.  It  is  something  like  a  garden. 
Potatoes  grow  in  one  patch  and  onions  in 
another;  but  in  a  reservoir  it  is  hard  to  tell 
why  the  strong  smelling  organisms  grow  in  one 
reservoir  and  those  with  but  little  smell  in 
another. 

Spring  water  is  water  which  has  soaked 
through  the  ground  and  has  been  stored  for 
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a  time  in  the  gravel  beneath  the  surface.  The 
process  of  soaking  through  and  being  stored 
results  in  thorough  natural  filtration  of  the 
water. 

Artesian  well  water  has  the  same  charac- 
teristics as  spring  water.  It  differs  from  spring 
water  mainly  in  the  method  of  procuring  it. 
The  well  water  is  brought  up  by  wells  bored 
into  the  gravel,  while  the  spring  is  a  natural 
outlet  to  the  surface  that  permits  a  surplus  to 
flow  without  the  aid  of  man. 

Because  of  the  natural  and  well  founded 
preference  for  spring  and  well  waters,  the 
first  efforts  in  public  water  supply  are  almost 
always  to  secure  them.  Some  spring  water 
or  well  water  can  be  secured  in  almost  any 
locality;  but  conditions  are  rare  where  large 
amounts  are  available  at  one  point.  It  is  very 
rare  indeed  that  as  large  and  excellent  a  sup- 
ply of  well  water  can  be  secured  at  one  place 
as  is  drawn  by  the  East  Bay  Water  Com- 
pany from  the  Alvarado  wells.  And  as 
cities  grow  and  as  more  water  is  needed,  the 
difficulty  of  getting  water  of  this  character  in- 
creases, and  increases  much  more  rapidly  than 
the  size  of  the  city.  This  has  led  to  the  de- 
velopment of  methods  for  purifying  water. 


To  filter  water  is  to  make  artificial  spring 
water,  taking  as  a  starting  point  the  reservoir 
waters  and  river  waters  and  other  surface 
waters  that  are  available  in  the  large  quanti- 
ties that  are  needed. 

Spring  water  is  the  ideal  standard  of  qual- 
ity for  filtered  water,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to 
reach  an  ideal.  It  may  be  approximated  but 
is  fully  reached  only  by  the  greatest  effort. 
In  making  artificial  spring  water  the  result 
approaches  more  or  less  closely  to  the  ideal, 
according  to  the  skill  of  those  who  design  and 
operate  the  plant,  and  also  according  to  the 
resources  that  are  available,  both  natural  and 
artificial.  All  these  things  are  necessary  for 
the  best  results.  The  natural  conditions  must 
be  reasonably  favorable.  The  financial  re- 
sources must  be  sufficient  to  permit  the  con- 
struction and  operation  of  fully  adequate 
works,  and  much  skill  is  required,  for  with- 
out it  there  may  be  failure,  under  conditions 
otherwise  favorable. 

As  a  practical  matter,  there  are  many  filter 
plants  that  turn  out  water  that  cannot  be  dis- 
tinguished by  the  takers  from  the  best  spring 
water;  from  a  practical  standpoint  the  ideal 
may  be  said  to  be  completely  realized  in  these 


INTERIOR  OF  THE   FILTER   HOUSE  AT  MINNEAPOLIS    WHERE    MISSISSIPPI    RIVER   WATER 
IS  FILTERED. 
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COAGULATING  BASINS  AT  NEW  ORLEANS,  WHERE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  WATER  IS  TREATED 
FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  CITY. 


cases.  There  are  others  where  imperfections 
are  apparent  in  the  finished  product  due  to 
lack  of  skill  or  lack  of  adequate  plant,  or 
perhaps  sometimes  to  difficult  natural  condi- 
tions, such  as  a  very  bad  raw  water  that  can- 
not be  completely  corrected. 

But  taking  it  right  through,  the  results  have 
been  wonderfully  successful  and  water  puri- 
fication in  the  last  decades  has  become  tre- 
mendously important  and  has  contributed 
more  than  any  other  one  thing  to  furnishing 
good  water  to  American  cities. 

The  filtration  of  public  water  supplies  was 
first  brought  to  a  practicable  and  efficient 
process  in  Europe.  It  originated  in  England, 
but  other  European  countries  followed,  until 
practically  all  of  the  large  cities  of  Europe 
were  supplied  with  filtered  water,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  that  were  so  fortunately  situ- 
ated that  they  were  able  to  supply  themselves 
with  spring  waters  and  well  waters. 

In  America  the  first  efforts  in  filtration 
were  made  almost  fifty  years  ago,  and  in  the 
last  twenty-five  years  the  development  has 
been  rapid.  A  considerable  part  of  the  larger 
cities  of  the  country  are  supplied  with  filtered 
water.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned 
Providence,  Springfield,  Lawrence,  Albany, 
Poughkeepsie,  Yonkers,  Trenton,  Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington,  Baltimore,  Washington, 
Reading,    Harrisburg,    Pittsburgh,  Montreal, 


Toronto,  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  Toledo,  Grand  Rapids,  Indian- 
apolis, Evansville,  Birmingham,  Atlanta, 
Chattanooga,  Knoxville,  Minneapolis,  St. 
Louis,  New  Orleans,  St.  Joseph  and  Denver. 

There  has  been  also  a  gradual  development 
in  the  methods  of  filtration  and  purification. 
The  interest  in  the  methods  has  been  great 
because  their  vital  necessity  has  been  recog- 
nized. Year  by  year,  more  has  been  learned 
about  public  water  supplies  and  their  relation 
to  public  health  and  public  comfort.  For 
many  years  it  has  been  known  that  the  health 
of  the  community  bears  a  close  relation  to  the 
character  of  the  water  that  it  drinks.  Efficient 
purification  tends  to  a  lower  death  rate,  as 
well  as  to  greater  comfort  of  those  who  use 
the  water.  Engineers,  biologists  and  doctors 
have  been  co-operating  all  over  the  country  to 
study  the  conditions  that  exist,  and  the  condi- 
tions essential  to  success,  and  great  advances 
have  been  made  in  learning  how  to  handle 
waters  to  secure  the  desired  results  with  cer- 
tainty. 

Filtration  has  been  one  of  the  most  potent 
elements  in  improving  the  qualities  of  public 
water  supplies  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  It  should  not  be  supposed  that  filtra- 
tion is  a  cure-all  or  that  it  has  always  done  all 
that  it  should  do.  Many  of  the  earlier  plants 
fell  far  short  of  what  would  have  been  pos- 
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FILTERS  AT  NEW  ORLEANS  IN  THE  OPEN,  NO  COVERS  BEING  REQUIRED  BECAUSE  THERE 
IS    NO    FROST.       THE    PUMPING   STATION  IS  IN  THE  DISTANCE. 


sible  in  the  light  of  later  information.  Others 
fell  short  of  the  mark  because  those  who  built 
them  were  less  skillful  or  perhaps  because  they 
lacked  the  resources  to  carry  out  all  that  was 
necessary  to  insure  success.  Operation  is  as 
important  as  construction.  A  filter  plant  must 
be  operated  with  all  the  care  and  skill  needed 
to  insure  success  in  a  manufacturing  enter- 
prise ;  and  that  care  must  be  extended  to  cover 
every  minute  of  the  operation  of  the  plant — 
nights  as  well  as  days,  and  Sundays  as  well 
as  week  days.  Some  waters  are  too  difficult 
to  treat  successfully,  and  a  fairly  good  raw 
water  is  one  of  the  greatest  aids  to  the  delivery 
of  an  excellent  finished  product.  Experience 
has  shown  that  all  the  obstacles  can  be  over- 
come, and  the  occasional  lapses  that  have 
been  recorded  serve  as  reminders  of  the  high 
standards  that  must  be  maintained  to  prevent 
their  recurrence. 

The  East  Bay  Water  Company  has  been 
a  pioneer  on  the  Pacific  Coast  in  methods  of 
treating  water.  The  writer  visited  Lake 
Chabot  more  than  twenty-five  years  ago  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  a  new  method  of  strain- 
ing water  which  was  intended  to  remove  the 
small  organisms  that  produce  tastes  and  odors 
in  the  water;  and  the  present  filters  at  Chabot 
were  the  first,  and  long  the  most  important 
filters  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  new  plant 
now  proposed  to  treat  the  San  Pablo  water 


will  also  be  a  pioneer  in  California  of  the 
larger  and  better  kind  of  plants  that  have 
been  becoming  common  in  the  eastern  states. 
It  may  be  expected  to  produce  water  that  con- 
sumers will  have  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
from  the  best  spring  water. 


'POSSUM    RIDES   ON   AIRPLANE 

Engine  trouble  forced  two  Army  flyers 
from  the  2d  Provisional  Wing,  Park  Place, 
Houston,  Texas,  to  stay  overnight  near  An- 
derson, Texas,  recently.  They  were  Lieut. 
Harry  McDonough,  pilot,  and  Fred  W.  Mc- 
Conky,  Jr.,  observer.  McDonough,  in  a 
hunt  in  an  adjacent  grove  that  night,  caught 
a  live  'possum.  The  airmen  shut  the  'p°ssum 
in  the  fuselage  of  the  plane  for  the  rest  of 
the  night  and  the  next  morning  they  started 
for  headquarters,  85  miles  away.  The  'pos- 
sum in  some  manner  escaped  from  his  cubby 
hole  after  the  plane  was  in  the  air  and  rode 
the  rest  of  the  way  hanging  by  his  feet  and 
tail  to  the  scarf  mount  over  the  rear  cockpit. 
Upon  landing,  the  animal  was  handed  over  as 
a  mascot  to  the  men  of  the  343d  Squadron, 
who  christened  him  "Aero,"  and  today  he 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  flying 
'possum  of  the  Air  Service. — Official  U.  S. 
Bulletin. 
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THE   WATER   COMPANY'S 
BIG    NIGHT 
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ALANCE  all — gents  to  the  right,  swing 
the  girl  behind  you.  "Pop  Goes  the 
Weasel,"  Friday  night   (not  evening). 

Oh,  Joy!    A  DANCE. 

Who  for?      Everybody  in  the  employ 
of  the  Company. 

Where?     Maple  Hall,  Fourteenth  and 
Webster. 

What  kind  of  dances?     Almost  every 
kind. 

Refreshments?     Mebbyso. 

May  I  bring  a  fellow  who  doesn't  work 
for  the  Company?     Sure. 

"There  are  Smiles,"  "A  wonderful  thing 
has  come  into  my  life,"  yes,  genuine  smiles 
that  make  you  happy,  when  you  think  of  the 
invitation  received  from  the  Company  an- 
nouncing this  event. 

"Alice,  Where  Art  Thou?"  Jimmy  can 
"Waltz  with  his  strawberry  blonde,"  while 
McGinty  will  again  be  consigned  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  sea. 

"Oh!  Waltz  Me  Around  Again,  Willie," 
for  Old  Dan  Tucker  is  here  in  all  his  glory 
to  greet  the  "Girl  I  left  behind  me." 

"When  a  body  meets  a  body  comin'  thro' 
the  Rye,"  there  is  no  place  or  time  for 
"tears." 

This  is  no  "Devil's  Dream"  but  a  horn 
PIPE  danced  by  "A  Wild  Irishman." 

Now  all  get  ready  to  see  "Virginia  Reel" 
in  her  latest  and  most  popular  production 
from  a  fox  trot  to  a  one-step. 

The  "Shimmy,"  of  course,  is  barred — 
so  all  take  warning. 

"We  won't  go  home  till  morning,   till 
daylight  doth  appear." 

REMEMBER     the     date  —  Friday, 
May  9th. 

Maple     Hall  —  Wives,     Sweethearts, 
Husbands  take  notice. 

Will  we  be  there?     You  bet.     Y-Not? 


BASEBALL 
YARDINOS    vs.    WATERINOS 

THE  boys  at  Corporation  Yard  (Yar- 
dinos)  and  an  aggregation  from  the 
Oakland  business  office  (Waterinos) 
met  on  the  field  of  battle,  Bushrod  Park,  last 
Sunday  and  staged  a  most  interesting  game. 
The  Yardinos,  in  charge  of  Manager  Pretti, 
were  first  on  the  field  for  practice.  The 
Waterinos  came  straggling  in  rather  slow  in 
an  unconcerned  manner  but  very  confident 
that  it  was  merely  a  matter  of  one-two-three 
in  disposing  of  the  "bunch  at  the  yard." 
Manager  Carash  of  the  Waterinos,  with  an 
air  of  authority,  ordered  his  men  to  "bat  out 
a  few"  just  for  the  sake  of  showing  off  a 
little. 

The  "Umps,"  General  Manager  Wilhelm 
and  Mr.  Thatcher,  surveyed  the  field  and  saw 
that  the  association  requirements  were  com- 
plied with.  The  "G.  M."  covered  the  bases 
and  Mr.  T.  behind  the  pitcher.  Both  "Umps" 
wore  side  arms  (44's) .  The  decisions  of 
the  "Umps"  were  accepted  without  com- 
ment, and  from  the  first  to  the  seventh  inning 
the  battle  raged  with  circus  regularity. 

O'Connor  and  Brownell,  pitchers  for  the 
Yardinos,  were  steady  and  performed  well. 
C.  Fieberling,  pitcher  for  the  Waterinos,  was 
a  little  wild  at  the  start,  but  improved  as  the 
game  progressed.  His  support  was  bad  in  the 
field.  A  number  of  the  old  timers  tried  to 
come  back,  and  if  talking  counts — they  did. 

The  Yardinos  walloped  the  Waterinos  in 
true  style,  and  when  the  smoke  cleared  away 
the  score  chalked  up  showed  1  8  to  4  in  favor 
of  the  Yardinos.  Jack  Fieberling  relieved 
Tom  Hanson  of  the  Waterinos  on  first  in  the 
fifth  inning.  Tom's  left  leg  stretched  so 
reaching  for  first  when  attempting  to  catch 
'em  that  it  was  necessary  to  assist  him  to  the 
bench  Zimmerman,  catcher  for  the  Yar- 
dinos, allowed  the  pill  to  rip  open  a  finger  on 
his  right  paw.  Other  casualties  were  of 
a  minor  character.  The  "G.  M."  brought 
his  famous  Russian  wolf  hound,  "NICK," 
to  the  field  with  him.  With  his  "44"  and 
"NICK"  he  easily  cowed  those  who  took 
exception  to  his  close  decisions  on  bases. 

In  the  audience  the  fair  sex  were  quite  in 
evidence  and  were  good  rooters  for  their 
favorite  teams.  Preparations  are  already 
under   way    for    the   next   big   game.      The 

(Continued  on  page  7) 
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YOUR  FIRST  DUTY  IS  TO  YOUR  COUNTRY 


HELEN   P.   ARMSTRONG 


THE  Fifth  Victory  Liberty  Loan  is  the 
last  call  for  money  for  Uncle  Sam's 
Victory  Chest.  There  should  be  a 
double  incentive  for  subscribing  now.  This 
response  should  be  a  thank  offering  to  the  sur- 
viving soldiers  who  brought  the  war  to  such  a 
speedy  close,  and  a  memorial  to  those  who 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice. 

Out  of  the  mighty  torments  of  war,  out  of 
the  hideous  flare  of  battle  and  the  slaughter 
of  our  fighting  men,  has  arisen  a  new  spirit  of 
devotion  and  thanksgiving.  For  the  half  mil- 
lion of  our  men  whose  lives  were  saved  by 
the  early  ending  of  the  war,  for  the  kindness 
and  mercy  of  a  just  God  to  a  free  people,  let 
us  thankfully  subscribe  to  the  Victory  Loan. 

If  this  saving  of  life  means  anything  to  you, 
if  the  spectacle  of  our  very  own  soldiers 
marching  through  the  streets  last  Sunday 
means  anything  to  you;  if  you  want  to  see 
more  of  them  coming  home;  if  you  feel  any 
personal  responsibility,  then  buy  as  many 
bonds  as  you  can  and  answer  the  silent  ap- 
peal of  the  soldiers  for  one  last  manifestation 
of  our  gratitude.  However,  if  you  are  not 
patriotic  and  are  selfish,  the  rate  of  interest 
should  appeal  to  you.  This  Government  is 
paying  the  highest  rate  of  interest  since  the 
Civil  War  (4^4  Per  cent),  free  from  normal 
income  tax.  Don't  be  ashamed  to  meet  the 
boys  who  have  just  returned — WEAR  a 
"V"  button.  The  boys  did  not  all  return. 
Every  one  of  those  men  who  gave  their  lives 
realized  what  they  were  fighting  for.  Maybe 
they  couldn't  recite  the  fourteen  points — but 
they  knew  what  they  were  fighting  for.  We 
must  finish  up  the  work  which  the  doughboy 
with  his  rifle  and  bayonet  started.  We  Ameri- 
cans must  do  it. 

The  new  bond  is  a  good  "BUY"  from 
every  material  standpoint.  You  know  in  ad- 
vance you  will  get  your  interest  and  in  a  short 
time  your  principal.  The  main  stimulation, 
however,  is  patriotism  and  thankfulness. 

This  Company  recommends  the  loan  to  its 
employes  as  without  qualifications  the  safest 
investment  in  the  world  and  will  assist  those 
who  wish  terms.  Pay  1  0  per  cent  per  month, 
$5  per  month  on  a  $50  bond,  $10  per  month 
on  a  $  1  00  bond,  deducted  from  your  salary 
monthly  or  semi-monthly. 

Don't  feel  that  you  have  to  hate  the  fellow 
who  asks  you  to  buy;  he  is  not  compensated 


for  his  trouble.  When  you  are  asked  to  buy 
SMILE,  and  remember  when  subscribing  that 
part  of  this  loan  will  be  used  to  bring  back 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  troops  who  are  still 
in  Europe  and  to  maintain  them  until  each 
man  is  fitted  back  into  his  particular  niche. 

Recently  men  and  women  of  many  faiths 
rejoiced  and  gave  thanks  to  the  God  of  their 
Fathers  for  a  world  reborn.  From  countless 
spires  bells  chimed,  and  the  first  flowers  of 
Spring  were  heaped  upon  a  thousand  altars. 

The  men  who  died  for  us  in  France — they, 
too,  were  of  many  faiths — but  they  gave  their 
all — a  willing  sacrifice,  upon  the  Altar  of 
Freedom.  Today,  where  they  fell,  red  pop- 
pies blow. 

These  men  who  died  were  of  many  faiths 
— but  they  gave  their  all  for  Freedom. 

Can  we  who  live  in  that  Freedom  and  walk 
with  our  God — can  we  do  less  than  lend  our 
dollars  to  the  Cause  for  which  they  gave  their 
lives. 

Men  and  women  of  many  faiths — men  and 
women  of  America — THEY  DIED  FOR  YOU. 

BASEBALL 

(Continued  from  page  6) 

victorious  Yardinos  will  be  guests  of  the  Wat- 

erinos  at  dinner  next  week.  The  score  follows : 

YARDINOS  INNINGS 

Batting  Order                              12  3     4     5     6     7 

I.   Domes,  3b 1      0  1      I      I      0~T 

F.    Brownell,     lb 1  1      ..      1      ..     .. 

E.  Zimmerman,    c 0     0      1      

J.    Templeton,    cf 1  1      0     ..     0     .. 

F.  Pretti,    ss 1      ..  0            0     ..     .. 

W.  Sampson,  rf 0     ..  1      ..      1      1      .. 

A.  Clark,  If 0     ..  1-0..      1      ..     .. 

S.    Hyman,    2b 1       10     

R.    O'Connor,    p 0  0     0     0..     .. 

E.  Esola,  c 0     ..     .. 

F.  Stagnaro,  If... 0     .. 

Total    runs,     18 


WATERINOS 

Batting  Order 


4     17     14     1.. 

INNINGS 
12    3    4    5    6    7 


R.  Boyd,  If 0.0    

P.   Magerstadt,  3b.. 1      ..     0     ..      1      0 

T.   Crafts,  2b 0     ..     0     

L.    Rue,    ss 0     ....     0     0     .. 

J.    Reilley,    c 0     ..     0     0     .. 

Tom    Hanson,     lb 0     ..      10.. 

A.  Solomon,  cf 0     ..     0     ..     .. 

E.   Demello,   rf 0 

C.    Fieberling,    p 

Wm.    Blais,    If.... ..     ..     0 

J.   P.   Fieberling,    lb ..     ... 

Total  runs,  4 I      ....      1      1      .. 
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" PULL " 

THE  lunch  hour  gossiper  was  heard  to 
say,  "See  that  fellow  Allen?  He  got 
his  job  through  pull.  Yep,  Allen's 
father  has  a  friend  who  is  a  friend  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  and  the  president  of  the  bank 
plays  golf  with  big  Bill  Sloan,  the  traction 
superintendent,  and  the  traction  superintendent 
buys  lots  of  rails  and  ties  from  the  Cokey  Steel 
and  Lumber  Company,  and  there  is  a  fellow 
with  that  concern,  I  forget  his  name — well,  he 
comes  up  here  occasionally  to  get  business 
from  our  company,  and  it's  a  fact  that  he 
asked  our  General  Manager  to  boost  Allen." 
In  Allen's  case  it  was  true  that  the  Gen- 
eral Manager  did  boost  him,  and  the  lunch 
hour  gossiper's  reference  to  the  chain  of 
friends  (merely  acquaintances)  was  quite  cor- 
rect, but  he  guessed  wrongly  when  he  referred 
to  the  fellow  from  the  Cokey  Steel  and  Lum- 
ber Company  as  having  been  told  to  "Put  in 


a  word  for  Allen."  What  really  happened 
was  this:  The  fellow  from  the  Cokey  Steel 
and  Lumber  Company  was  none  other  than 
George  Durant,  General  Sales  Manager. 
Durant  valued  highly  the  business  Allen's  firm 
gave  him.  Furthermore,  Durant  observed 
that  Allen  was  a  sticker  for  quality  of  mate- 
rial and  price,  and  demanded  delivery  of 
goods  as  agreed  upon  in  order  to  save  delay 
and  waste  of  labor  in  the  institution  he  repre- 
sented. Allen  was  prompt  in  checking  in- 
voices and  passed  such  through  his  depart- 
ment as  quickly  as  possible  to  enable  his  firm 
to  take  advantage  of  all  discounts.  Durant, 
the  Sales  Manager,  called  on  Allen's  "boss" 
one  day,  and  during  their  conversation  Durant 
referred  to  Allen  as  being  a  bright  up-to-date 
man,  and  he  complimented  Allen's  "boss"  on 
having  such  a  conscientious  person  in  his  em- 
ploy and  said,  if  you  can  spare  him,  the 
Cokey  Steel  and  Lumber  Company  would 
like  to  get  hold  of  him,  and  it  was  then  that 
the  lunch  hour  gossiper  passed  through  the 
room  and  heard  Allen's  name  mentioned,  and 
later  on  when  Allen  was  promoted  he  was 
branded  by  the  lunch  hour  gossiper  as  a 
"poor  stick"  with  a  "pull." 

There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  good 
men  so  branded  by  drones  and  idlers,  and  as 
the  good  men  go  up  round  by  round  strictly 
on  ability  and  merit,  they  are  falsely  accused 
of  having  a  "pull."  Drones  and  idlers  harp 
on  the  theory  that  "An  ounce  of  pull  is  worth 
seventeen  years  of  experience."  Such  may  be 
true  in  politics  but  not  in  a  properly  conducted 
business.  Only  those  who  are  capable  and 
possess  the  qualifications  required  are  selected 
to  fill  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust,  and 
it  is  well  to  say  to  the  drones  and  idlers  that 
when  they  meet  the  man  with  a  "pull,"  from 
their  viewpoint,  to  not  only  keep  their  eye  on 
him  but  form  his  acquaintance  and  absorb,  if 
they  are  capable,  some  of  his  knowledge. 
They  should  travel  in  his  wake  and  profit 
thereby.  Old  Man  "Pull"  is  dead  and 
buried. 


BOY   WANTED 

Office  Boy — Your  wife  is  at  the  telephone, 
sir. 

Boss — Tell  her  I'm  out  for  the  afternoon. 

Office  Boy — He  says  to  tell  you  he's  out 
for  the  afternoon. — Boston  Transcript. 
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JAMES    WHITNEY    BAKER 
AS  I  KNEW  HIM 

The  passing  to  his  eternal  home  of  friend 
James  W.  Baker  brings  to  an  end  my  ac- 
quaintance with  a  most  agreeable  and  good 
man. 

Many  years  ago,  when  I  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Contra  Costa  Water  Company, 
with  offices  on  Eighth  Street,  near  Broadway, 
my  attention  was  first  attracted  to  him,  as  he 
passed  by  with  friends,  by  his  habitual  cheery 
disposition  and  dapper  appearance.  I  did  not 
become  personally  acquainted  until  years 
later,  when  he  received  a  position  of  trust  with 
the  Peoples  Water  Company  (the  successor 
of  the  Contra  Costa  Water  Company)  some 
fifteen  years  past. 

He  took  much  interest  in  the  great  war, 
and  of  it  we  have  enjoyed  many  chats,  for  I 
was  in  receipt  of  numerous  letters  from  the 
fighting  front,  written  by  my  young  nephew, 
who  volunteered  as  a  member  of  the  first  am- 
bulance unit  from  Stanford  University  to  serve 
in  France,  previous  to  the  entry  of  the  United 
States  into  the  war.  The  perusal  of  a  letter 
was  always  the  occasion  of  a  pleasant  talk 
with  Mr.  Baker.  He  was  1 00  per  cent 
American. 

During  the  years  of  our  association,  I  found 
him  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  and  high 
ideals. 

Good  Friend,  we  miss  you  from  your  usual 
post — but  your  spirit  remains  with  us  for- 
ever.    Adieu. 

Martin  Blote. 


A    LETTER    FROM    ONE    OF 
OUR   BOYS 

Even  though  the  war  is  over,  some  of  our 
boys  "over  there"  are  passing  through  some 
exciting  and  interesting  times.  The  following 
is  a  letter  from  Dave  Elliot,  formerly  mana- 
ger of  the  Berkeley  office: 

St.  Nazaire,  March  9,  1919. 
Dear   Mr.  Thatcher: 

We  are  still  on  this  side  and  the  present  out- 
look is  that  we  wont  sail  for  the  United  States 
until   after   April    1 . 

Our  trip  coming  over  was  favored  by  good 
weather  until  we  were  about  a  day  off  St.  Nazaire 
when  we  ran  into  an  80-mile  blow.  It  was 
quite  a  breeze  and  the  heavy  sea  that  followed 
it  broke  our  steering  gear  three  times,  so  finally 
we  had  to  "lay  to"  for  60  hours  and  drifted 
out  to  sea  again  before  we  could  rig  a  jury 
rudder. 


We  copied  8  S.  0.  S.  messages — one  was  a 
ship  only  40  miles  from  us  but  we  were  helpless 
to    give   assistance. 

The  foregoing  little  excitement  wasn't  enough, 
apparently.  As  we  were  entering  St.  Nazaire 
harbor,  a  strong  current  swung  the  ship's  stern 
against  a  concrete  jetty  and  stove  an  8-foot  hole 
in  the  side,  amid-ships,  where  the  engine  and 
firerooms  are  located.  The  tugs  rushed  us 
through  into  a  shallow  basin  where  we  sank 
in  40  feet  of  water  (that  left  about  l'/2  feet  of 
freeboard  so  we  weren't  entirely  submerged). 
This  happened  February  15.  Since  then  the 
water  has  been  pumped  out,  and  in  a  day  or 
two   we   go   in  drydock. 

In  a  way  I  am  not  sorry  for  the  delay  be- 
cause it  made  possible  a  furlough.  Another 
"chief"  and  myself  have  been  to  Lonent,  Paris, 
Versailles  and  Amiens,  France  and  also  over  to 
London.  It  was  a  very  interesting  trip  alto- 
gether. 

Hope  you  are  all  enjoying  good  health. 
My  warmest  regards, 

DAVE  ELLIOT. 


"SYSTEMITIS" 

'Oh,  isn't  it  great  to  be  up-to-date 
And  live  in  this  year  of  grace 

With  a  system  and  place  for  everything 
Though  nobody  knows  the  place. 

We've  an  index  card  for  each  thing  to  do 
And  for  everything  under  the  sun; 

It  takes  so  long  to  fill  out  the  cards, 
We  never  get  anything  done. 

We've  loose-leaf  ledgers  for  saving  time— 
The  Lord  knows  what  they  cost ; 

But  half  of  our  time  is   spent  each  day 
Hunting  for  leaves   that   are  lost. 

It's  sectional  this  and  sectional  that 
(We'll  soon  have  sectional  legs) 

I  dreamt  last  night   that  I  made  a  meal 
Of  sectional  ham  and  eggs. 

I   dreamt  I  lived  in  a  sectional  house 
And   rode   a   sectional   'Hoss', 

And  drew  my  pay  in  sections  from 
A  sectional  'Section  boss'. 

Oh,  isn't  it  great  to  be  'up-to-date' 
And  live  in  this  year  of  grace, 

With  a  system  and  place  for  everything, 
Though  nobody  knows  the  place?" 
— Exchange. 


Jamie — Gee,  your  grandma  is  a  spry  old 
lady! 

Jennie — Well,  hadn't  she  ought  to  be? 
Her  father  lived  to  be  a  centaur,  and  her 
mother  was  almost  a  centipede. — St.  Louis 
Republic. 
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CONSTRUCTION,    MAINTENANCE    AND    OPERATION    AND 

THE  WORKING  FORCE 

L.  L.  FARRELL,  Superintendent 


THOSE  who  have  to  do  with  the  con- 
struction work  and  maintenance  and 
operation  in  a  large  public  utility  like 
the  East  Bay  Water  Company  are  sort  of 
classed  as  being  on  the  inside  looking  out. 
With  but  few  exceptions  the  men  move  about 
and  perform  their  duties  in  accordance  with 
instructions  which  are  passed  along  through 
official  channels  to  them.  Only  a  small  num- 
ber are  assigned  to  duties  which  bring  them  in 
touch  with  the  public.  The  majority  of  the 
foremen,  assistant  foremen  and  their  helpers 
have  been  long  in  the  service;  their  period  of 
employment  ranging  from  ten  to  twenty-five 
years.  They  are  all  sturdy  chaps,  and  the 
outdoor  life  hardens  them  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  are  equipped  physically  to  perform 
with  apparent  ease  unusual  long  hours  of 
labor.  Long  experience  fits  them  to  meet  with 
emergencies  without  excitement,  and  they  go 
about  in  the  performance  of  such  duties,  and 
under  pressure,  in  a  cool  and  steady  manner. 
An  aggregation  of  such  men  form  a  combin- 
ation  of  physical   energy   and   determination, 


when  pulling  together  under  competent  super- 
vision, and  is  the  real  backbone  of  the  oper- 
ating department. 

The  photographs  shown  in  this  article  are 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  the  reader 
some  idea  of  the  character  of  the  personnel  of 
the  department  and  the  equipment  necessary 
to  maintain  and  operate  a  water  system  cov- 
ering the  large  territory  supplied  by  the  East 
Bay  Water  Company. 

The  volume  of  work  handled  by  the  de- 
partment for  a  period  of  a  year  runs  into  high 
totals.  Below  is  a  statement  of  the  various 
classes  of  work  performed,  also  daily  average 
number  of  employes  assigned  for  the  year 
1918: 

Leak  repairs 1  4,099 

New  services  _ 1 ,272 

Services  killed 252 

Services  reconnected 95 

Meters  set 2,103 

Meters  removed 1 ,226 

Meters    repaired _-__ 8,803 


Top  row,  left  to  right:      J.   HORAN,  \V.  HALE,  R.  HOLROYD,  E.  W.  WILSON,  FRANK  PRETTI, 

P.  J.  SHALLY,  J.  A.  TOWNSEND,  T.  R.  GRIFFIN,  GEORGE  PLEICH  AND  P.  J.   HORAN. 

Lower  row,  left  to  right:      R.  WATERMAN,    C.    BRIGNOLIA,    CHRIS    HENSEN,    A. 

MERCIA    AND    W.    JOHNSON. 
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Meters  changed 3,842 

City  main  installed  (in  feet) 55,416 

Mains  killed  (in  feet) 5,470 

Hydrants   set - . 14 

Foreman  average  daily 1  3 

Helpers  average  daily... 12 

Laborers  average  daily 20 

The  men  are  practically  on  duty  twenty- 
four  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a  week,  being 
subject  to  call  when  taking  their  rest  and 
recreation,  should  an  emergency  arise,  and 
oftentimes  remain  at  their  post  twenty-four  to 
thirty-six  hours  at  a  stretch. 

All  orders  and  instructions  pertaining  to 
construction  and  maintenance  and  operation 
are  passed  through  official  channels  to  the 
Corporation  Yard  offices,  Twenty-second  and 
Adeline  Streets,  Oakland.  The  only  excep- 
tion to  the  routine  is  that  instructions  and 
orders  pertaining  to  the  Richmond  district  are 
passed  direct  to  the  foreman  in  charge  of  that 
district. 

Instructions  and  orders  originate  and  are 
created  in  various  ways.      General  extension 


and  service  work  orders  reach  the  Superin- 
tendent direct  from  the  Engineering  depart- 
ment of  the  East  Bay  Water  Company.  In- 
structions and  orders  relating  to  repair  work 
may  originate  in  the  Street  department  of  the 
municipalities  served  by  the  company  and 
reach  the  Superintendent  via  the  Engineering 
department.  A  large  volume  of  such  orders 
is  created  in  the  business  offices  of  the  East 
Bay  Water  Company  in  Oakland,  Berkeley, 
Alameda  and  Richmond. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  orders,  all  classes,  in 
the  Superintendent's  office  each  order  is 
properly  recorded  as  to  description  and  loca- 
tion. The  orders  are  then  segregated  by  dis- 
tricts and  passed  out  to  the  foreman  in  charge, 
who  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  prop- 
erly executing  same.  The  work  covered  by  a 
large  percentage  of  the  orders  is  started  and 
completed  the  same  day  and  checked  off  in  the 
foreman's  daily  charge  sheet.  An  order  cov- 
ering a  job  requiring  a  longer  period  than  a 
day  is  held  by  the  foreman  and  recharged  to 
him  each  day  until  completed.     This  enables 


Top  row,  left  to  right:      A.  ZANNETTI,  C.  GALIA,   F.   ANDRINO,   B.   PEDRO,   R.   O'CONNOR, 

J.  FIRPO  AND  W.  MOORE.     Center,  left  to  right:       O.    ANDRINO,    H.    MIDDLETON,    W. 

TOWNSEND,    M.    CARRIGANI,   A.    BUIELLO,  L.  BRIGNOLIA,  C.  CARLO,  C.  NIVOLO, 

B.   CEASERO,  G.   NIVOLO,  A.   LOUIE.        Lower,    left   to   right:       C.    BOLTRE, 

D.   GUNARI,   T.    MAGGORO,    O.  PALADINI,  G.  KANURICH. 
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ONE    OF    THE    NEW    CONSTRUCTION    TRUCKS    EQUIPPED    AND    MANNED    FOR    SERVICE. 
FOREMAN  P.  J.   HORAN  AT  THE  WHEEL.    HELPERS  O.  ANDRINO  AND  C.  GALIA  SEATED. 


EQUIPMENT    LEAVING    GARAGE    STALLS    WITH     FOREMEN,     ASSISTANT     FOREMEN     AND 

HELPERS,    7:30   O'CLOCK  A.    M. 
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the  Superintendent  to  quickly  ascertain  the 
amount  of  work  each  foreman  has  on  hand  to 
perform. 

Each  foreman,  with  his  assistants  and  help- 
ers, is  assigned  to  a  motor  truck  properly 
equipped  with  the  necessary  tools,  fittings  and 
other  material  ordinarily  required  for  work  of 
any  character  which  he  may  be  called  upon 
to  perform. 

A  foreman,  with  but  few  exceptions,  is 
always  assigned  to  the  same  district.  Foremen 
Holroyd,  Mercia  and  Brignolia  cover  the 
Berkeley  and  Albany  districts.  Foreman 
Townsend  devotes  practically  his  entire  time 
to  looking  after  the  needs  of  the  City  of  Ala- 
meda, Foreman  Hale  covers  the  hilly  Pied- 
mont section,  and  Foremen  "Bill"  Johnson, 
R.  Waterman,  Jack  Horan,  P.  J.  Horan,  P. 


J.  Shally  and  T.  R.  Griffin  keep  the  City  of 
Oakland  in  first  class  condition. 

Meter  repairs  are  looked  after  by  C.  Jen- 
sen, E.  Esola  and  Harry  Middleton,  who  are 
all  experts  in  the  handling  of  this  class  of 
work.  Meters  are  our  cash  registers  and  re 
ceive  prompt  attention  by  these  men  should 
defects  occur. 

The  Service  department,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Superintendent,  is  in  charge  of 
Foreman  Frank  Pretti.  The  work  assigned 
to  this  department,  City  of  Oakland  only, 
consists  of  "turn-offs,"  meter  inspections  and 
closing  and  delinquent  bills.  The  Richmond 
district,  which  covers  the  City  of  Richmond 
and  part  of  Contra  Costa  County,  is  kept  in 
good  condition  by  Foremen  George  Pleich 
and  E.  W.  Wilson. 


LAKE    CHABOT       OVER    THE    TOP.  FULL    AND    WASTING    THROUGH    THE    SPILLWAY 

FORTY    MILLION    GALLONS    PER    HOUR,   MARCH    13,    1919. 

13 


April,  1919 


BUBBLES' 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


" BUBBLES " 
FROM   OUR   CORRESPONDENTS 

OAKLAND,  BERKELEY,  ALAMEDA,  RICHMOND 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

GENERAL  Office.  —  Miss  Frances 
Matthews  paid  this  office  a  visit  some 
days  ago.  She  has  returned  to 
Taft,  where  she  has  a  position  with  an  auto- 
mobile concern.  A  gain  of  1  0  pounds  in  a 
month  is  going  some.  Frances  says  that  men 
are  in  the  majority  in 
Taft,  so  why  remain  in 
Oakland?  Now,  girls, 
don't  rush  down  there 
if  you  are  in  the  heavy- 
weight class  or  for  any 
other     reason.        Give 


chc 


Mi 


Gibson  joined 
the  mermaids  at  the 
Piedmont  baths  recent- 
ly. She  said  the  swim- 
ming was  all  right,  but 
that  she  got  "cold 
feet." 

Who   have   we   with 


.    P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 

us  ?       A     budding 


we 

genius,  of  course.  Mr.  Curtin  is  proudly 
exhibiting  a  big  fat  check  from  the  Sunset 
Magazine.  And  just  think  of  it.  He  says 
he  would  never  have  known  of  his  ability 
except  for  our  own  Bubbles.  Now,  boys, 
don't  crowd  and  try  to  borrow.  The  money 
is  spent.  Mr.  Curtin  indignantly  and  "posi- 
lutely"  denies  that  he  is  or  ever  has  been  a 
POET. 

Fred  Till,  Cashier,  has  returned  to  duty 
after  spending  several  weeks  in  the  south, 
where  he  took  the  rest  cure.  Fred  motored 
both  ways  and  states  that  traveling  by  auto- 
mobile is  the  only  way  to  thoroughly  enjoy 
the  sights  and  receive  benefit  from  the  out- 
door life. 

Paul  Magerstadt,  Assistant  Engineer,  has 
been  devoting  much  time  lately  to  special  en- 
gineering work  in  the  Oakland  suburbs. 

Bennie  Andreani  has  been  assigned  to 
duty  with  Paul  Daniels,  Sanitary  Engineer. 
Bennie  fits  in  nicely,  as  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  outlying  properties  of  the  company. 

J.  R.  (Jack)  Hunter,  Purchasing  Agent, 
tackled  some  big  job  the  other  day  when  he 


assumed  the  responsibility  of  piloting  around 
the  city  a  large  number  of  the  members  of 
the  Purchasing  Agents'  Association  of  North- 
ern California.  In  the  evening  all  attended 
a  banquet  and  Jack  did  the  honors  as  toast- 
master.  The  sightseeing  schedule  was  car- 
ried through  without  a  hitch  and  the  ban- 
queters were  entertained  in  a  delightful  man- 
ner with  a  splendidly  arranged  program. 
Leave  it  to  Jack  to  do  things. 

Oakland  Business  Office. — In  olden 
times  the  call  was  from  the  farm  to  the  city, 
but  that  is  not  the  slogan  today,  at  least  Miss 
Sparrow  says  so.  We  understand  that  when 
HE  calls  from  the  country  SHE  will  go  from 
the  city.      Are  we  right? 

After  a  separation  of  several  months,  Miss 
Leeming  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming  her 
soldier  boy.  He  was  sent  to  the  Presidio  at 
San  Francisco  for  discharge,  but  his  stay  was 
brief.  He  has  departed  for  his  home  in 
Arizona,  the  former  residence  of  Miss 
Leeming.  A  little  bird  has  told  us  that  it  is 
not  "goodbye"  but  just  "au  revoir." 

Heard  at  the  beginning  of  Lent: 

Miss  Pollard:  "What  are  you  going  to 
deprive  yourself  of,  Mr.  Hanson?" 

Mr.  Hanson:  "Money,  Miss  Pollard, 
thank  you." 

Mr.  Gifford  has  started  the  annual  vaca- 
tion period.  He  left  a  few  days  ago  for  a 
trip  to  Los  Angeles  by  auto.  We  know  he 
will  have  a  pleasant  time,  as  this  is  a  delight- 
ful time  of  the  year  to  travel  in  the  south. 
Furthermore,  Andy  formerly  resided  there 
and  has  many  friends  in  the  city  of  the 
Angels. 

My!  The  bunch  of  "Waterinos"  who 
participated  in  the  game  Sunday  came  around 
sore  and  stiff  on  Monday.  Tom  Hanson 
stood  most  of  the  day.  Trev  Crafts  wabbled 
somewhat  in  moving  about  and  Ye  Scribe 
navigated  under  difficulties.  Abe  Solomon 
telephoned  in  that  he  was  on  the  job  but  lean- 
ing to  port  a  little.  Those  on  the  meter  read- 
ing force  were  fortunate,  as  Monday  was 
their  day  off.  Wait,  though,  as  soon  as  we 
are  limbered  up  again,  we  are  going  at  'em 
good  and  hard. 
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HERE  THEY  ARE,  VIOLETS  FROM  THE     BASEMENT    :    LEFT  TO  RIGHT: 
COOPER,   MISS  ST.   PIERRE,   MISS  FARRELL,  AND  MRS.  FORKEY. 


MISS  SYLVIA,  MISS 


Morris  Blum,  a  former  employe  of  this 
company,  called  on  us  the  other  day.  He  is 
now  located  in  Hanford  and  from  all  ap- 
pearances is  doing  well. 

Billy  Gemmell  writes  to  us  occasionally 
and  lets  us  know  that  he  is  still  in  the  "land 
of  the  living."  We  are  glad  to  note  he  still 
remembers  the  old  crowd  and  we  appreciate 
the  letters  he  sends.  Good  luck  to  you, 
"Corona"  Bill. 

Another  old  timer  who  called  to  see  us 
was  Charley  Schilling.  Charley  is  a  great 
booster  for  Bubbles  and  informs  us  if  we 
ever  overlook  sending  him  an  issue,  he  will 
sue  us  for  breach  of  contract. 

Mrs.  Edson  has  recently  been  added  to 
our  family.  She  is  located  in  the  collection 
department  and  fills  the  position  made  vacant 
by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Connors,  who  quit 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  on  the  sea  of 
matrimony. 

Summer  is  approaching  and  with  it  the 
relative     sports     and     recreations.       Gifford 


started  things  by  organizing  a  swimming  party 
at  the  Piedmont  Baths.  This  has  now  been 
made  a  weekly  event  and  you  can  find  a  bunch 
of  the  force  sporting  in  the  water  most  any 
Wednesday  evening. 

Miss  Higgins  and  Mrs.  Edson  are  some 
swimmers  and  have  demonstrated  that  they 
are  eligible  for  admission  to  the  mermaids' 
club.  Miss  Silvia  is  doing  nicely  and  ex- 
pects to  be  able  to  swim  a  stroke  or  two  be- 
fore the  season  is  over.  Mr.  Carash  is  also 
very  enthusiastic  about  the  sport.  He  looks 
very  becoming  in  a  bathing  suit,  but  some  of 
the  girls  say  it  is  too  bad  that  his  chest 
slipped  to  his  waist-line. 

Miss  Murdock  has  returned  to  the  Oak- 
land office.  She  has  been  assisting  Mr.  Mc- 
Kean  in  Alameda  for  several  weeks  during 
the  illness  of  Mr.  Finch.  Jim  has  now  fully 
recovered  and  "Bobbie"  has  returned  home. 
We  are  glad  to  have  her  with  us  again. 

Miss  McGrath  has  made  several  promises 
in  regard  to  attending  a  swimming  bee,  but 
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as  yet  has  not  shown  up.  She  says  she  does 
not  care  for  the  sport.  We  wonder  if  that 
is  the  real  reason.  Don't  be  a  piker;  come 
on  and  join  the  gang.  Others  have  taken  a 
chance — and — Oh,  Boy! 

The  "East  Bay  Female  Quartette,"  com- 
posed of  the  Misses  Farrell,  Fisher,  Silvia 
and  De  Cordova,  is  rehearsing  diligently.  We 
expect  to  have  some  GOOD  singing  at  our 
next  banquet. 

Frank  Cressey  went  picnicking  a  few 
Sundays  ago.  Shortly  afterwards  his  face 
began  to  swell.  Frank  says  no  more  joy 
times  in  the  country  during  the  poison  oak 
season. 

Miss  Lawrence  is  now  indulging  in  early 
morning  walks.  She  says  the  fresh  air  does 
her  good.  We  don't  know,  but  beauty  doc- 
tors say  that  plenty  of  walking  keeps  one 
thin.     Maybe  so:    Yes? 


This  is  CARMEN,  who  so  obligingly  says: 
"Water  Company;  number,  please?  Thank 
you." 


'SHUN! 
Guess  who  'tis. 

Our  Mr.  Farrell  is  all  puffed  up  these 
days.  Seventeen  relatives  in  the  parade  Sun- 
day.    Almost  a  regiment  of  Farrell's. 

It  is  with  profound  regret  that  we  speak 
of  the  passing  of  an  old,  tried  and  trusted 
friend  and  fellow  employe,  Jim  Baker. 
Surely  there  is  not  a  person  among  the  at- 
taches of  the  company  but  what  will  say  that 
to  know  Jim  was  to  like  and  love  him.  Al- 
ways pleasant;  always  with  a  smile  and  a 
joke  upon  his  lips;  he  was  a  good  pal,  well 
met.  Jim  has  gone,  but  his  memory  will  ever 
be  green  with  us  and  when  it  comes  our  time 
to  take  the  great  voyage,  let  us  hope  that  we 
leave  behind  us  as  pleasant  recollections  as 
did  James  Whitney  Baker. 

Mr.  Pretti  is  very  much  worried  about  Mr. 
Bush  of  his  department.  Frank  is  afraid 
Bush  will  lose  his  bank  roll.  Just  think  of 
it, — with    butter    worth    its    weight    in    gold, 
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Bush  left  two  pounds  on  the  counter  in  the 
Free  Market,  after  paying  for  it.  Well, 
Frank,  don't  worry ;  any  man  that  can  do 
that  kind  of  a  stunt  is  a  millionaire. 

Fred  Brownell  was  seen  meandering 
around  San  Jose  one  Saturday  night.  We 
don't  get  the  angle,  but  said  he  obeyed  Mr. 
Pretti's  orders.      Give  us  more  dope,  Fred. 

Sol  Hyman  says  that  he  doesn't  mind  col- 
lecting bills  but  does  object  to  a  collection 
of  dog  bites.  He  is  going  to  request  that 
a  permit  be  secured  so  that  he  can  carry 
some  artillery,  then  Mr.  Dog,  look  out. 

Frank  Pretti  is  some  sport  these  days  in 
his  green  "Lizzie"  Pierce  Arrow.  Frank 
says  she  can  make  1  02  miles  an  hour.  We 
think  Frank  is  about  right,  provided  he  took 
off  a  hundred.  Anyway,  he's  going  to  use 
it  as  a  "water  wagon"  in  the  ball  game. 

Mr.  Cavanaugh,  recently  discharged  from 
the  navy,  is  back  again  at  his  old  job  in  the 
meter  department.  He  has  many  tales  to 
tell  of  experiences  on  the  briny  deep,  but  says 
he  is  satisfied  to  be  a  land  lubber. 

Mr.  Drinkwater,  the  oldest  collector  in 
our  employ,  celebrated  his  birthday  the  other 
day.  The  boys  all  gave  him  the  glad  hand 
and  wished  him  prosperity  and  success  for 
another  three-quarters  of  a  century.  Puzzle: 
About  how  old  is  he? 

Corporation  Yard — "Shorty"  Hunter 
is  a  good  mixer,  but  recently  when  he  was  so 
unfortunate  as  to  step  into  a  vat  of  lime, 
submerged  under  a  covering  of  mother 
earth,  he  did  not  mix,  but  just  simply 
damaged  his  clothing  to  the  extent  of 
$2.50  (cleaner's  bill)  and  almost  fright- 
ened to  death  several  employes  of  the 
Sunset  Lumber  Company.  Shorty  escaped 
bodily  injury,  and  to  show  his  disposition 
about  the  accident,  sprung  one  of  his  "Quaker 
Oat  smiles,"  much  to  the  relief  of  the  res- 
cuers. 

Yep !  We  have  a  garden  at  the  yard  now. 
No,  not  a  vegetable  patch  or  a  war  garden, 
but  an  honest-to-goodness  flower  bed  with  a 
variety  of  California  beauties.  Joe  Bianchini 
is  the  proud  caretaker  of  the  garden,  and 
from  its  appearance  knows  plant  life  like  a 
book.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Davie,  care- 
taker of  Central  Reservoir,  for  the  beautiful 
gems  from  mother  nature's  wardrobe. 

Frank  Lima,  gate  tender,  left  the  employ 
of  the  company  April  1  st  on  account  of  ill 
health.      W.  G.  Killips,  who  was  employed 


as  an  engineer  at  2 1  st  Avenue  Pumping  Plant 
for  a  long  period  of  years,  has  been  engaged 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

This  issue  of  BUBBLES  would  not  be 
complete  without  mentioning  "Pop"  Walter 
Anderson,  our  blacksmith.  Walter  is  a  skilled 
tradesman  and  when  given  a  job  he  can  be 
depended  upon  to  do  it  well. 

Yard  Foreman  Ed  McKinney  is  indeed  a 
hustler.  His  supervision  of  yard  work  is  par 
excellence,  and  furthermore  he  is  the  same  old 
"Mac"  every  day  in  the  week,  good  natured 
and  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  all. 

Tom  McGuire  is  again  our  nightwatch- 
man.  No  fear  or  alarm  need  be  felt  for  the 
safety  of  property  and  material  while  he's  on 
the  job. 

A.  D.  Vance  is  one  of  Uncle  Sam's  fight- 
ing boys  who  saw  service  in  the  front  line 
trenches  and  is  now  employed  at  the  yard  as 
night  garage  man.  He  shows  equal  ability 
in  his  work  here,  as  is  typical  of  the  Ameri- 
can boys  who  fought  and  defeated  the  Huns 
at  every  turn  over  there. 

The  interior  of  the  yard  office  has  been 
beautified  1  00  per  cent  by  the  acquisition  of 
four  house  plants  from  the  Central  Reservoir 
gardens. 

Our  sympathy  and  condolence  are  con- 
veyed through  the  columns  of  BUBBLES  to 
the  Horan  brothers,  Patrick  and  John,  con- 
struction foremen,  in  the  loss  of  their  beloved 
brother,  C.  Horan,  who  passed  away  recently 
after  a  long  illness. 

Joe  Jasper,  former  night  garage  man,  is 
now  among  those  present  during  the  day  help- 
ing to  keep  things  moving. 

Well,  why  shouldn't  we  strut?  Some 
game,  'eh!  While  we  don't  want  to  rub 
it  in  a-tall,  still  we  feel  that  plain  talk  is 
quite  proper  at  this  time.  The  Yardinos  are 
a  proud  lot,  and  we  can  only  refer  to  our 
opponents,  the  Waterinos,  as  woefully  lack- 
ing when  it  comes  to  real  baseball  science. 
The  Yardinos  is  some  team,  and  under  the 
managership  of  Frank  Pretti  we  are  ready 
to  meet  any  aggregation  the  commercial  de- 
partment may  assemble.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  a  pleasant  time  when  we  "break 
bread"  with  the  Waterinos  at  their  expense. 

J.  Bishop,  fresh  from  the  battle  fields  of 
Europe,  where  he  served  in  Uncle  Sam's 
forces,  is  an  employe  in  Supt.  Stevens'  depart- 
ment. He  is  foreman  of  a  gang  engaged  in 
renovating  the  company's  reservation  at  San 
Leandro  Lake. 
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BERKELEY  DIVISION 

THE  arrival  of  an  eight-pound  boy  at 
the  home  of  John  Frick  has  so  elated 
"Jawn"  that  he  appears  too  proud  to 
notice  we  folk.  He  is  bubbling  over  with  joy, 
and  reports  that  in  three  weeks  the  boy  has 
gained  two  pounds.  At  this  rate  the  boy 
should  develop  into  a 
"whopper."  The  of- 
fice force  extends  con- 
gratulations and  best 
wishes  to  the  mother, 
father  and  son. 

Mrs.  Hodghinson, 
formerly  employed  in 
this  office,  now  resides 
in  Livermore.  The  of- 
fice force  were  invited 
to  her  home  to  partake 
of  one  of  her  famous 
dinners,  the  date  set 
being  April  1 3  th. 
Well,  seeing  is  believ- 
ing and  eating  is  convincing.  We  ate  chicken 
and  noodles  until  we  could  eat  no  more.  A 
most  enjoyable  time  was  had  at  the  Hodghin- 
son's  hospitable  home.  The  male  members 
of  the  party  played  ball  while  the  fair  sex 
enjoyed  horseback  riding.  We  are  greatly 
indebted  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodghinson  for 
providing  us  with  such  a  splendid  day  of 
pleasure. 


C.  M.  WORMAN 

Correspondent 


Miss  Edna  Higgins  met  with  a  painful 
accident  recently.  While  hurrying  from  her 
home  to  catch  a  street  car  she  sprained  her 
ankle.  Being  alone  at  home  at  the  time  she 
experienced  some  trouble  in  getting  to  the 
house  and  calling  for  medical  assistance.  We 
are  glad  to  announce  that  she  has  recovered 
sufficiently  to  permit  of  her  moving  about  and 
is  again  occupying  her  desk. 

We  are  quite  proud  of  the  very  efficient 
manner  in  which  Supt.  Farrell's  meter  repair 
force,  Messrs.  Jensen,  Middleton  and  Esola, 
are  performing  their  duties.  Our  meters  were 
never  in  better  condition,  and  the  thoroughness 
in  the  upkeep  of  the  equipment  is  due  to  the 
conscientious  and  painstaking  manner  in 
which  these  men  labor.  The  meter  readers, 
too,  are  ever  on  the  alert,  and  through  their 
vigilance,  defects  are  promptly  reported. 

R.  (Dick)  J.  Garrett,  formerly  of  this 
office,  favored  us  with  a  visit  recently.  Dick 
is  now  located  in  San  Francisco  and  has  a 
very  lucrative  position  with  the  Sperry  Flour 
Company.  His  many  friends  with  our  com- 
pany will  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  through 

Bubbles. 

We  have  just  passed  through  a  general 
house  cleaning — sort  of  renovating  streak. 
Our  "paid  files"  have  been  transferred  and 
a  rearrangement  of  store  space  in  the  base- 
ment permits  of  better  working  quarters. 


CLAREMONT    RESERVOIR,    BERKELEY,    CLEAN  AS  A  PIN  AND  ALL  READY  TO  BE  DRESSED 
UP  WITH  ITS  NEW  BONNET    (COVER). 
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ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

NOW  that  Spring  is  here  and  a  most 
generous  supply  of  water  is  guaran- 
teed everybody,  we  look  forward  to  a 
prosperous  year  in  the  gardens.  In  fact 
everybody  that  has  a  little  spare  ground  is 
putting  in  a  garden  and  old  "H.  C.  L."  is 
doomed  for  an  early 
fall. 

One  of  our  most  en- 
thusiastic gardeners  is 
Joe  Paladini,  who  has 
been  putting  in  his 
spare  time  during  the 
lunch  hour  in  laying 
out  a  little  patch  of 
Italian  forget-me-nots. 
Already  the  little  gar- 
lics or  garlicae  (which- 
ever is  plural  for  gar- 
GEO.  A.  McKEAN  hc>  are  Pushing  their 
Correspondent  fragrant     little     heads 

out  of  the  ground,  and 
before  long  Joe  will  be  able  to  supply  one  of 
the  important  parts  of  the  menu  for  Mr. 
Pretti's  famous  banquets. 

For  the  convenience  of  our  patrons  and 
public  in  general,  our  office  lobby  is  now 
equipped  with  a  golden  oak  settee,  which  is 
very  pretty  as  well  as  a  useful  addition  to  our 
modern  equipment. 

James  Finch  is  now  back  on  the  job,  hav- 
ing fully  recovered  from  his  recent  illness. 
Jim  says  "You  can't  keep  a  good  man  down," 
but  when  making  such  utterances  he  generally 
touches  wood. 

Miss  Feidler  enjoyed  a  week-end  visit 
renewing  acquaintances  among  her  old  school 
mates  at  San  Jose.  A  trip  was  made  up  to 
Mt.  Hamilton,  where  a  wonderful  view  of  the 
surrounding  country  with  its  orchards  all  in 
bloom  and  a  distant  view  of  Monterey  Bay 
amply  repaid  them  for  the  steep  and  perilous 
climb. 

Our  foreman  Jack  Townsend  is  about  his 
duties  nursing  a  badly  lacerated  eyeball,  hav- 
ing been  struck  by  a  piece  of  steel  while 
making  repairs  to  a  hydrant.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  do  a  little  cutting  in  order  to  remove 
a  particle  of  steel,  but  Jack  says  that  in  a  few 
days  all  the  inflammation  will  have  disap- 
peared and  expects  no  serious  results  from  his 
experience. 


Charlotte  M. 
Tueck 

Correspondent 


RICHMOND  DIVISION 

MANAGER  C.  E.  CLARK  attended 
the  meeting  of  Secretaries  of  the  State 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Monterey 
as     a     representative     from     Contra     Costa 
County. 

W.  J.  La  Franz  has  joined  our  force  as 
collector.  Mr.  La 
Franz  has  been  em- 
ployed by  this  com- 
pany for  the  past  eight 
years  as  pumper  at 
Alvarado  and  more  re- 
cently at  the  Richmond 
Pumping  Plants. 

Albert  Chamber- 
lain, formerly  pumpers 
at  San  Pablo  Wells, 
has  journeyed  to  Los 
Angeles  for  a  visit. 

Kenneth  Hall  is  re- 
covering   from    an    in- 
jury   to    his    hand    re- 
ceived while  assisting  Foreman  Pleich  of  the 
Service  Department. 

Miss  Helen  Fussell,  former  clerk  in  this 
office,  paid  us  a  visit  during  the  past  month. 

Much  building  activity  during  the  past  two 
weeks  is  keeping  our  Service  Department  ex- 
tremely busy.  Four  new  business  houses  are 
being  added  to  our  city. 

San  Pablo  Wells  No.  1  and  Richmond 
Wells  have  been  closed  temporarily  by  Super- 
intendent Farrell  for  overhauling.  R.  C. 
Wood,  Pumper,  is  busily  engaged  these  days 
painting  and  overhauling  machinery  of  said 
plants. 

Fire  hydrants  are  being  installed  in  the  El 
Cerrito  District  by  the  Oakland  construction 
crew  in  charge  of  P.  Horan. 

Much  activity  is  observed  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Ellis  Landing,  inner  harbor.  It  is 
understood  that  street  improvements  will  be 
made  and  dockage  facilities  will  follow  later. 

Our  office  is  to  be  remodeled  and  partitions 
removed.  Storage  space  for  small  equipment 
will  be  provided  and  new  partitions  placed  in 
a  manner  that  will  allow  us  to  deal  with  the 
public  with  a  greater  degree  of  ease. 

Chief  Accountant  Smith  dropped  in  last 
week  and  asked  for  the  keys  and  cash.  He 
made  the  usual  audit. 
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PATROLLING  WATER  SHEDS 


THE  drainage  area  (water  shed)  from 
which  Lake  San  Leandro,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  East  Bay  Water  Company, 
receives  its  water,  covers  approximately  42 
square  miles,  and  the  drainage  area  from 
which  the  great  San  Pablo  project  will  be 
supplied  covers  about  36  square  miles. 
These  properties  are  in  the  country  division 
which  is  under  the  supervision  of  Paul  I. 
Daniels,   Superintendent   and   Sanitary   Engi- 


see  that  the  water  companies  keep  their  prop- 
erties comprising  their  water  shed  areas  in  the 
proper  sanitary  condition. 

Patrols  are  on  duty  every  day  in  the  year 
and  are  sometimes  referred  to  as  range  riders. 
All  range  riders  are  sworn  in  as  deputy  sher- 
iffs, (counties  of  Alameda  and  Contra 
Costa),  and  have  full  power  to  enforce  the 
law  and  should  occasion  demand  it,  arrest 
violators. 


Harry  Hauschildt,  Range  Rider,  East  Bay  Water  Company. 


neer.  These  areas  not  only  include  land  and 
buildings  owned  by  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company,  but  much  privately  owned  prop- 
erty. 

In  order  to  keep  these  large  water  shed 
areas  free  from  refuse,  filth  or  decayed  mat- 
ter, it  is  necessary  for  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company  to  maintain  a  patrol  guard.  The 
state  laws  provide  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  health  of  the  people  by  empowering 
the  State  Board  of  Health  to  enforce  laws 
covering  sanitation  and  one  of  the  important 
functions  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  to 


In  addition  to  patrolling  the  East  Bay 
Water  Company's  properties,  all  privately 
owned  property  within  the  water  shed  areas 
are  visited  regularly  and  carefully  inspected. 
Occupants  are  required  to  comply  with  the 
state  laws  relating  to  sanitation.  The  moving 
about  of  animals  is  restricted  to  certain  parts 
of  land  only,  and  in  most  cases  the  topog- 
raphy of  the  land  governs  the  pasture  assign- 
ments for  livestock.  Residences,  barns  and 
livestock  pens  receive  special  attention  by  the 
patrolmen  and  drainage  from  locations  occu- 
pied by  such  buildings  is  watched  closely. 
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COLLECTING  AND  DISTRIBUTING  A  DOMESTIC 
WATER  SUPPLY 

PAUL  I.  DANIELS,  Superintendent  Water  Supply  -  Sanitation 


THE  following  article  is  intended  only 
as  a  brief  outline  of  the  general 
methods  used  in  procuring  and  caring 
for  a  water  supply  intended  principally  for 
domestic  uses.  The  entire  subject  in  detail  is 
very  extensive  and  it  would  be  impractical  in 
a  short  article  to  present  more  than  a  brief 
summary,  eliminating  the  strictly  technical. 

Complete  data  covering  all  details  of  the 
subject  is  not  easily  obtained  from  any  single 
publication,  therefore  much  of  the  material  in 
the  following  is  freely  borrowed  from  various 
publications,  combined  with  personal  expe- 
rience in  connection  with  the  East  Bay  Water 
Company. 

For  convenience  this  article  will  be  divided 
into    sections,    namely:     Collection,    Storage, 


Purification  and  Distribution;  purification 
or  sanitation  being  more  or  less  a  part  of  the 
entire  subject.  No  distinct  lines  will  be 
drawn  between  the  divisions,  each  being 
treated  without  particular  regard  one  to  the 
other. 

Supplies  of  fresh  water,  both  surface  and 
underground,  are  dependent  upon  rain,  snow 
or  ice  for  their  replenishment.  In  this  lo- 
cality the  annual  amount  of  rainfall  is  of  the 
most  importance,  and  as  this  vicinity  is 
seldom  over  supplied,  the  situation  at  times 
becomes  very  difficult  and  costly.  The 
annual  rainfall  at  San  Leandro  Lake 
(Chabot)  over  a  period  of  40  years,  1878 
to  1918,  has  not  exceeded  4 1  inches  in  any 
one  season,  the  average  for  the  entire  period 
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being  about  22  inches.  This  may  seem  to 
be  a  large  amount,  but  not  so  when  compared 
with  records  of  rainfall  in  other  localities  in 
the  United  States  with  a  rainfall  up  to  60 
inches,  or  as  in  extreme  example — the  rain- 


fall in  the  hills  near  Calcutta,  India,  which 
amounted  to  500  inches  (41  feet  8  inches) 
during  a  period  of  six  months. 

Rainfall  is  very  aptly  described  by  Ellms 
in  his  book,   "Water  Purification,"  page  8: 


"From  the  water  surfaces  of  the  earth  the  sun  is  constantly  evaporating  enormous 
volumes  of  water,  which  are  again  condensed  and  precipitated  upon  the  land  and  water 
surfaces  as  rain,  snow  and  ice.  That  which  falls  upon  the  land  surfaces  of  the  earth  is 
disposed  of  in  different  ways.  Some  of  the  water  is  evaporated  again ;  some  is  absorbed  by 
growing  vegetation ;  some  flows  directly  over  the  ground  into  the  rivers  and  lakes  ;  and  some 
sinks  into  the  soil  to  become  the  subterranean  water  of  the  earth.  The  amount  of  water 
precipitated  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  in  any  particular  region  depends  upon  a  number  of 
factors.  Warm  air  which  is  saturated  with  water  in  the  form  of  vapor  will  only  precipitate 
this  moisture  when  sufficiently  cooled.  Air  currents  may  be  cooled  by  coming  into  contact 
with  the  cold  surfaces  of  the  earth,  or  by  being  forced  upward  by  mountain  ranges  into  colder 
air  currents  at  lower  levels.     Precipitation  of  water  will  take  place  under  these  conditions." 

"The  water  thus  precipitated  is  as  near  pure  water  as  may  be  found  under  natural 
condiiioni.  It  probably  will  contain  minute  quantities  of  nitrogen  compounds,  such  as  ammonium 
salts  ar.d  some  organic  matter  consisting  of  plant  spores  and  bactena.  It  will  also  contain  in 
solution  small   quantities   of  gases,   oxygen   and   carbon   dioxide. 

"As  the  descending  rain  or  snow  approaches  the  earth,  it  washes  out  of  the  atmosphere 
suspended  particles  of  dust  and  thus  purifies  the  air.  These  impurities  will,  of  course,  be 
found  in  the  rain  water  if  collected  before  reaching  the  ground.  Rain  water  caught  in  our 
large  cities  is  much  more  impure  than  that  collected  in  the  open  country.  The  impurities 
swept  from  the  air  are  relatively  in  small  amounts  as  compared  with  those  acquired  by  the 
water  after  reaching  the  earth;  but  they  are  the  first  of  the  disso'  :ed  and  suspended  con- 
stituents to  be  taken  up  by  the  water,  and  are  soon  increased  in  amount  and  kind  after  the  water 
reaches  the  ground." 


COLLECTION 

An  area  of  land  on  which  the  rainfall 
drains  to  any  one  given  point,  natural  lake, 
reservoir  or  other,  is  known  as  a  watershed. 
This  watershed  then  is  the  first  stage  in  the 
collection  of  a  water  supply.  The  character 
and  topography  of  the  watershed  naturally 
influences  the  quantity  and  to  an  extent  the 
quality  of  water  which  eventually  reaches  the 
pomt  of  storage.  The  total  amount  of  rain 
precipitated  does  not  of  course  reach  the 
storage  point. 

The  amount  which  sinks  into  the  soil  finds 
its  way  to  various  points — some  to  make  local 
springs,  some  sinks  lower  in  the  earth  through 
gravel  stratas  and  becomes  impounded  in  vast 
underground  water  areas,  these  areas  in  turn 
becoming  the  source  of  naturally  flowing 
wells  or  wells  pumped  by  mechanical  means. 
The  water  supply  at  Alvarado  (the  large 
pumping  plant  operated  by  this  Company) 
is  obtained  from  such  a  source;  the  under- 
lying gravel  bed  of  which  this  area  consists 
is  known  as  the  Niles  Cone,  and  although 
this  supply  has  been  continually  pumped  from 
for  many  years,  some  of  the  wells  will  start 
a  natural  flow  within  a  few  hours  after  the 
pumps  on  them  have  been  stopped. 

If  the  area  of  watershed  consists  of  land 


of  a  steep  mountainous  character,  the  rain  will 
rapidly  run  off  the  surface  and  into  the 
streams  and  to  the  lake,  so  that  only  a  small 
quantity  is  lost  by  sinking  into  the  soil  and  a 
very  small  amount  by  evaporation.  If  the 
land  is  of  a  sandy  or  light  nature,  consider- 
able of  the  soil  is  carried  along  with  the  water 
and  deposited  in  the  streams  and  reservoirs, 
the  heavier  settling  naturally  and  the  lighter 
remaining  in  suspension  until  settled  by  chem- 
ical process,  by  filtration  or  by  both. 

Some  of  the  precipitation  on  the  water- 
shed sinks  into  the  soil  and  follows  along 
porous  underground  strata  to  the  point  of 
storage.  The  amount  which  sinks  to  lower 
stratas  depends  greatly  upon  the  character  of 
the  soil,  the  proportion  of  coarse  material  of 
which  it  is  composed,  such  as  boulders,  coarse 
gravel  and  sand.  Clay  and  more  or  less  solid 
rock  formations  being  the  better  for  carrying 
off  the  surface  waters,  they  are  also  less  likely 
to  wash  into  and  fill  the  streams  and  reser- 
voirs during  periods  of  heavy  runoff.  A  flat 
watershed  area  is  objectionable  as  tending  to 
create  small  pools  and  swampy  places  which 
become  unsanitary  during  the  time  of  no  rain- 
fall or  not  enough  to  cause  the  streams  to 
flow. 

The  growth  of  trees  and  shrubs  on  the 
watershed  is   of  considerable  value   as  tend- 
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ing  to  decrease  evaporation  by  lowering  the 
temperature.  They  also  prevent,  to  an 
extent,  the  washing  away  of  the  soil  and  filling 
up  of  water  ways;  their  value  in  this  way 
possibly  more  than  offsets  the  value  of  the 
amount  of  water  absorbed  by  them. 

The  watershed  which  supplies  San  Lean- 
dro  Lake  (Chabot)  consists  of  an  area 
of  42.05  square  miles,  the  upper  portion, 
which  is  approximately  one-third  of  the  total 
area,  is  known  as  Moraga  Valley  and  is 
made  up  of  a  rather  flat  country  with  occa- 
sional low  hills.  The  soil  is  mostly  heavy 
adobe  with  very  little  sand  or  gravel.  This 
portion  of  the  watershed  has  very  little  loss 
of  water  by  percolation  owing  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  soil,  and  for  the  same  reason 
there  is  a  minimum  amount  of  soil  deposited 
in  the  streams.  The  other  two-thirds  of  the 
watershed  is  of  a  more  rough  character,  with 
here  and  there  a  few  acres  of  rather  level 
land.  The  soil  in  this  section  is  more  porous, 
consisting   principally   of   rocks,    sandy   loam 


and  gravel.  Most  of  the  sediment  deposited 
in  the  Lake  comes  from  this  section  of  the 
watershed.  The  lower  portion,  through 
which  San  Leandro  creek  flows,  is  densely 
covered  with  various  trees  and  shrubs,  the 
principal  trees  being  Redwood,  Oak,  Laurel, 
Madrone,  Alder  and  Willow,  the  two  latter 
growing  in  the  creek  bottoms. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  employ 
patrolmen  on  the  watershed  areas.  It  is  their 
duty  to  inspect  all  premises,  whether  owned 
by  the  East  Bay  Water  Company  or  others, 
to  prevent  wilful  pollution  of  streams  by  resi- 
dents on  the  watershed  or  by  persons  who 
may  be  in  transit.  Patrolmen  have  authority 
to  eject  or  arrest  persons  found  polluting  the 
water  or  building  camp  fires  which  may  cause 
damage  to  surrounding  territory.  Persons 
are  not  allowed  to  camp  in  or  along  creeks; 
to  bathe  or  wade  in  them,  nor  to  deposit  any- 
thing of  a  detrimental  nature  in  the  waters 
supplying  a  community.  Under  the  laws  of 
this  State,  violators  are  punishable  by  a  fine  of 


Portion  of  Moraga  Valley 
flat  country  and  low  hill  section 


June,   1919 


BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


one  thousand  dollars  or  imprisonment  for  one 
year. 

It  should  not  be  necessary  to  force  people 
to  keep  a  water  supply  free  from  pollution, 
for  those  who  pollute  the  water  may  be  the 
very  ones  to  partake  of  the  same  polluted 
water  at  another  point.  To  be  clean  and 
sanitary  even  in  the  country  costs  very  little 
money  and  effort.  Each  person  owes  it  to 
the  community  in  general,  and  to  one's  self 
in  particular,  to  see  that  the  laws  governing 
the  sanitation  of  a  water  supply  are  observed 
in  every  respect.  If  a  water  is  safe  to  start 
with,  it  is  much  easier  to  keep  it  so,  as  any 
additional  cost  which  may  be  entailed  result- 
ing from  the  wilful  pollution  of  a  water 
supply  is  borne  by  the  general  public  in  the 
end.  It  would  seem  to  be  more  reasonable  if 
each  and  every  person  were  to  observe  the 
sanitary  regulations  applying  to  water  sup- 
plies in  all  locations  at  all  times. 

(To  be   continued) 


A   FUNNY   LETTER 

California,    Oakland, 
June  de  two  two. 

Deer  Oldt  Fat  Hed: 

As  I  haf  nudding  to  do  und  vish  to  did  it, 
I  tot  I  vud  took  my  pen  undt  pottle  of  ink 
in  mine  handt  und  tiperite  you  a  few  ladders. 
Blease  oxcuse  dis  led  bensil. 

Ve  are  all  veil  ad  present,  except  mine 
brudder;  he  vos  kicked  in  de  supurban  las 
nite  by  a  mule — de  mule  is  not  oxpected  to 
lift. 

Your  rich  aunty  who  diedt  from  patipa- 
tion  of  the  hart  ven  you  vos  here  is  still  deadt 
und  doing  nicely.  I  hope  dis  vill  findt  you 
de  same.  After  she  vos  dead,  ve  foundt 
fifteen  tousandt  tollars  sewed  up  in  an  old 
bussell  that  she  left  behindt,  so  therefore  you 
are  no  longer  a  poor  man  but  a  dutchmans. 

You  are  still  an  orfant,  de  only  relatings 
you  haff  got  lefting  iss  an  unkle  who  vas 
kilt  in  de  last  war.  Your  brudder  Paul  vent 
to  vurk  diss  mornink;  de  job  vill  last  aboudt 
six  munts,  but  might  get  oudt  sooner  on  good 
pehaviour. 

Pisiness  has  been  dull  since  you  lefted, 
especially  de  saloon  pisiness.  Your  vife  was 
took  to  the  insanity  asylum  tomorrow.  She 
vos  crazy  to  see  you. 


I  saw  your  liddle  poy  Harry  dis  morning 
for  de  first  time,  I  tank  he  looks  just  like  you, 
but  oddervise  he  is  all  right  so  I  vud  not 
wurre  aboudt  dat  if  I  wass  you. 

I  am  sendink  by  sparcels  spost  your  over- 
koat  and  as  dey  charge  so  much  a  pundt  to 
sendt  it,  I  cut  off  de  buttons.  Hoping  diss 
vill  pruve  sadisfaction.  You  vill  findt  de 
buttons  in  de  inside  of  the  vess  pocket.  My 
fadder  got  his  lisense  to  be  a  ingineer  on  a 
peenut  roster. 

I  almost  forgot  to  tell  you  dat  I  got  mar- 
riet  last  week.  I  got  a  pretty  good  vife 
name  Ida.  She  is  from  Richmond,  but  I 
tink  I  could  have  got  a  petter  vun  at  Berkeley, 
as  dey  have  a  larger  stock  to  seleck  from. 

Your  cousin  Walter  bot  a  suit  from 
Sheenie  Levi  on  5  th  Street.  Dat's  ver  ve 
get  our  ulsters  und  everythink  so  cheep. 

As  diss  is  all  I  have  got  to  say,  I  vill 
klose  mine  face  and  oxpect  you  to  do  the 
same.  Hoping  diss  vill  reech  you  pefore 
you  get  it,  und  dat  you  vill  answer  pefore 
dat,  I  reemain  your  secund  to  de  last  con- 
fectionery kusin. 

Otto  Mobile. 

P.  S. — In  case  you  do  not  get  diss  letter, 
write  and  let  me  know  und  I  vill  sendt  it 
to  you  at  onced. 


NO  TIME  FOR  WORK 

A  man  went  into  a  store  and  applied  for 
work.  He  said  he  wanted  a  salary  of 
$1,500.00;  he  was  told  he  was  not  worth 
the  money,  and  he  naturally  asked  the  rea- 
son. He  was  told  the  reason,  as  follows: 
Each  year  has  365  days.  You  sleep  8  hours 
each  day,  which  equals  1 22  days.  This 
leaves  243  days.  You  rest  8  hours  each 
day,  which  equals  122  days;  this  leaves  122 
days.  There  are  52  Sundays  each  year 
that  you  don't  work  equals  52  days;  this 
leaves  69  days.  You  have  a  half-day  off 
each  Saturday,  which  equals  26  days;  this 
leaves  43  days.  You  have  one  and  one- 
half  hours  for  lunch,  which  equals  28  days; 
this  leaves  1  5  days.  You  get  2  weeks'  vaca- 
tion each  year,  which  equals  1 4  days ;  this 
leaves  1  day,  this  being  the  Fourth  of  July, 
and  we  don't  work  on  that  day. — Pipe 
Progress. 
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THE  REALIZATION  OF  OUR  DREAMS 


HELEN  P.  ARMSTRONG. 


D[D  you  ever  stop  to  think  how  much 
the  dreams  we  dream  in  waking  hours 
depend  upon  money?  It  is  neces- 
sary to  make  almost  every  dream  come  true. 
You  dream  each  year  of  a  wonderful  trip 
during  your  vacation,  but  it  will  never  ma- 
terialize unless  you  have  the  money. 

If  you  desire  true  happiness,  you  must 
make  your  dreams  come  true.  Spending 
everything  we  have  today  is  not  the  way  to 
happiness.  Next  year  you  may  want  that 
wonderful  dream  trip  and  there  will  be  no 
money  in  your  purse  to  pay  the  price.  Every- 
thing in  life  that  is  worth  while  must  be  paid 
for.  Patience  and  a  sense  of  values  play  a 
large  part  in  getting  what  we  want.  It  is 
much  better  to  go  without  something  today 
that  we  may  have  something  better  next  week 
or  next  year. 

The  war  is  over,  but  we  must  practice  con- 
servation, saving  and  thrift,  as  it  spells  suc- 
cess and  happiness  and  dreams  come  true. 

Looking  at  a  twenty-five-cent  Thrift 
Stamp  you  may  say,  "That  cannot  bring 
much  happiness."  Every  twenty-five-cent 
Thrift  Stamp  purchased  helps  to  realize  some 
of  our  dreams.  If  you  don't  live  up  to  your 
ideals,  they're  useless.  War-Savings  Stamps 
will  help  to  make  realities  of  your  dreams. 

If  you  are  a  spendthrift,  there  is  no  better 
way  to  begin  to  be  a  "saver"  than  by  put- 
ting every  cent  you  can  into  Thrift  Stamps 
and  War-Savings  Stamps. 

If  you  long  to  commune  with  Nature  in 
the  dense  wilderness  where  huge  cliffs  of 
granite  prop  up  to  the  sky,  where  silver  water- 
falls melt  into  spray ;  if  you  have  a  longing 
to  see  the  wonderful  masterpieces  of  the 
Creator — then  start  putting  your  Thrift 
Stamps  away  today.  Some  bright,  happy 
tomorrow  you  will  find  the  price  to  realize 
your  dreams. 

You  can  have  many  things  you  want  if 
you  will  only  persevere  and  save  systemat- 
ically. It  takes  courage  and  grit  to  save  a 
bit  here  and  there,  day  by  day  and  week  by 
week,  and  in  spite  of  everything  keep  the 
blue  and  green  stamps  piling  up. 

But — don't  cheat  yourself  any  longer. 
Start  buying  Thrift  Stamps  and  War-Savings 
Stamps  and  do  it  now.  You  will  be  sur- 
prised how  soon  your  dreams  will  come  true. 


Don't  let  your  whims  deprive  you  of  the 
things  you  really  want.  Thrift  is  the  com- 
mand of  one's  own  resolution. 

If  you  have  Liberty  Bonds,  invest  the 
interest  in  War-Savings.  Make  your  inter- 
est earn  interest.  War-Savings  Stamps  and 
Thrift  Stamps  offer  an  investment  to  every 
one  who  has  will  power  and  backbone  enough 
to  lay  aside  twenty-five  cents — a  Govern- 
ment bond  to  which  the  poorest  have  full 
access. 

On  July  1,  1919,  War-Savings  Stamps 
will  cost  $4. 1 8  and  one  cent  additional  is 
added  each  month.  On  January  1 ,  1 924, 
the  United  States  will  pay  you  $5  for  each 
War-Savings  Stamp  you  hold.  4  per  cent 
interest,  compounded  semi-annually. 

War-Savings  Stamps  of  the  series  of  1919 
should  not  be  pasted  on  1918  certificates  as 
they  are  to  be  redeemed  in  1923. 

If  you  have  1 6  Thrift  Stamps,  add  1 8 
cents  and  exchange  them  for  a  War-Savings 
Stamp.      Thrift  Stamps  do  not  bear  interest. 

During  the  past  year  20  million  Americans 
bought  War-Savings  Stamps.  This  year  the 
number  should  be  at  least  doubled.  Half 
the  year  is  over.  How  many  have  you  pur- 
chased? 

Start  Now  To  Make  Your  Dreams  Come 
True. 


A  WAIL  FROM  THE  BOYS 

Darling,   I  am  coming  back, 
Silver  threads  among  the  black ; 
Now  that  peace  in  Europe  nears, 
I'll   be   home   in  seven  years. 

I  11  drop  in  on  you  some  night, 
With  my  whiskers   long  and  white. 
Yes,   the  war  is   over,   dear 
And  we're   going  home,   I  hear. 

Home  again  with  you  once  more — 
Say,  by  nineteen  twenty-four, 
Once  I   thought  by  now  I'd  be 
Sailing  back  across  the  sea. 

Back   to   where  you   sit   and  pine — 
But  I'm  stuck  here  on   the   Rhine. 
You   can   hear   the   gang   all  curse, 
"War   is   hell,   but   peace   is   worse." 

When  the  next  war  comes  around 
In  the  front  line  I'll  be  found. 
I'll  rush  in   again  pell-mell ; 
Yes  I  will— like  hell,  like  hell. 

SHORT  CIRCUIT. 
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THOS.  R.  GRIFFIN 

THERE   was   published   in    the    February   issue    of 
"Bubbles"    information    regarding    the    death    of 
Thos.    R.    Griffin,    formerly    with    this    Company, 
who  went  "over  there"  with  the  First  Gas  Regiment, 
A.  E.  F. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Russell  Lowry,  Vice- 
President,  American  National  Bank  of  San  Francisco, 
and  who  is  related  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  Major 
John  B.  Garlock,  of  the  First  Gas  Regiment,  the 
article  was  marked  and  passed  to  Major  Garlock. 
The  following  letter  contains  the  first  and  only  auth- 
entic information  regarding  young  Griffin's  death  the 
bereaved  parents  and  family  have  received : 

San  Francisco,   Calif.,   May  28,    1919. 
My  dear  Mr.  Thatcher: 

In   a   recent   issue   of   your   company   publication — 
"Bubbles,"    I    noticed    an    article    about    a   young  man 
named    Griffin,    the    son    of    one    of    your    employees, 
who   lost   his   life   in   the   service   of   the  United  States 
Army   while    serving   in    the   First    Gas    Regiment.       I 
marked   the   article   and  sent   it  to   my   cousin,   Major 
John     B.     Garlock,     who    was     in     command     of     the 
First  Gas  Regiment  when  it  returned  from  France.     I 
have    just    received    a    letter    from    Major    Garlock, 
giving   some   particulars    of    the    unfortunate    incident, 
and   will    quote    the    letter    herewith    so    that    the   in- 
formation may  be  communicated  to  Griffin's  parents : 
"Griffin   was    drowned    on    December    19th,    in 
the  Marne  River,   at   the  little   town  of  Choigne, 
almost  a  suburb   of  Chaumont-sur-Marne,  where 
the   General  Headquarters   of   the  A.   E.   F.   was. 
The    river    was    in    flood    at    the    time,    and    the 
village  wash-house,  which  stood  along  the  river, 
was  under  water.      It  is  presumed   that  he  went 
down  to  wash  some  clothes  and  fell  in.    A  couple 
of  French  women  had  done  so  the  day  previous. 
At  the  time,  however,  we  had  no  inkling  of  his 
fate.     No  one  had  seen  him,  and  as  a  couple  of 
other  men  in  his   company  also  failed   to  •  report 
at    taps,   it   was    thought    they   had   gone   Absent 
Without   Leave.      The   others   reported  next   day, 
and  said   they  had   seen   him  in   town.      He  was 
carried    as    A.    W.    0.    L.    until    December    29th, 
when,  according  to  orders,  he  was  dropped  from 
the   company   rolls,    and   his    service    record    sent 
to  the  Central  Records  Office.     On  Januarv   14th, 
while  we  were  in  Brest,  we  received  a  telegram 
from    General    Headquarters    that    his    body    had 
been  found  in  the  river  near  Chaumont.    Through 
some  error  of  the  clerk  who  filled  out  his  service 
record  when  it  was   sent   to   the   Central  Records 
Office,    no    copy    of    his    permanent    address    had 
been   taken.      Consequently  we   could   not   notify 
his  family.      I  had  a  wire  sent  to  General  Head- 
quarters, telling  them  this  man  had  been  dropped 
from    our   rolls,    and   his    service    record   sent    to 
Headquarters.       The     company     commander    was 
trying   to   find  out   if  any   of   the   men   knew  his 
home  address  at  the  time  we  embarked.     He  may 
have  written  to  the  parents  and  not  told  me. 

"Another  St.  Marys  boy,  a  Lieutenant  Flem- 
ing, in  'E'  Company,  was  killed  during  the 
Argonne-Meuse   operation. 

"Yours    very    truly, 

RUSSELL  LOWRY." 

This  is  indeed  a  sad  ending  of  the  life  of  a  brave 
soldier. 


A  DAY  WITH  MR.  THATCHER 

By  the  Stenographic  Division. 
(Approved  by  Gen.  Mgr.) 

8:30— His  automobile  stops  in  front  of  the 
office  of  Company  and  he  enters. 

8:32 — He  looks  around  to  see  if  everybody 
is  "on  the  job." 

8:34 — Takes  elevator  to  second  floor;  ditto. 

8:40 — Opens  and  reads  his  mail. 

9:10 — Dictates  23  letters;  (a  long  one  to 
Scotland),  3  reports,  12  newspaper 
stories,  and  a  pat  on  the  back  for 
the  fellow  who  is  making  good. 

9:30 — A  meeting  of  meter  readers;  we 
should  say,  a  lively  meeting. 
10:30 — Grievances — personal  history  and 
the  troubles  of  any  of  his  large  fam- 
ily of  employes.  Receives  and 
talks  with  advertising  solicitors — ■ 
turns  down  bunk  artists;  notifies  the 
elevator  pilot  to  get  a  shine;  tells 
the  misguided  clerk,  "How  sorry  I 
am  to  let  you  go." 
1  1  :00 — Interviews  baby  dolls,  et  al,  looking 
for  positions.  Receives  committee 
from  the  "Society  for  relief  of  sick 
cats"  who  are  soliciting  funds. 
Makes  contribution  to  "Girl  Scouts 
of  Siam."  Answers  1  3  phone  calls. 
12:00— Attends  Ad  Club,  Rotary,  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  or  other  luncheon. 

1  :30 — Attends  a  meeting  of  Liberty  Loan 
workers.  His  slogan — 100  per 
cent  of  course. 

2:00 — Trip  to  the  Berkeley  office.      Rush. 

2:39 — Sees  a  few  more  solicitors,  dictates 
more  letters  and  finally  gets  down 
to  real  work. 

3:00 — A  batch  of  call-downs  to  be  deliv- 
ered.     Out  the  incompetent  go. 

3:15 — Attends  meeting  Board  of  Directors 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

4:00 — Meeting  of  collection  force:  Talk 
about  a  hen  party — nuf  sed. 

4:30 — Bubbles  over  with  "jazz"  and 
writes  bubblets  for  BUBBLES. 

5  :00 — Department  Managers  are  called  on 
the  carpet  and  the  little  brown  rug 
is  wearing  out  in  spots — Talk 
about  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  a 
murder  trial.  Not  a  chance  of  a 
come-back;  the  evidence  is  all  in. 

5:27 — Signs  his  letters. 

5:31 — Motors  home  with  three  engage- 
ments booked  for  the  evening. 

1  :00 — Draw  the  curtain. 
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WHY  IS  BUBBLES? 

BUBBLES  has  many  tasks  to  accom- 
plish. It  is  supposed  to  give  the  cur- 
rent news  concerning  the  office  and 
the  force  and  to  instill  better  feeling  and  closer 
co-operation  by  informing  the  employees  of 
the  company  regarding  the  things  which 
they  should  know,  which  they  might  fail  to 
observe  were  it  not  placed  before  them  in 
print. 

BUBBLES  is  also  the  place  through  which 
we  learn  of  the  successes  and  achievements 
of  those  with  whom  we  are  associated.  We 
keep  in  touch  with  the  betterments  planned 
by  the  company. 

Bubbles  is  one  feature  of  the  company's 
plan  for  keeping  the  employees  and  stock- 
holders  in   close   touch   with   its  policy. 

From  an  advertising  standpoint,  a  big  con- 
cern which  is  up  to  date  usually  has  a  house 


organ.  This  house  organ  always  gets  away 
from  the  original  intention  and  secures  a  wide 
circulation,  thereby  interesting  people  in 
every  locality  in  the  work  of  the  corporation. 
Well,  it  helps  in  a  great  many  ways  which 
you  can  think  of  and  may  suggest  to  us  in 
the  future. 

BUBBLES  also  has  a  social  side  (and  you 
know  we  are  all  inclined  to  a  certain  amount 
of  "social  climbing"),  consequently  our 
magazine  often  fills  a  long  desired  wish  for 
publicity.  We  can  show  the  publication  to 
our  friends,  and  without  saying  so,  impress 
them  with  the  idea  that  we  are  "SOME"  in 
the  social  organization  of  the  Water  Com- 
pany. 

BUBBLES  is  used  to  instill  team  work  and 
team  spirit  in  the  office — and  outside  of  it 
and  to  encourage  employees  to  be  alert  in 
carrying  out  the  aims  of  the  company. 

There  is  a  certain  amount  of  vanity  in  the 
best  of  us  and  a  whole  lot  of  vanity  in  the 
worst  of  us.  For  example:  If  we  should 
go  to  Mr.  Hanson  or  Mr.  Hunter  (shy 
violets  are  Tom  and  Jack)  and  ask  them  for 
a  copy  of  their  pictures  to  run  in  Bubbles, 
either  one  would  awkwardly  scratch  his  head 
and  say,  "I  don't  believe  that  I  care  to  have 
my  picture  run."  If,  however,  we  surrepti- 
tiously secure  the  pictures  and  they  appear 
in  BUBBLES,  both  of  them  would  quietly 
mail  a  copy  of  the  edition  to  a  select  list  of 
their  own.  They  might  even  draw  a  blue 
pencil  around  the  picture.  This  also  applies 
to  stories  of  events  in  which  they  are  inter- 
ested. This  is  not  a  weakness — -just  nat- 
ural modesty. 

BUBBLES  means  to  the  employees  what 
the  daily  paper  means  to  the  heme  and  we 
look  forward  each  month  for  its  release. 


UP-TO-DATE 


Scientists  have  upset  another  dearly 
loved  theory.  We  have  always  imagined  that 
love  comes  from  the  heart,  but  are  informed 
that  the  liver,  and  not  the  heart,  causes  all 
these  sensations.  Now  we  must  revise  our 
poetry  as  well  as  our  textbooks.    The  poem : 

"Maid  of  Athens,  ere  we  part, 
Give,  Oh !    give  me  back  my  heart." 

could  be  revised  to  read  as  follows: 
Maid  of  Athens,  ere  we  sever, 
Give,  Oh !    give  me  back  my  liver. 
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AS  YE  EDITOR  INTERPRETS  THE  DANCE 


OUR  "G.  M."  George  was  a  very, 
very  busy  man.  He  danced  with 
every  girl  in  the  hall.  He  said  he  did 
not  know  he  had  so  many  good  looking 
employees.      Clothes  do  talk. 


jr  .should  of 
Seen  em 


"Child (e)  Harold"  knows  how  to  dance 
the  shimmy.  Wise  boy.  When  he  gets  a 
good  partner,  he  dances  with  her  early  and 
often. 

Mrs.  Gibson  is  still  explaining  to  our 
"G.  M."     It's  easily  explained,  Mrs.  G. 

Some  band  we  had.  Who  could  help 
dancing  with  such  music.  Some  punch — 
some  cake — some  time. 

Mrs.  Farrell,  wife  of  our  City  Superin- 
tendent, Lou,  entertained  us  with  several 
songs  and  graciously  responded  to  encores. 
Thank  you  Mrs.  F.  Come  again.  No 
wonder  Lou  wears  a  perpetual  smile. 

Richmond  was  well  represented.  Mana- 
ger Clark  and  wife,  Miss  Farnocchia  and 
Miss  Tueck.  Manager  Worman  and  Miss 
Smith  of  Berkeley  were  at  the  dance  and 
Manager  McKean,  of  Alameda,  said  he  had 
a  good  time.  Girls  do  you  know  that  "Mac" 
is  a  bachelor? 

Did  you  see  F.  M.  (not  Borax)  Smith 
dance?      WE  DID  NOT. 

"Polly"  succeeded  in  making  everybody 
happy.  We  have  a  large  family  and  of 
course  we  don't  know  them  all,  but  this  was 
a  real  get-acquainted  party. 


We  did  not  realize  that  we  had  such  a 
big  happy  family.  The  boys  were  in  from 
San  Pablo  and  the  boys  from  the  Yard — 
well  we  noticed  that  Shorty  Hunter  did  not 
miss  anything. 

Miss  Blake  did  not  really  begin  to  dance 
until  1  1   o'clock  but  from  1  1   to  2 — oh  my! 

Paul  Magerstadt  said  he  did  not  come  to 
the  dance  to  rest.  We  know  that,  Paul. 
Next  time,  however,  we  will  have  a  conserva- 
tory for  those  who  are  tired.  (Brother  Cur- 
tin's  suggestion). 

Well,  the  big  event  is  over  and  it  was 
voted  as  being  one  of  the  most  successful 
social  affairs  ever  given  by  the  company  to 
its  employees. 


Our    "P.    A.,"    Jack 
decked  out  in  a  nice  bib. 
cessful  floor  manager. 


Hunter,     was     all 
He  was  our  suc- 


TOO   HASTY 

A  builder,  observing  a  man  standing  on 
the  scaffolding  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets, 
smoking  a  pipe,  went  up  to  him  and  said: 
"Now  I've  caught  you;  we'll  have  no  more 
of  this!  When  did  you  start?  Monday? 
Well,  here's  your  four  days'  pay;  consider 
yourself  discharged!"  The  man  pocketed 
the  money  and  went  away  quickly.  A  few 
minutes  later  the  foreman  came  up,  and  the 
builder  told  him  what  he  had  done.  "Why," 
said  the  foreman,  "that  man  wasn't  working 
for  us — he  was  only  asking  for  a  job!" — 
5.  F.  Call-Post. 
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Our  Oakland,  Berkeley  and  Akn 

The  Artist's  Idea  of  How  riei 


Abe  (Chie 


Louis  (Bing)  Burbank 
William  B.  (Dad)  Morrish 
W.  G.   (Preacher)  YOUNG 
J.  L.  (Hurry  Up)  Le  Count 
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W 

ilsJaeda  Districts'  Collection  Force 

ffiey  "Shoo  In"  the  Dollars 

Chief  Solomon 

E.  L.    (Serious)   ROSS 

E.  B.  (Joe)  De  Mello 

T.  (Triad)  R.  Joy 

John  (Jack)  H.  Reilley 

A.  M.  DRINKWATER   (Drinky) 
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" BUBBLES " 
FROM   OUR   CORRESPONDENTS 

OAKLAND,  BERKELEY,  ALAMEDA,  RICHMOND 
CORPORATION  YARD 


OAKLAND  DIVISION 

GENERAL  Offices. --Purchasing  Agent 
Jack  Hunter  joined  the  caravan  of 
Athenian  Club  members  on  their  an- 
nual pilgrimage  to  the  Shrine  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Sunol.  Sandy  deserts  were  encoun- 
tered, but  restful  oases  were  found  where 
cool  and  refreshing 
beverages  flowed  free- 
ly. Jack  returned  un- 
scathed and  speaks 
highly  of  the  good  fel- 
lows who  made  the 
pilgrimage. 

General      Manager 
G.    H.    Wilhelm    left 


P.    FlEBERLING 

Correspondent 


last  week  for  New 
York  and  other  cities 
in  the  East.  The  trip 
is  purely  on  business. 
We  miss  the  genial 
"G.  M."  and  hope 
that  he  may  have  a 
pleasant  trip  and  re- 
turn to  us  soon. 

C.  J.  Andruss,  our  hustling  land  sales 
agent,  has  left  for  the  mountains  for  a  two 
weeks'  vacation. 

Capt.  Harry  Reinhardt,  Assistant  Engi- 
neer, is  devoting  much  time  to  efficiency  work 
pertaining  to  remodeling  of  pumping  plants 
and  rehabilitating  reservoirs. 

Paul  I.  Daniels,  Supt.  Sanitation-Water 
Supply,  has  surrendered  to  the  used  car 
dealer  his  old  faithful,  "The  Yaller  Na- 
tional." Paul  has  joined  the  Buick  brigade 
and  is  busily  engaged  learning  the  reverse 
gear  shift  mechanism. 

Messrs.  Magerstadt,  Curtin,  Childs  and 
Westover  of  our  Engineering  Department 
journeyed  to  Santa  Cruz  recently.  All  en- 
joyed the  trip  and  reported  a  good  time,  but 
they  don't  believe  in  motor  cops,  and  Walter 
says  water  makes  him  sick. 

W.  C.  Wickman  has  joined  the  Engineer- 
ing force.  He  is  assisting  the  Ogdens  with 
survey  work. 


Bennie  Andreani,  who  has  been  assisting 
with  field  work,  resigned  to  take  up  the  sell- 
ing game.  He  has  joined  the  Remington 
Typewriter  sales  force  and  has  assumed  the 
duties  of  his  new  position  with  a  determina- 
tion that  makes  success.  We  know  Bennie 
will  win  out. 

Oakland  Business  Office. — Miss 
Fisher  and  Miss  Farrell  are  very  much  ex- 
cited over  their  coming  trip  to  Lake  Tahoe. 
Their  vacations  occur  at  the  same  time,  so 
they  are  going  to  enjoy  themselves  among 
the  pines  of  the  Sierras.  Johnny  Larsen  is 
at  the  Lake  now,  but  writes  that  it  is  still  too 
early  to  get  much  enjoyment  or  pleasure  out 
of  the  trip  as  the  weather  is  unsettled  and  it 
is  very  cold.  We  believe  it  will  be  warmer 
when  the  girls  get  there,  and  from  what  we 
hear  we  think  it  will  be. 

Andy  Gifford  has  returned  from  his  trip 
south.  He  reports  that  he  had  a  very  en- 
joyable time  with  his  old  friends  and  among 
familiar  surroundings.  Andy  was  formerly 
an  Angelino  and  still  has  a  place  in  his  heart 
for  the  old  town. 

Lou  Burbank  is  very  much  discouraged 
over  the  failure  of  his  turkey  crop.  He  set 
nine  eggs  under  one  of  his  hens  and  in  due 
time  she  was  the  proud  mother  of  nine  young 
turks.  Lou  fed  them  on  the  bottle  and  made 
woolen  socks  for  their  "feets,"  but  alas! — 
one  by  one — they  dropped  off.  In  future, 
Lou  says  that  he  is  going  to  devote  his  time 
to  the  raising  of  chickens,  as  he  knows  more 
about  that  part  of  the  game. 

Abe  Solomon  recently  returned  from  his 
vacation.  Abe  went  all  the  way  to  San 
Francisco  and  back  and  says  he  had  a  great 
time  taking  in  the  sights.  We  know  he  did 
because  Abe  has  sure  got  some  sight  and  can 
see  the  difference  between  the  price  of  a  trip 
to  Europe  and  one  across  the  bay. 

Mr.  Tuckett  has  now  added  something  to 
his  family.  No,  Not  What  You  Think,  but 
a  machine,  and  you  can  bet  he  will  find  out 
it  is  just  as  expensive  to  have  one  as  to  have 
the  other. 
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Helen  McGrath 


A  little  bird 
tells  us  that  Miss 
McGrath  will  soon 
leave  us.  She  has 
been  contemplat- 
ing "something" 
for  a  long  time, 
but  did  not  want 
to  take  the  trip 
until  her  brother 
returned  from 
France.  He  ar- 
rived home  the 
other  day  and 
now  it  looks  as 
though  the  "wed- 
ding bells"  will 
soon  chime. 

Mrs.  Voigt  re- 
cently heard  from 
Mrs.  Alexander 
(Miss  Reed), 
who  is  located  in 
Oatman,  Arizona. 
Mrs.  Alexander 
wishes  to  be  re- 
membered to  her 
old  time  friends 
and  would  like  to 
hear  from  those 
who  care  to  write. 
Miss  Pollard  has 
been  very  much 
concerned  over  the 
illness  of  her 
mother,    who    was 


in  the  hospital.  Mrs.  Pollard  has  now  re- 
turned home  very  much  improved.  We  are 
glad  to  note  the  fact  and  hope  that  there 
will  be  a  steady  turn  for  the  better. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  the  meter  department  re- 
cently returned  from  his  vacation  and  says 
that  he  is  now  full  of  "pep"  and  ready  for 
another  year  of  work. 

The  dance  given  by  the  company  at  Maple 
Hall  recently  was  very  well  attended.  The 
boys  locked  about  the  same  as  ever  in  their 
business  suits,  but  the  girls  were  stunning. 
They  appeared  in  evening  dress  and,  believe 
me,  they  were  some  classy  bunch. 

Echoes  From  the  Ball  Game. 

Miss  Holtcamp:  "I'm  not  going  to  see 
the  boys  play  ball  any  more  until  after  July 
first." 

Mr.  Worman:     "Why  not?" 


Miss  Holtkamp:  "Because  the  grand- 
stand was  full." 

Mr.  Wilhelm:  "I  wish  there  was  some- 
thing I  could  do." 

Mr.  Hanson:      "Fire  off  the  pistol." 

Mr.  Wilhelm:  J'Why?" 

Mr.  Hanson:  "Then  you  will  be  making 
a  report." 

Pitcher  Fieberling:  "Why  don't  you  call 
that  a  strike?" 

Umpire  Thatcher:  "What  for?  I  didn't 
hear  it  strike  anything." 

Manager  Carash:  "Gee — Magerstadt 
just  made  a  home  run." 

Abe  Solomon:     "Well,  what  of  it?" 

Manager  Carash:  "Then  why  doesn't 
he  go  home?" 


^iaiij^-r 


Manager  Max  Carash 
of  the  Waterinos,  most  confident. 

Meter  Reader  Rue  is  going  to  spend  his 
vacation  at  Rio  Vista  and  has  promised  us 
some  trout.  We  hope  this  is  not  one  of 
"Them  there  fish  stories." 

Estelle  Lawrence  met  with  quite  a  painful 
accident  last  Sunday  while  motoring  with 
friends  in  the  neighborhood  of  Niles.  It 
appears  that  an  automobile,  when  attempting 
to  pass  the  car  in  which  Miss  Lawrence  was 
riding,  "cut  in"  too  close,  catching  the  front 
wheel  of  her  car,  upsetting  it  and  throwing  all 
of  the  occupants  out.  All  were  badly  bruised 
and  some  suffered  from  broken  bones.  Estelle 
was  fortunate  in  escaping  with  only  bad 
bruises  and  a  general  shaking  up. 
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Mrs.  Hazel  Forkey  of  the  addressograph  department  has 
announced  that  she  will  leave  our  service  on  July  1  st.  Hazel 
has  been  with  us  for  over  two  years  and  we  will  miss  her. 

Miss  Whittier  is  absent  from  duty  on  account  of  being 
confined  to  her  home  with  tonsil  trouble.  It  is  reported  that 
an  operation  was  necessary. 

Miss  Sylvia,  Chief  of  the  addressograph  department,  is 
enjoying  her  vacation  in  the  wilds  of  the  Santa  Cruz  mountains. 
A  resort  was  selected  where 
swimming  lessons  are  taught 
and  it  is  rumored  that  we  will 
have  a  second  "Annette"  in 
our  midst  upon  her  return. 

Edna  Bradshaw  is  a  new- 
comer and  has  been  assigned 
to  our  billing  force.  We  wel- 
come her. 

And  would  you  believe  it? 
Yas,  sah,  'tis  so,  too.     What? 


LEE  HUME 

Again   on   the  job. 


Andy  Gifford 

The    smile    at    the    end    of    the 

month    due    to    big    collections 

and  only  a  few  outstanding 

accounts. 


Why,  our  happy  janitor, 
Clarence,  has  been  made 
"Moah  happy"  by  the  ar- 
rival of  a  nine-pound  boy 
at  his  home.  From  'way 
down  in  "Memfus,"  Tenn., 
came  the  glad  tidings. 
Clarence  says,  "It's  suh- 
tain-ly  some  boy,  so  dey 
write  tuh  me." 


"Trevie"  Crafts 

Smiling  and  happy  over  a  report 

from  the  assay  office  that  the 

ore     from     his     gold     mine 

"runs"    $1,000    per    ton. 


Most  girls  fall  for  classy 
uniforms.      Clinton,  our  el- 
evator pilot,  is  wearing  "Some  smile"  these  days.      It  fits  like 
plaster. 

Sluicings  From  San  Pablo  Dam. — By  the  time  this 

issue  of  BUBBLES  comes  from  the  press  the  excavation  of  the 
Outlet  Tunnel  Bore  will  have  been  finished.  Immediately 
thereafter  concreting  will  be  resumed  and  the  work  rushed  to 
completion. 
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Mr.  Allen  Hazen  of  the  firm  of  Hazen, 
Whipple  &  Fuller  has  arrived  from  New 
York  and  is  consulting  with  our  Engineers. 

Actual  construction  work  has  started  on 
the  new  Filtration  Plant.  The  camp  is  beau- 
tifully located  and  from  a  sanitary  stand- 
point it  is  a  model.  Mr.  Ed  Taylor,  who 
has  charge  of  the  work,  is  being  compli- 
mented on  the  expeditious  manner  in  which 
he  has  perfected  his  organization  and  the 
way  he  is  making  the  dirt  fly. 

When  completed  this  plant  will  be  one  of 
the  best  in  the  United  States  and  the  resi- 
dents of  Oakland  and  Berkeley  should  visit 
the  work  and  see  for  themselves  the  steps  the 
Water  Company  is  taking  to  insure  their 
patrons  the  serving  of  pure  water. 

The  new  San  Pablo  Canyon  road  is  com- 
pleted and  when  opened  for  traffic  will  at 
once  become  a  favorite  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Autoist,  as  its  route  passes  scenery  of  remark- 
able beauty.     The  grades  are  easily  negotiated. 

Engineer  Hawley  has  a  new  Buick — his 
aversion  to  Traffic  Squads  is  marked  only 
after  sundown. 

Superintendent  Albert  has  closed  his  ma- 
chine shop  at  the  Dam  and  at  the  same  time 
has  purchased  a  new  Velie.      He  remarked 


that  the  connection  between  the  two  events 
had  a  meaning. 

Mr.  John  R.  Freeman,  Consulting  Engi- 
neer of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  accompa- 
nied by  the  entire  engineering  staff  of  the 
Great  Western  Power  Company,  recently 
spent  a  day  at  San  Pablo  Dam.  They  all 
seemed  favorably  impressed  with  the  methods 
pursued  and  the  material  with  which  the  dam 
is  being  constructed.  One  of  the  men  said 
the  work  reminded  him  of  a  story  old  Doctor 
Snyder  used  to  tell  of  a  horse  who  could 
travel  faster  up  and  down  and  cover  less 
ground  than  any  bit  of  horseflesh  he  had 
ever  known.  The  gentleman  then  went  on 
to  remark  that  we  were  the  opposite  of  the 
Doctor's  horse — that  we  were  covering  lots 
of  ground  with  our  dam,  but  that  we  were 
not  heading  skyward  fast  enough. 

Another  jump  is  being  added  to  our 
sluicing  unit  for  the  purpose  of  moving  ma- 
terial with  more  rapidity. 

Jerry  Jones,  our  affable  surveyor,  carries 
a  perpetual  smile  these  days  because  he  has 
a  new  Anita  Ford.  Jerry  has  been  very  busy 
the  past  month,  as  in  addition  to  his  work  at 
the  Dam,  he  has  had  to  help  out  the  Land 
Department. 


The  Good  Ship  "Bubbles,"  San  Pablo  Lake 
captain  "art"  green  on  the  bridge 
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CORPORATION  YARD 

WHOOP-E-E!  Hurrah!  The  Yard 
has  come  into  its  own.  Don't  you 
notice  it?  How  does  it  look?  We 
mean  the  Yard  section.  Thanks  to  the  kind 
judgment  of  the  editor,  we  at  the  Yard  have 
been  given  the  privilege  of  conducting  a  sec- 
tion solely  our  own  in  <^ti^&^%. 

Bubbles.     Not  that 

we   were   never   repre-  |r 

sented    in    Bubbles, 

but  our  identity,  which  Ecfej  ,*, 

has  won  world  renown 

since   the  Yard   Base-  1  ~~J~ 

ball  team  defeated  the  / 

Office  force,  has  been        — 

sort    of    in    the    back-     * 

ground.        From     this    | 

time  on,  watch  us  go.     \ 

The    acquisition    of 
a      ]y2-ton      Kleiber        Marilla  M. 
Truck  and  a  new  oil  WILLIAMS 

patching  machine  of   a  Correspondent 

larger  capacity  has  added  1  00  per  cent  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  Street  Repair  crew  under 
Assistant  Superintendent  J.  S.  Stevens.  Fig- 
ures speak  plainer  than  words  in  many  in- 
stances and  especially  in  this  case  is  it  true. 
Therefore  we  quote  the  following  statistics: 

MONTH  OF  APRIL 

Cuts  in  Street  Repaired 969 

Square  Feet  Repaired 19,473 

City  of  Oakland  charge  for  above  amount  of 

work  would  have  been $1,854.58 

East    Bay    Water    Company    did    the    same 

amount  of  work   for 782.29 

Amount  saved $1,072.29 

During  May,   doing    13,527   square   feet,   the 

Company's   gain  was $    512.39 

Wm.  Sampson,  Foreman  of  the  Auto  Re- 
pair Shop,  under  Chief  Mechanic  Traver, 
resigned  recently  to  take  a  position  with  the 
Moore-Scott  Shipbuilding  Company. 

Warehouse  Foreman  I.  S.  Domes  was 
recently  confined  to  his  home  with  a  short 
illness. 

Joe  Jasper  is  a  happy  man  nowadays.  A 
new  son,  born  May  1  st,  is  the  cause.  Con- 
gratulations, Joe. 

All  of  us  at  the  Yard  who  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  attending  the  Company's  dance  May 
9th  voted  it  a  jolly  good  time. 

The  call  of  summer  has  been  heard  by 
many  of  the  Yard  employees,  who  have 
taken  up  motoring  as  a  pastime.       Indications 


point  to  a  banner  year  for  auto  dealers. 
The  following  members  of  the  Yard  crew 
have  new  machines:  Ed  McKinney,  Roy 
Waterman  and  Charlie  Brignolia  are  proud 
owners  of  Chevrolets;  Jack  Firpo  has  a  big 
Oakland  Six;  Roy  Standiford  a  Maxwell 
runabout;  Ralph  Whittaker  a  five-passenger 
Overland;  C.  Carlo  a  "Henry";  B.  Carroll 
a  Chevrolet.  Rumors  are  about  that  others 
are  contemplating  the  purchase  of  machines. 

Foreman  Wm.  Johnson  having  disposed 
of  his  hog  ranch  in  the  south,  recently  pur- 
chased a  beautiful  little  country  home  on 
94th  avenue,  in  Elmhurst.  At  the  same 
time  "Bill"  acquired  a  barnyard  inhabited 
by  a  choice  selection  of  chickens  of  the  feath- 
ered variety.  According  to  "Bill"  they  are 
fine  layers  and  from  the  supply  of  eggs  we 
saw  him  bring  to  the  Yard  we  are  prone  to 
agree  with  him. 

Al  Clark  has  been  appointed  Foreman  of 
the  Auto  Repair  Shop  by  Chief  Mechanic 
L.  J.  Traver.  That  he  is  a  progressive 
manager  and  knows  his  work  well  is  indi- 
cated by  one  of  his  first  acts,  which  was  to 
suggest  to  Storekeeper  Stevens  to  carry  in 
stock  numerous  small  Ford  parts  of  vital  im- 
portance. His  suggestion  was  accepted  and 
from  now  on  where  a  car  was  formerly  out 
of  service  for  half  a  day  or  more,  it  will 
be  but  a  matter  of  an  hour  or  less  to  have 
the  machine  aerain  on  its  way. 


The  "Ump"  (G.  M.) 

On  a  close  decision. 
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Young-Old  man  Ed  McKinney,  Yard 
Foreman,  had  a  birthday  recently.  His  age 
is  unknown  to  us,  but  he  says  he  feels  like  a 
boy  of  twenty-one.  However,  he  wasn't  too 
old  to  prevent  him  from  having  a  birthday 
party,  so  to  make  a  long  story  short,  Ed  was 
made  the  motif  of  a  surprise  party  at  which 
all  the  members  of  his  family  attended  on 
Sunday,  June   1  st. 

Jack  Zimmerman  of  the  Yard  force  was 
sent  to  Stockton  by  the  Company  to  operate 
a  road  tamping  machine  which  was  rented  to 
a  contracting  firm  there. 

The  contagious  toothache  has  made  its 
appearance  in  the  Yard  office.  Who  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  epidemic,  we  might  say,  is 
not  known  as  Mr.  Farrell,  Mrs.  Mildred 
Clark  and  Ye  Correspondent  were  made  the 
victims  all  at  the  same  time.  However,  a 
few  visits  to  a  dentist  put  a  scare  into  the 
heart  of  this  new  germ  and  has  left  for  re- 
gions other  than  22nd  and  Adeline. 

A.  D.  Vance,  the  boy  who  is  the  faithful 
keeper  of  the  "Henrys"  and  "Lizzies"  at 
night,  was  slightly  injured  recently  when  one 
of  his  pets  became  unruly  and  slapped  him 
a  blow  amidships  with  its  left  fender. 
"Henry"  was  quickly  subdued  by  Vance 
before  further  damage  was  incurred.  A 
visit  to  the  doctor  remedied  the  injury  to 
Vance. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Clark  received  a  telegram 
recently  from  New  York  bringing  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  arrival  on  this  side  of  her  hus- 
band. 

Walter  Anderson  made  a  trip  into  the 
wilds  of  Mendocino  County  May  30th,  re- 
turning Sunday,  June  1  st,  in  his  "Henry" 
Ford.  Walter  reported  a  pleasant  trip  and 
a  minimum  of  trouble — one  blowout. 

Harry  F.  Agnew  struts  around  nowadays 
with  a  big  smile.  An  eight-pound  baby  boy 
arrived  at  his  home  June  1  1  th  is  the  reason. 

Jim  Nelson  is  happy.  A  conveyor  has 
been  installed  between  the  meter  shop  and 
the  warehouse  which  makes  the  handling  of 
meters  more  expedient. 

A  dust  proof  sand  blast  room  is  under 
construction  at  the  Yard  by  Chief  Carpenter 
Hunter. 

Sol  Hyman,  member  of  Frank  Pretti's 
machine  gun  crew,  spent  his  vacation  about 
town.       Emil  Esola  acted  as  his  substitute. 

F.  Bush,  one  of  Pretti's  sergeants,  is  now 
enjoying  a  sojourn  from  his  daily  battles. 


It  was  some  banquet.  The  Yardinos 
vote  the  Waterinos  "good  sports."  It  was 
an  evening  of  good  eats  and  lots  of  fun. 
May  we  have  another  one  and  also  a  ball 
game. 


Manager  Frank  Pretti 
of  the  Yardinos,  edging  the  boys  on. 

Jack  Dominick,  a  member  of  the  Machine 
Shop  force,  is  a  proud  owner  of  a  four- 
cylinder  Buick. 

Ralph  Whittaker,  the  elongated  machin- 
ist, is  now  finishing  up  his  education  by  doing 
considerable  work  on  the  lathes  nowadays. 

"Kid"  George  Shaw  is  a  new  acquisition 
to  the  Auto  Repair  Shop  gang  and  he  is 
some  kid,  too. 

Chief  Carpenter  "Shorty"  Hunter  reports 
Berryman  Reservoir  is  well  under  cover — 
that  is  the  new  roof  supported  by  concrete 
piles  is  completed. 

Ben  Carroll  and  "Red"  Smith,  two  of 
"Shorty"  Hunter's  crew,  paid  the  Yard  a 
visit  recently  and  finished  up  a  job  or  two. 

Fred  Brownell,  of  Frank  Pretti's  sub- 
marine chasers,  has  invested  in  a  new  Chand- 
ler Six  and  struts  around  like  a  millionaire 
nowadays.       Can't  say  we  blame  him  much. 

Just  before  going  to  press  we  hear  the 
glad  news  of  the  safe  arrival  here  of  Mr. 
Ernest  J.  Clark,  husband  of  Mrs.  Clark  of 
the  Yard  office  force.  Mrs.  Clark  plans 
her  vacation  for  the  first  week  of  July. 
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Correspondent 

the 


BERKELEY  DIVISION 

FIRST   I  want  to  say  that  Ye  Corres- 
pondent has  been  absent  from  duty  for 
the  past  two  weeks  battling  with  a  bad 
case   of   yellow   jaundice.      A   change   to    a 
locality    where    it   is    warmer,    coupled   with 
plenty  of  rest,  has  greatly  benefited  me. 

Mrs.  Margaret 
Handle  has  entered 
our  service  as  a  "part 
time"  employee.  Cer- 
tain periods  of  the 
month  the  volume  of 
work  is  heavy  and 
Mrs.  Handle  will  as- 
sist in  taking  care  of 
the  peak  load. 

John  Frick  is  serv- 
ing as  acting  manager 
during  my  absence. 
Reports  reach  me  that 
everything  is  running 
smoothly  and  John  is 
mothering"  the  office  flock  in  the  proper 
manner. 

J.  Palmerton  is  assisting  in  the  service 
department  work.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Palmer- 
ton  recently  entered  the  service  of  our  Com- 
pany. He  is  "breaking  in"  most  satisfac- 
torily. 

Miss  Alice  Ziegler,  who  for  the  past  year 
has  been  with  our  clerical  force,  has  resigned. 
A  little  bird  tells  us  that  Dan  Cupid  has 
been  busy  and  Alice  succumbed. 

Dick  Holroyd  is  about  as  busy  these  days 
as  an  ordinary  man  could  be,  but  as  Dick 
is  "an  extraordinary"  he  is  a  notch  or  two 
busier.  Just  follow  Dick  around  for  a  day 
or  two  and  see  how  you  feel,  especially  when 
he  is  in  action  with  his  hat  off. 

The  Rose  Street  pumping  plant  is  sched- 
uled for  a  remodeling  and  change  of  equip- 
ment. New  boilers  will  be  installed  soon 
and  other  improvements  made  to  better  take 
care  of  the  large  and  increasing  volume  of 
water  passing  through  this  important  relay 
unit. 

Walt  Stoddard  is  sort  of  "doubling  up" 
in  the  performance  of  outside  work — due  to 
rearranging  the  force  to  permit  of  John 
Frick's  assignment  to  managerial  duties. 
Walt  is  always  willing  to  help  in  emergen- 
cies. 


Geo.  A.  McKean 

Correspondent 


ALAMEDA  DIVISION 

THE  City  of  Alameda  honored  its 
returned  heroes  on  Flag  Day  by  having 
a  very  pretty  parade,  after  which 
each  returned  soldier  or  sailor  received  a 
handsome  medal.  One  of  the  lucky  boys 
to  have  a  medal  pinned  on  him  was  Bob 
Cavanaugh  of  the 
meter  department.  Bob 
says  that  he  takes  little 
stock  in  the  hero  stuff, 
but  any  time  there  is 
a  pretty  girl  pinning 
medals  on  any  one,  he 
is  going  to  be  right  in 
line. 

Joe  Paladini,  Jack 
Townsend's  right  hand 
man,  is  confined  to  his 
bed  with  a  very  severe 
case  of  poison  oak. 
Although  Joe  tried 
every  known  remedy, 
he  was  unable  to  check  the  spreading  of  the 
poison  and  is  now  under  the  care  of  a  phy- 
sician who  states  that  it  will  be  several  weeks 
before  Joe  will  be  about  and  able  to  resume 
his  usual  duties. 

James  Finch,  our  turn-off  man,  is  sole 
proprietor  of  a  five-passenger  touring  car. 
James  no  longer  spends  his  mornings  and 
evenings  standing  at  transfer  points  awaiting 
cars  that  never  come,  but  after  his  day's  work 
is  done,  steps  into  his  Ford  and  is  soon  parked 
in  front  of  his  little  castle  in  the  hills  of 
Fruitvale. 

Mr.  Andrew  Gifford,  official  photographer 
of  the  Wednesday  Evening  Swimming  Club, 
dropped  in  on  us  with  his  little  camera  and 
proceeded  to  shoot  our  pictures.  Although 
the  photos  were  not  quite  as  they  should 
have  been,  Andy  never  blamed  us,  but  stated 
that  he  would  procure  a  much  stronger  cam- 
era which  will  be  able  to  withstand  any  ordi- 
nary shock,  and  that  with  a  little  care  and 
the  adjustment  of  shock  absorbers,  he  might 
even  take  us  in  groups. 

Cold  over  your  way,  did  we  hear  you  say? 
Climate  ideal  is  what  we  supply  in  Alameda. 
Delightful  balmy  days  and  restful,  cool  nights 
produce  contented  citizens  of  the  Alameda 
type.  Come  over  and  join  our  happy  citi- 
zenry. 
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"BUBBLES" 


East  Bay  Water  Co. 


RICHMOND  DIVISION 

KENNETH  HALL,  collector,  has  resigned  from  the 
service.  Kenneth  has  accepted  a  position  with  the  Contra 
Costa  Realty  Company  of  this  city. 

Collector  La  Franz  is  fast  becoming  acquainted  with  our 
City,  Richmond,  and  produces  good  results  in  his  collection 
work. 

Nick  Pleich,  of  the  Service  Department,  has  resigned  and 
accepted  a  position  with  the  Western  Electric  Company  of 
Oakland. 

Mr.  A.  Gifford,  of  the  Oakland  Business  Office,  was  a 
visitor  to  this  office  recently.  Mr.  Gifford,  who  is  official 
photographer  for  Bubbles,  took  pictures  of  our  office  and 
office  force. 

The  work  has  so  greatly  increased  in  our  Construction  and 
Maintenance  Department  that  another  truck  and  crew  have 
been  added  to  the  operating  equipment  and  force.  Mr.  E. 
Wilson  will  be  transferred  from  the  Service  Department  to 
take  charge. 

Chas.  E.  Anderson  has  been  employed  as  "turn-on  and  off" 
man,  vice  E.  Wilson  transferred. 

Superintendent  Farrell  and  Engineer  Reinhardt  have  been 
frequent  visitors  here  recently,  supervising  the  remodeling  of 
San  Pablo  Wells  No.  2  pumping  plant  which  is  to  be  operat- 
ed   by    electric 
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Elmer  E.  Wilson,  Foreman 

Richmond  District 


Richmond,  California,  Business 
Office  Force. 

Left    to    right — Charlotte    M.    Tueck,    Correspondent; 
Claude  E.   Clark,   Manager,   and  Julia   A.   Farnocchia. 


power.  The 
change  from 
steam  to  elec- 
tric power 
necessitates  a 
general  remod- 
eling of  this 
pumping  unit. 
The  plant  de- 
partment has 
the  work  pro- 
gressing nicely. 

The  remodeling  and  renovating  of  our 
office  is  under  way  but  oh!  so  slow.  The 
carpenters,  lathers,  plasterers  and  bosses  seem 
to  have  mastered  the  art  of  "delay"  and  our 
surroundings  have  been  anything  but  pleasant 
for  the  past  two  weeks.  The  improvements, 
when  completed,  will  result  in  better  arrange- 
ments in  the  office  for  all. 

A  new  Ford  has  been  added  to  our  trans- 
portation equipment.  Manager  Clark  has 
assigned  the  new  "flivver"  to  the  business 
office  for  his  personal  use. 

Richmond's  Street  Department  is  doing 
a  great  deal  of  paving  and  repair  work. 
On  account  of  the  heavy  traffic  due  to  the 
general  increase  in  business,  it  is  necessary 
to  keep  our  streets  in  perfect  condition. 
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THE  GREAT  SAN  PABLO  PROJECT 


Control    tower    at    outlet   tunnel    under 

construction,     January,     1919. 

Showing    bed    of    San 

Pablo  creek. 


Control    tower    at    outlet    tunnel    com- 
pleted.     Mouth     of     tunnel     and 
lower    intake    covered    with 
water,  June,    1919. 


San  Pablo  Reservoir  showing  amount  of  water  now  stored,  with  dam  in  background  and 

control  tower  in  left  center  of  view.      The  height,  when  completed, 

is  indicated  by  the  dotted  line. 
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